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| Sermon of pastor Kim |

DEAD BUT ALIVE

"+ Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,
knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him.
For the death that He died, He died to sin, once for all: but the life that He lives, He lives to God.

Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. - * (Romans 6:6-14).

t's a simple and clear fact that humans die. You don’ t have to

do much research to discover the historical evidence of this
fruth. In today s Scripture verses, believers find an even more
amazing proof concerning death, “Now if we have died with Christ,
we believe that we shall also live with Him" (v. 8). This is an amazing
blessing for believers! Every human eventually realizes that he or
she is going to die, but those who die believing in Christ also realize
that they are going to live. Isn t that a blessing? Our Creator has
given His creatures a choice, to believe or not to believe. If you
believe in Jesus Christ, you will live. If you will not believe in Jesus
Christ, you will die. It's a simple and clear fact that all humans
need to grasp quickly.

Sin is a curse placed on all humans born into this world. There s
no avoiding it, and there’ s only one way to eliminate it. The one and
only way to remove the curse of sin is through faith in Jesus Christ.
To obtain the amazing truth of life after death, you have to believe
it. You have to be a believer. If you' re a believer, you've got
eternal life. If you' re not a believer, you ve got eternal death.
Believers' sins are forgiven, wiped away, through the blood of
Jesus Christ. They receive new life in Christ. This blessing is a
privilege beyond all privileges. Nothing compares with eternal lifel
“Knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order
that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no
longer be slaves fo sin; for he whe has died is freed from sin’ (w.
647). If we truly know this, then we know what we have to do. We
have a responsibility, a duty, to carry forward until we meet Jesus
face to face. Because we know of this truth now, the truth of a
better life, we have to live accordingly. We have to recognize the
important things.

What are the important things? One of them is to “consider
yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus” (v. 11).
You have to accept this as a believer. Do you believe and accept it?
If you do, it means that you say "No" to yourself, and “Yes™ to
Jesus. If you' re a believer, then you understand this. You know
that you have to deny yourself all the time. You have to say "no, no,
no” to your pride, opinions, and self-interests. When Jesus asks
you to do something, you have to say ‘yes, yes, yes'. In this way,
you are alive. You' re dead but alivel As a new creature, you say
“Yes” to Jesus, which means you say ‘No” to yourself. If youdon t
recognize this, then you' re not a believer. If you don' t practice
this, then you re in danger of eternal death. This is a very deep
and important thing to understand, my friend.

Before Christ, we always satisfied and enjoyed our own desires.
Our reputation and level of respect was so important. Earthly
things mattered more to us than anything else did. After Christ, all
these things had to die on the cross with Him. When you accepted
Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, your sinful body died with
Christ. No more are you the slave of sin. Now the blood of Jesus
Christ makes you a new creature. You become righteous in the sight
of God because of His grace. Jesus took the punishment for your
sins. That' s why you have to die on the cross. You have to give up,
let go, and drop the “old self” in order to become a righteous
person with new life. Your confession is “Now if we have died with
Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him"(v. 8). Is this

your testimony?

Do you know, “that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is
never to die again; death no longer is master over Him” (v. 9)?
Believers know this. They know that “the death that He died, He
died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God”
(v. 10). Sin no longer has control over you, but it truly makes every
effort to try and control you all the time. Sin is death. It
continually is at your side, demanding to take you over, It wants to
contral you, That's why believers cannot let sin be their master.
Our old life, our old self, died with Jesus Christ on the cross. It's
truel It sanamazing fact! But we have to accept it. We have to
practice it. There s no, not one, righteous person in this werld.
There is no one who does not sin(see 1 King. 8:46; 1 Jn. 1:8; Ja. 3:2).
We all fail. No one is perfect. As a believer, you have to accept
this truth too. Knowing that we have died with Christ and are no
longer a slave to sin, we recognize that we are righteous from the
grace of God. We have to accept that. We also have to accept that
we are not perfect. As such, the need for us to know and practice
our duty is a very important thing.

What is our duty? “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal
body so that you obey its lusts’ (v. 12). That' s our duty. Every time
sin tries to shake you up, you' Il fail unless you practice what you
know to be the truth. You have to recognize and practice what you
know. Sin has amazingly terrible power. It can desfroy you
immediately. If sin is in you, having his way, he is going to be your
master. You Il end up in jail, under the law. Your new nature will
disappear, go away. You can't ‘go on presenting the members of
your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness: but present
yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members
as instruments of righteousness to God. For sin shall not be master
over you, for you are not under law but under grace’ (vv. 13414).
Don' t let sin have his way. Sometimes the devil is so smart, and
comes at you like an angel saying you have to do this and you can do
that. If you listen to him, then you re following his plan. You
become an enemy to the Lord. You' re real life gets destroyed.

Your body is a place of battle. You have to fight against its
hunger, its thirst, and its desires for sinful things. All these things
try to deceive you, to take you away from God' s blessings. Don’ t
try to make your life here on this earth happy with money, respect,
fame, and all kinds of earthly remedies. If you do, you Il fill your
heart with all kinds of sinful things, and have no room for the blood
of Jesus. Sin comes to your heart all the time. It wants to reign
over all people. As a believer, you have the Holy Spirit. He will
equip, edify, and encourage you in the Word of God to overcome sin.
The Word of God is always near if you listen and read it. We have
to make Jesus Christ master in our heart. My friend, that' s the
way we have new life. He gave us His body and blood. new life only
comes through faith in Jesus Christ. We have the greatest
privilege and duty. We have to accept it and practice it. That's
how we endure the race of life. Just believe in Jesus. You can’ t do
it yourself. The only answer is to deny yourself, take your cross,
and follow Him. That is what you have to practice. That, my friend,
is what faith is all about. 4
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