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GO QUICKLY & TELL HIS DISCIPLES

(Matthew 28:1-10)

“w He is not here, for He has risen,

Just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying. -+

ow after the Sabbath, as it began to

dawn toward the first day of the
week, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary came to look at the grave. And
behold a severe earthquake had occurred,
for an angel of the Lord descended from
heaven and came and rolled away the
stone and sat upon it"(vv. 1&2). Two
women came to Jesus Christ's tomb.
Imagine their shock at seeing an angel
whose appearance was like lightning, and
his clothing as white as snow sitting on
the rolled away stone. Imagine their
surprise at seeing Pilate’s guards lying on
the ground looking like dead men, from
fear. This scene was a sight of victory!
Indeed, the big earthquake pointed to
the big victory. As such, the sermon of
the angel was urgent. He fold the women,
“Go quickly and tell His disciples” what
you have seen and what I have told. That
was his order. That was our news from
heaven. What was the urgent news?

The first part of the angel's message
was that Jesus Christ was not there.
The angel said to the women, "Do not be
afraid; for I know that you are looking
for Jesus who has been crucified. He is
not here”(vv. 5&6). The tomb was empty,
but the ladies didn't believe it because
they had come expecting to see Jesus'
dead body. So, the angel said to them,
"Come, see the place where He was lying”
(v. 6). He wanted to make sure they saw
the empty tomb. They needed to
witness the great victory in the most
horrible of places. The angels shook the
whole earth, the grave was open, no body
was in it, and an angel was present to
deliver the sermon. The angel gave the
women an order to "Go quickly and tell
His disciples” that He's not here.

What does it mean that He's not
here? The second part of the angel's
message was that Jesus Christ had risen!
The angel said, “He is not here, for He
has risen" (v. 6). Isn't that wonderful

news from heaven? The angel proclaimed
it, and the earthly authorities fell down
before it. My dear friend, do you
believe this angel's message? Today is
Easter Sunday, and this simple stated
fact, "He has risen’, is the basis of our
Christian faith. Without Christ's
resurrection, we have no hope. Without
Christ's resurrection, there is no
salvation. Paul reminds us, “and if Christ
has not been raised, your faith is
worthless; you are still in your sins.
Then those also who have fallen asleep in
Christ have perished. If we have hope in
Christ in this life only, we are of all men
most to be pitied"(1 Cor. 15:17-19). My
friend, I'm telling you that Jesus Christ
has risen! By faith you can see it. The
angel gave the women an order to "Go
quickly and fell His disciples” that He
has risen.

The third part of the angel's message
was that Jesus Christ is Lord. The angel
said, "He is not here, for He has risen,
just as He said“(v. 6). Before He died,
Jesus told His disciples that He would
rise again in three days. The place
where they laid Him was empty. He is
Lord, just as He said before. The angel
reminded the women that they had
heard from the Lord, the Son of God,
that He is not here, He is risen. In
other words, the angel was telling them
that indeed He is your Lord. Jesus had
said, "Destroy this temple, and in three
days I will raise it up"(Tn. 2:19). He was
talking about His body. Did not He do it?
He explained, "For this reason the
Father loves Me, because I lay down My
life so that I may take it again. No one
has taken it away from Me, but I lay it
down on My own initiative. I have
authority to lay it down, and I have
authority to take it up again. This
commandment I received from My
Father"(In. 10:17-18). Jesus laid down
His life so that He could take it again.

The angel gave the women an order to
"Go quickly and tell His disciples” that
He is Lord, just as He said.

The angel instructed the women to
tell this wonderful news to Christ's
disciples. He said, "6o quickly and tell
His disciples that He has risen from the
dead; and behold, He is going ahead of
you into Galilee, there you will see Him,
behold, I have told you"(v. 7). The
disciples had to meet the resurrected
Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself met and
greeted the women as they left the
tomb. As they worshipped Him, He told
them, "Do not be afraid: go and take
word to My brethren to leave for Galilee,
and there they will see Me“(v. 10). Jesus
wanted fo see His disciples. When He
did, He told them to go all over the world
and proclaim the gospel message. This is
great news! This is the good news that
our world absolutely needs.

Let us be serious my dear friend.
Come to the Lord. He wants you to
come, especially today. He asked the
women to go and tell His disciples to
meet with Him. Right now, just like the
disciples, Jesus is asking you to come to
Him. He's calling out, "Come to Me, all
who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will
give you rest”(Mt. 11:28). Just as the
angel instructed the women, Jesus
commands you to quickly go, proclaim,
and teach the good news of the gospel.
Today is a wonderful day. Jesus is not
here in an earthly grave. He died, but
He is risen. He is our Lord. He wants to
meet with us so that we may believe and
have faith, and because He loves us.
Like the disciples, He then asks us to go
and tell the great news to the entire
world. For some the call today is "Come”,
and for others it is "Go". Hear His voice,
follow His command, and join Him.
Amen.
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