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roughout his Christian life,
Paul’s fundamental teaching was
the resurrection of Christ. As a veteran
missionary, he always preached the
basic foundation of the Gospel. Amen!
He wrote this intensely personal
second letter to Timothy, his young
son in the faith, while imprisoned in
Rome as the result of persecution
under Nero. Even though he was alone
and cold in his dungeon, knowing that
death was near, his heart was filled
with the freedom of peace. Why?
Because he had the word of God. He
was a sincerely happy man, who could
rejoice in the Lord, even though
surrounded by adversity. How?
Because the word of God cannot be
bound, Paul suffered hardship for the
Gospel, “even to imprisonment as a
criminal™, but he also knew that just
because he was locked-up that “the
word of God is not imprisoned™ (v. 9).
Even though Paul was jailed, the Word
of God can never be jailed. Its
transforming, amazing, and mighty
power never be confined. Paul found
great comfort and joy during his
darkest hours because of this
wonderful truth.
Satan and his adversaries have
tried ly, since the b
of creation, to silence the word of God.
People burn Bibles. Nations ban
Christian evangelism and punish its
supporters. Societies replace, ignore,
or distort God's Word with other
things. Schools educate our young to
contemplate evolution and the Big
Bang theory. Universities train
scientists, doctors, and other
professionals to rely on technology
and themselves. Governments
maintain laws that uphold the practice
of abortion. The global efforts of the
world to hide, tie-up, and eliminate
God’s word, throughout history, have
always failed and will continue to fail
because God's word cannot be hidden,
bound, or abolished. No matter how
hard unbelievers labor to bind the
word of God from reaching the hearts

)

FH

Sermon for next week

The Word of God Unbound

(2 Timothy 2:9)

But God’s word is not chained..”

of His chosen, their work is useless.
Truth always remains alive and active
because the word of God fulfills the
purposes of Godl. It abides forever!
Human systems can interrupt the
proclamation of the Gospel, but they
cannot stop it. The early church
experienced great persecution. They
were not allowed under Roman law to

weakens or changes. Heavy burdens,
indeed, take away strength. Many
pastors speak about the heavy burdens
of preaching God'’s word. Actually,
preaching God's word is not a heavy
burden, heavy burdens are a problem
of faith, not of the word of God, God’s
word is liberating. Tt frees the soul 1o
enjoy the comforts of heaven. Within

Sometimes we wani to practice

our faith, but are lifestyles are bounded.

Let’s rejoice because the word of God is our source of

freedom. Let’s stand-up and cause

the Holy Spirit fo work in us and others, so that those

who have ears to hear will hear
the word of God and accept it. The power of God’s
word gives all Christians freedom,

“Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the

Lord will spread rapidly and
be glorified,
Just as it did also with you”
(2 Thes. 3:1)

publicly proclaim their faith. Almost
all of Jesus’ disciples were martyred.
According to historical records, Paul
was beheaded on the Ostian Way, west
of Rome. Even so, Christianity spread
like wild fire. The Holy Spirit's
movement within the hearts of
believers causes other people to listen
and accept the Gospel. Christians still
practice their faith in the midst of
unfavorable and even life threatening
afflictions because of the power of
God's word. In the despair of their
work, miracles abound. Think of
Samson, bound between two poles,
calling out to God, and God’s miracle
happening. Here, you see the glory of
God. Wherever there is a Christian
martyr, there is sacrifice, love, and the
continuing of God's word, Even if a
servant of God dies, the Gospel never
dies.

Sometimes a servant of God gets
weakened, but the word of God never

the church, all too often, rituals,
traditions, and customs suppress the
word of God. People tie-up the Gospel
with their selfish and ignorant ways,
but the Word of God is never bound.
Their failures, their sins, can’t stop
God's word from performing. The
reason why is because the Gospel is
the good news from God. It has 1o be
proposed and achieved because it’s
God's word, and God’s word is always
accomplished. The Word of God
within a human heart creates such love
and cagerness, that one must share it.
The desire to pass on the Word of God
to feed the soul of another is part of the
Word itself. The Gospel is a spiritual
food that every person needs to live.
Just like people need bread and water
for physical sustenance, they need the
Gospel for true sustenance. In the
Word of God there is life, true life and
liberty, that humans hunger and thirst
for. This word of God gives us

“For which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal.

encouragement and makes us proclaim
the Gospel to non-believers, despite all
obstacles.

Why is the word of God unbound?
The word of God cannot be bound
because it is the voice of God
Almighty. It can’t be tied because the
Holy Spirit is working on this world, It
can’t be constrained because people
need it for life. Without the word of
God, spiritual people can’t receive His
truth into their hearts. That’s why this
word of God makes us absolutely free.
In the word of God Christians are free,
and can’t be bound, even with death.

The frigidity of cold people can’t
take away the word of God. The
faultiness of hypocrites can’t make the
word of God faulty. The spiritual
failure of sinners can’t cause the word
of God to fail. As more and more non-
believers increase in number, that
doesn’t mean the Gospel will be lost.
God has His remnant. The certainty of
His word will bring His promises to
fruition (see Isa. 55:11). Gentiles and
poor people will hear the proclamation
of the Gospel through Christians.
Jesus told John’s disciples, “Go and
report to John what you hear and see:
the blind receive sight and the lame
walk, the lepers are cleansed and the
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and
the poor have the gospel preached to
them™ (Mt. 11:4-5). Amen! Even
though John was in prison, about to be
murdered, the word of God still
prevailed. Moreover, Christ Himself
was crucified, and two thousand years
have passed since His death,
resurrection, and ascension, and still
the word of God is living.

Sometimes we want to practice our
faith, but lifestyles are bounded. Let’s
rejoice because the word of God is our
source of freedom. Let's stand-up and
cause the Holy Spirit to work in us and
others, so that those who have ears to
hear will hear the word of God and
accept it. The power of God’s word
gives all Christians freedom. “Finally,
brethren, pray for us that the word of
the Lord will spread rapidly and be
glorified, just as it did also with you™
(2 Thes. 3:1). 4
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