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DOES DEATH FRIGHTEN YOU?

®Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel,
“for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal.
But God’s word is not chained. - “if we endure, we will also reign with him.
If we disown him, he will also disown us;
"if we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself.
(2 Timothy 2:8~13)

ithout doubt, most people are afraid of death. The Bible
VV reassures us that Jesus Christ rose from the dead, and that
whoever believes in Jesus will not perish. Do you remember that
Christ died and rose again? Do you practice your faith? Paul,
imprisoned in Rome as the result of persecution under Nero, realized
when he wrote today’s Bible passage that his death was near. He
wanted to encourage Timothy's faith. Paul understood that his faith
united him with Christ, “If we have been united with him like this in
his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection
--- Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with
him*“(Rom. 6:5~8). Paul experienced the nearness of death many
times, and was not scared. His mindset was on the gospel. He
wasn't concerned about his own life, but rather put his energies
toward the furtherance of the gospel message, “for which | am
suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God's
word is not chained. Therefore | endure everything for the sake of
the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ
Jesus, with eternal glory”(2 Tim. 2:9~10). Why should Christians be
scared about death? If you really trust God in Christ then you have
nothing to fear.

Paul wanted Timothy to remember that Christ was raised from the
dead, “Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended
from David. This is my gospel”(2 Tim. 2:8). Jesus said, “"Do not be
afraid. | am the First and the Last. | am the Living One; | was dead,
and behold | am alive for ever and ever! And | hold the keys of death
and Hades"”(Rev. 1:17~18). Jesus Christ conquered death, “For we
know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die
again; death no longer has mastery over him”(Rom. 6:9). The
children of grace cannot be controlled by death. Jesus promised that
whoever follows Him that He will give them eternal life. Eternal life
is guaranteed to all followers of Christ, “For as in Adam all die, so in
Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own turn: Christ, the
firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him“(1 Cor.
15:22~23).

Paul wanted Timothy to understand that suffering for Christ was in
accordance with the gospel. Most of today’s twenty-first century
Christians never experience suffering for Christ. Jesus said,
“Remember the words | spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater than
his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If
they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also”(Jn. 15:20). Do
you believe it? | want you to suffer for Christ. Not many preachers
will say that, and not many believers are happy to hear it. The Word
of God tells us that Jesus Christ suffered and that we will have to
suffer too. Sadly, too many Christians think that once they accept
Christ as their Savior that their lives here on earth will only be filled
with happiness and worldly success, My dear friend, the way of the
gospel is the way of the cross. We are not better than Jesus Christ,

“A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master
--- Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.
Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in
hell”(Mt. 10:24~28). Please respect Jesus Christ and the Word of
God. Ananias didn’t want to visit Paul, but Jesus told him, "Go! This
man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles
and their kings and before the people of Israel. | will show him how
much he must suffer for my name”(Act. 9:15~16). Do you really love
Jesus Christ? Do you really want to practice the Bible’s teachings? If
50, you must expect suffering for Christ just as Paul preached. Paul's
ministry was certainly a suffering ministry, “Are they servants of
Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) | am more. | have
worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged
more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. Five
times | received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three
times | was beaten with rods, once | was stoned, three times | was
shipwrecked, | spent a night and a day in the open sea, | have been
constantly on the move. | have been in danger from rivers, in danger
from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from
Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at
sea; and in danger from false brothers. | have labored and toiled and
have often gone without sleep; | have known hunger and thirst and
have often gone without faod; | have been cold and naked”(2 Cor.
11:23~27). Can you imagine such suffering for Christ? Paul told
Timothy, “But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship,
do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your
ministry”(2 Tim. 4:5)

Paul wanted Timothy to be assured that his reward in heaven
would be commensurate with his faithfulness on earth, "Here is a
trustworthy saying: If we died with him, we will also live with him; if
we endure, we will also reign with him. If we disown him, he will
also disown us; if we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he
cannot disown himself"(2 Tim. 2:11~13). Suffering for Christ does
not mean involuntarily being put to death but rather our willingness
to sacrifice for Jesus Christ. Jesus tells us, “If anyone would come
after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me
-- For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his
angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he
has done”(Mt. 16:24~27). You will live with Jesus Christ eternally!
Doesn't that excite you? You really need to deny yourself, take your
cross, and follow Jesus. This will give you a great result that is the
glory of God and the glory of life.

Let's be sincere servants that enter the gates of heaven. | pray that
you listen to this message and that from the bottom of your heart
you can say, "Amen". | challenge you to trust God completely. |
hope your faith convinces you that death is glory for you with Jesus
Christ. Amen. @
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