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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

A WOMAN DISCIPLE NAMED DORCAS

“Now in Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which translated in Greek is called Dorcas); this woman was
abounding with deeds of kindness and charity which she continually did. “And it happened at that time that she
Jell sick and died; and when they had washed her body, they laid it in an upper room. -+ “"And he gave her his
hand and raised her up; and calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive. “It became known all over
Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. “” And Peter stayed many days in Joppa with a tanner named Simon.
(Acts 9:36~43)

fter the coming of the Holy Spirit, the primitive church began to

grow. Jerusalem’s congregation members escalated into the
thousands, and the Christians in nearby regions also expanded, “So
the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed
peace, being built up; and going on in the fear of the Lord and in the
comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase.”(v. 31) Even
Saul, the church’s worst persecutor, became a Christian evangelist
and gained power, "But Saul kept increasing in strength and
confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus by proving that this
Jesus is the Christ.”(v. 22) Today's Bible passage reveals that
Christianity had also reached the city of Joppa, where a woman
disciple named Dorcas had died. The disciples in Joppa had heard
that the Apostle Peter was staying in Lydda, a neighboring
community, and had recently healed a paralyzed man. They sent two
men to implore him to come to Joppa, which he did. He came and
raised Dorcas from the dead, which became known all over Joppa
causing many others to believe in the Lord. Who was this woman
named Dorcas?

Dorcas was a disciple. She was a sinner who believed in Jesus
Christ and received the Holy Spirit. The Bible tells us, “Now in Joppa
there was disciple named Tabitha (which translated in Greek is called
Dorcas); this woman was abounding with deeds of kindness and
charity which she continually did."(v. 36) She practiced her faith, so
that her life reflected Jesus to others. She was obviously dedicated
to Christ because her actions of kindness and charity were
continual. The fruit of the spirit was evident in her life. It was a
testimony, not an empty profession. Others saw Christ in her. The
widows present at her death showed Peter "all the tunics and
garments that Dorcas used to make while she was with them."{v.
39) Truly her faith was living and bearing fruit to others. Her concern
for others revealed that her faith was alive. Through her good works
she showed others Christ's love, and between God and her she
always made good works. Ephesians 2:8~10 says, “For by grace
you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is
the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in
them."” Dorcas' good works came from knowing Jesus, and like
Dorcas, we also should live and work for the glory of God, not for
fame and fortune. Matthew 5:16 says, “Let your light shine before
men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify

your Father who is in heaven.” Wherever we live and work our light
should always show Jesus Christ, not our pride. We are new
creatures destined for heaven. Our old prideful and sinful nature has
changed, "Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the
old things passed away; behold, new things have come.”(2 Cor.
5:17)

Dorcas was a diligent worker. The Bible says, “this woman was
abounding with deeds of kindness and charity which she continually
did."(v. 36) She was a busy woman who made tunics and garments
for other people. Her efforts did not just focus on her kids and
family. Her outreach extended beyond home, and not just once and
awhile but continually. She saw people as God sees them. She
understood that others were in need of His love. Her hands became
the hands of the Lord to those she touched and provided for. Her
hands were witnessing hands that cared for the destitute and
ministered to them in love. Dorcas was full of good works, and the
mercy of Christ was demonstrated through her. The needy would
surely feel her loss.

Dorcas was delivered from death. Peter approached her dead
body, sent everyone else away, “and knelt down and prayed, and
turning to the body, he said, 'Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her
eyes, and when she saw Peter, she sat up. And he gave her his
hand and raised her up; and calling the saints and widows, he
presented her alive,”(vv. 40~41) The other disciples washed her
body, but they did not prepare it for the grave. When they heard that
Peter was near; they sent for him because their faith was strong.
Peter had experience in resurrection. He witnessed Jesus raise
Lazarus, “When He had said these things, He cried out with a loud
voice, ‘Lazarus come forth." The man who had died came forth,
bound hand and foot with wrappings, and his face was wrapped
around with a cloth, Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him
go.""(Jn. 11:43~44) Peter prayed with faith, the saints believed with
faith, and Dorcas arose from death.

My dear friends, Dorcas witnessed the saving power and
compassion of Christ. Do your deeds witness of Christ's love and
compassion for all? Is your faith continual? Do you practice it every
day or just during worship services or only when it is convenient?
Look at yourself. Do your eyes see things as God sees them? Are
your hands moving as Jesus' hands move? | am seriously asking you
right now, ARE YOU A DISCIPLE OF CHRIST? The Holy Spirit wants
to control your life, please believe in Christ and let it be. Amen. i
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