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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

THANKSGIVING

WA Psalm for Thanksgiving. Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth.®Serve the LORD with gladness;
Come before Him with joyful singing. “Know that the LORD Himself is God; It is He who has made us,
and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. YEnter His gates with
thanksgiving, And His courts with praise. Give thanks to Him; bless His name. ®For the LORD is good;
His lovingkindness is everlasting, And His faithfulness to all generations. (Psalm 100:1-5)

s God's children, one of the most important things we need
Ato have is a thanksgiving heart. A thankful heart makes God
happy. A magnificent hymn written by David begins, "Bless the
Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy
name”(Ps. 103:1). What beautiful words. Pretend Christians
always forget to thank God because their hearts and minds are of
the world, not of God.

Today's Bible passage begins, “Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the
earth”(v. 1). The whole world should be praising the Lord. You
should be thankful that you live in South Korea. This country has
the privilege of worshipping God freely. You can go to church, read
your Bible, fellowship with other Christians, and evangelize the
lost. On June 25th the Lord God saved our country, so that now
we have churches and good families. Our country allows this
church to spread the gospel all over the world, so that all the earth
has the opportunity to praise the Lord.

As a child of God, you belong to Him. You can serve and worship
Him with great thanksgiving, “Serve the Lord with gladness;
come before Him with joyful singing. Know that the Lord Himself
is God. It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are
His people and the sheep of His pasture”(vv. 2&3). You can
communicate with God through prayer, and dedicate your life to
Him. All Christian believers, mothers, fathers, teachers, pastors,
elders, and deacons have their foundation in Christ through the
Bible. You and | are able to educate others in Christ, "Train up a
child in the way he should go, even when he is old he will not
depart from it"(Pr. 22:6). How much thanksgiving is in your heart
for that?

You are able to worship the Lord God in His sanctuary, "Enter
His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise. Give
thanks to Him, bless His name”(v. 4). Does your heart thank Him
for this beautiful church? Here you always hear the gospel
message of Christ and the importance of the cross. Is not that a
wonderful blessing? Matthew 16:18-19 says, "I also say to you
that you are Peter, and upon this rock | will build My church; and
the gates of Hades will not overpower it. | will give you the keys
of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall
have been found in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall
have been loosed in heaven.” Hallelujah! God always gives you

His message through this church. He also gave this church His
order, "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | commanded you;
and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age”(Mt.
28:19-20). Choong Hyun sent out 2,700 missionaries. You should
really appreciate this church. This wonderful church is calling the
weary people to come to Jesus, so that they can find rest in Him.
We are facing the challenge, "Therefore | urge you brethren by
the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy
sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of
worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove
what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and
perfect”(Rom. 12:1-2). Are you living accordingly?

The root of all thanksgiving comes from knowing that Jesus
Christ is your Lord, “For the Lord is good; His lovingkindness is
everlasting and His faithfulness to all generations”(v. 5). If Christ is
your Lord, then He redeems you by forgiving your sins, "In Him
we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of His grace”(Eph. 1:7). Right
now, He is preparing your eternal home, “In My Father's house
are many dwelling places; if it were not so, | would have told you;
for | go to prepare a place for you. If | go and prepare a place for
you, | will come again and receive you to Myself, that where | am,
there you may be also”(Jn. 14:2&3). You will receive an eternal
resurrection body, “For we know that if the earthly tent which is
our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not
made with hands, eternal in the heaven"(2 Cor. 5:1). Are you
happy about that? Are you extremely glad that you can do all
things through Jesus, “| can do all things through Him who
strengthens me" (Phil. 4:13).

My dear friend today is Thanksgiving Sunday. As a believer, how
much do you really appreciate God’s grace? Honestly, how
thankful are you for the blessings you have received? On the
outside, it is easy to show others your special thankfulness. Deep
inside, do you truly believe in God's word to the point of
thanksgiving? | hope everyone here today goes home and reads
today's Bible passage ten times aloud. It is so powerful! i
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