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Sermon for Next Sunda

Sermon forNext Sunday

A WOMAN, THIS WOMAN

“Now when Jesus was in Bethany, at the home of Simon the leper, 7a woman came to Him
with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume, and she poured it on His head as He reclined at the table.
-« 124For when she poured this perfume on My body, she did it to prepare Me for burial.
@Truly I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world,
what this woman has done will also be spoken of in memory of her.” (Matthew 26:6~13)

n His way to Jerusalem to take the cross, Jesus stopped by

Bethany. Simon, the leper, invited Jesus with His disciples to
his home (Mt. 26:6). It was just two days before the Passover and
Jesus had told His disciples along the way, “You know that after
two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man is to be
handed over for crucifixion” (Mt. 26:2). The disciples were aware of
Jesus' perilous situation. They might not have fully understood the
greater dynamics that awaited Jesus and themselves, but they
certainly knew that Jesus was about to undergo some terrible pain
and suffering. Their mind-set should have been focused on Jesus'
well-being, but as today’s Bible passage reveals their mind-set was
on other things. Thankfully, there was a woman in Jesus’ presence
whose heart and mind were devoted to Him. Let's look at this very

special woman to uncover her real beauty, so that you can see the’

things about her that God sees.

A woman came to Jesus Christ with an alabaster vial of very
costly perfume, and she poured it on His head as He reclined at
the table (Mt. 26:7). Besides His disciples, I'm sure Jesus was
surrounded by a crowd of people in Simon’s home. Of all the
people there, one woman grabbed the attention of all the others. In
Jewish culture at that time, women had no power, but everyone's
eyes were fixed on this woman. She had the privilege, the great
opportunity to express her love toward Jesus. She didn't delay her
actions, but rather stood up, walked across the room, and gave
Jesus a very, very costly perfume. How do you treat Jesus Christ?
This woman treated Him as her treasure, “But store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also”(Mt. 6:20~21). This
woman loved Jesus. She believed in Jesus Christ as Savior. Like
Paul, she counted the costly perfume as nothing compared to her
Lord, “More than that, | count all things to be loss in view of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom |

have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so

that | may gain Christ” (Phil. 3:8).

A woman committed to sacrifice for Jesus Christ. She gave Him
everything she had. The Bible mentions that the perfume probably
cost around 300 denarii (Mk. 14:5), which had the purchasing
power equivalent to 300 days' wages for a worker. Everyone
around her thought she was stupid, “But the disciples were
indignant when they saw this, and said, 'Why this waste? ‘For this
perfume might have been sold for a high price and the money
given to the poor'”(Mt. 26:8~9). This woman poured out a year's
salary worth of perfume on Jesus’ head. Indeed, it could have
been used to help many people. The disciples were visibly upset,
and thought this silly woman just wasted a lot of money for
nothing. Real love is a sacrifice of self. This woman delivered a
very strong message, but it was not received well by the many:
Matthew 7:3 says, "Why do you look at the speck that is in your
brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?"

I've had the opportunity to witness people give great sacrifices to
this church, only to hear outsiders discourage them with words
like, “Why do you want to do that when the church already has so |
much money?” 1 Corinthians 4:5 teaches us, "Therefore do not go
on passing judgments before the time, but wait until the Lord
comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the
darkness and disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then each
man’s praise will come to him from God." Jesus knows your heart!
This woman's actions received blame from all the other Christians
around her, but she had a strong message. Her gift was a sacrifice
for Jesus. Her heart and mind were focused on Jesus Christ. She |
wasn't worried about her environment, her conditions, or what
other people thought. She cared about Jesus.

This woman was honored by Jesus. Jesus said, “Truly | say to
you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what
this woman has done will also be spoken of in memory of her" (Mt.
26:13). Wow! When we preach the gospel, we need to remember
this woman. Jesus explained, “Why do you bether the woman?
For she has done a good deed to Me: For you always have the |
poor with you; but you do not always have Me"(Mt. 26:10~11). A
lot of believers judge the actions of others and complain about
them, but this woman did a great job. Jesus further explained, “For
when she poured this perfume on My body, she did it to prepare
Me for burial"(Mt. 26:12). Her sacrifice was in preparation for
Jesus' death. Perhaps she didn't even know the full ramifications
of her actions, but Jesus did. Pouring the perfume on Jesus' head
was not her idea or plan. She didn't make an appointment for this
visit. She had an opportunity with Jesus, and she poured her life
and heart for Him. She did not let the opportunity pass. She went
with now, not later. Jesus knew that there would be other
opportunities to do good to the poor, but not another opportunity to
do what had just been done to Him. Jesus told the others in the
room not to bother this weman, but rather to remember what 'she
did for Him. Her ministry work paralleled the gospel! This woman
praised Jesus Christ.

My dear friends, what a wonderful gift we receive from this
woman today. Her actions go with the gospel forever. She is a
permanent memory, “The memory of the righteous is blessed, But
the name of the wicked will rot”(Prov. 10:7). Right now we have
the opportunity to do the work of God, “We must work the works
of Him who sent Me as long as it is day; night is coming when no
one can work”(Jn. 9:4). | don’t want you to lose this opportunity,
but rather | want you to seize it like this woman in today's Bible
passage, “making the most of your time, because the days are
evil”(Eph. 5:16). Don’t make the same mistake the disciples made
with this woman, but “Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward
outsiders, making the most of the opportunity. Let your speech
always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you
will know how you should respond to each person”(Col. 4:5~8).
Amen. §
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