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id you know that Jeremiah 31 is
Done of the most significant
chapters in the whole Bible? It not
only contains the principal Old
Testament passage on the new
covenant, “Behold, days are coming,
declares the Lord, when I will make a
new covenant with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah™ (v. 31),
but describes God’s work in making a
great company! It begins with words
like, “declares the Lord™ (v. 1), “Thus
says the Lord”™ (v. 2), “The Lord
appeared saying” (v. 3), and “I will
build you™ (v. 4). Everything about
this chapter comes straight from the
mouth of God. He promises that He
will be the God of all the families of
Israel and they will be His people (v.
1). He will give His people comfort,
rest, and eternal love (vv. 3-4). He
will build them up and they will go
up to Zion (v. 6). This is God's g
working. He's going to make a big,
great company that He will care for
and make happy. God Himself is
going to gather His people.

Today's Bible verses address the
Northern Kingdom, Israel, “For thus
says the Lord, Sing aloud with
gladness for Jacob, And shout among

eal

the chief of the nations: Proclaim,
give praise and say. O Lord. save
Your people. The remnant of Israel.
Behold. I am bringing them from the
north country, And I will gather them
from the remote parts of the earth,
Among them the blind and the lame,
The woman with child and she who is
in labor with child, together; A great
company, they shall return here. With
weeping they shall come, And by
supplication I will lead them: 1 will
make them walk by streams of

Great Company
(Jeremiah 31:7~9)

“Behold, I am bringing them from the north country,
And I will gather them from the remote parts of the earth, Among them the blind and the lame,
The woman with child and she who is in labor with child, together; A great company,

they shall return here.”

waters, On a straight path in which
they shall not stumble; For [ am a
father to Isracl, And Ephraim is My
firstborn™ (vv. 7-9). Amen! Jeremiah
prophesied this wonderful scene.
Even though Israel had fallen captive
to the Assyrians, God would restore
them. He will gather them from the
remote parts of the earth. Distance is
not a problem for God, nor are human
predicaments. Humans can’t imagine
such power and grace.

You'll recall that Jeroboam, the
leader of Israel, ook God’s people
away from Jerusalem when the
kingdom divided. Judah stayed in
Jerusalem and Israel went in the hill
country of Ephraim. Jeroboam didn’t
want his people to go to Jerusalem to
worship because he was afraid that
their hearts would turm to Rehoboam,
king of Judah. So, he made two
golden calves for them to worship.
He cleverly placed one golden calf in
Bethel, which was on the road to
Jerusalem. and the other calf in the
northernmost part of his kingdom,
Dan. He also made priests from
among the people who were not of
the sons of Levi. He ignored God's
“Arise and let us go up to Zion™,
for rightful worship (v. 6). Whoever

has power. like Jeroboam, wants to
gather people themselves and make a
great company. They want to retain
power, fame, and wealth, They want
to establish a political stronghold.
They want their great company 1o be
an inheritance for their own
descendants. But look what happens?
The Pharaoh in Egypt is gone. The
king of Assyria is gone, Alexnader
the Great is gone. Julius Caesar is

gone. Hitler is gone. Stalin is gone.

They all liked making a great
company, but not one stands.

“The kings of the earth did not
believe, Nor did any of the
inhabitants of the world, That the
adversary and the enemy, Could enter
the gates of Jerusalem™ (Lam. 4:12).
The King of kings has made His own
company, which is eternal. Only He
uses the kings of this world for His
purpose. Before His people went to
Zion, now they come to Him for
worship. God uses people as His
instrument to fulfill His way. That's
all. Our God watches over His
people, He was with the Israelites for
40 years in the desert, His love never
stopping. He’s gathering His people
into a great company with His
wonderful love and care. The time is
coming when young people, strong
people, healthy people, and perfect
people won't respond to God because
they think they are great. God still
listens to people, to the lying. lame,
and pregnant women. With them He
makes His own great company and
He leads them. Isn’t that a wonderful
story?

Jesus said, “Come to Me, all who
are weary and heavy-laden, and I will
give you rest” (Mt. 11:28), These are
the people of the great company. not
the strong people. Everyone who is
weak, the weakest people, become
God's children. Not by human effort
but by righteousness, the grace of the

cross, Listen 1o these biblical words,

“After these things I looked, and
behold. a great multitude which no
one could count, from every nation
and all tribes and peoples and
tongues, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb, clothed in white

robes, and palm branches were in
their hands; and they cry out with a
loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation to our
God who sits on the throne, and to the
Lamb” (Rev. 7:9-10). Amen! Do you
believe this is going to happen? Is
God really going to make this great
company? It's happening in
Revelation.

The people will come weeping,
“With all weeping they shall come”.
God’s great company approaches
Him in tears, Why? Because they are
sinners. They ask for His leading.
God said He was the father of Israel.
What a wonderful blessing. He
responds to the sinner, not the
prideful, but to the one who confesses
his sins and asks for forgiveness in
the name of Jesus. They ask by the
grace of God because He is their
Father. The whole chapter of
Jeremiah 31 says that God is the one
who declared, proclaimed, and
promised to make a great company
under a new covenant. John the
Baptist asked Jes
Jesus said to His disciples go and tell
John that the blind see, the lame walk,
lepers are healed, the dead are

if He was the one.

resurrected, and the proclamation of
the kingdom of God, the gospel, is
preached to the poor. That is the only
way God makes a great company. He
inners. That's His purpose.
Are you one of God's great
company? Are you humble? Are you

seeks

a guilty sinner who feels blind. lame,
leprous. and dead because of sin? Ask
the Lord, He will be your Father by
the grace of God. Through the cross
of Jesus Christ He will respond to
you. b
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