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Sermon for Next Sunda

TEARS ON EASTER MORNING

“UBut Mary was standing outside the tomb weeping; and so, as she wept,
she stooped and looked into the tomb; ““and she saw two angels in while sitting, one at the head

and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had been lying.

« 1 Jesus said to her,

“Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My brethren and say to them,
‘I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God.’” ""Mary Magdalene came, announcing
to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and that He had said these things to her. (John 20:11~18)

aster is a time for great rejoicing. Christ arose and He is Lord!
His resurrection is the mighty proof of His divine being, “who
was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from
the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our
Lord”(Rom. 1:4). Our salvation is assured, "and if Christ has not
been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins, - But
now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those
who are asleep”(1 Cor. 15:17~20). We shall rise also, “For the Lord
Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ
will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so
we shall always be with the Lord”(1 Thes. 4:16~17). On the
happiest day of Easter, a lovely woman cried. Her name was Mary
Magdalene, and she dearly loved Jesus. Her deep sadness
concerned Jesus' body being removed from His tomb. Why tears
on this glorious day of triumph? How did Jesus dry them? Let's
look at Mary's journey from terrible sorrow to wonderful service.
Mary's depression came from finding an empty tomb. She went
to the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus. She loved Jesus and
wanted to properly take care of Him, but when she got to the tomb
He was not there. "But Mary was standing outside the tomb
weeping; and so, as she wept, she stooped and looked into the
tomb; and she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and
one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had been lying. And they
said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them,
‘Because they have taken away my Lord, and | do not know where
they have laid Him'"{Jn. 20:11~13). Her mind thought the worst:
somebody had stolen Jesus' dead body. Her sad thoughts caused
darkness to cover her, and anger seeped into her sadness. For
several years she followed Jesus, and listened intently to His
sermons. She even heard what Jesus said of her. “She has done
what she cm’Jkdi’;she has anointed My body beforehand for the
burial, Truly' | say to you, wherever the gospel is preached in the
whole world, what this woman has done will also be spoken of in
memory of her”(Mk. 14:8~9). Jesus preached to her and His
disciples several times this message, “You will all fall away,
because it is written, ‘I will strike down the shepherd, and the
sheep shall be scattered.” But after | have been raised, | will go
ahead of you to Galilee"(Mk, 14:27~28). Mary forgot these words.
Her mind was focused on her own ideas. She saw Jesus die. She
really believed that Jesus was dead. Her mind was filled with her
own thoughts. She didn’t have faith. Her mind only wanted to think
about Jesus' dead body. My dear friend, were Mary's tears and
sorrow worth it? Jesus is alive. Whatever your sadness or
whatever the cause of your tears, where is your faith? Change your
doubting mind to faith. Mary doubted Jesus’ promise, almighty
power, and presence. Let your mind be filled with the true
knowledge that Christ rose from the dead.
Mary's devotion to Jesus was sincere. Jesus had cast out seven

demons from her body, "Now after He had risen early on the first
day of the week, He first appeared to Mary Magdalene, from
whom He had cast out seven demons”({Mk. 16:9). Before meeting
Christ, Mary's life was hellish. She was controlled by demons, but
Jesus set her free. She experienced the miracle and power of God,
knowing that no one else in the world could have helped her.
Standing by His tomb and speaking to angels, Mary “turned around
and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was
Jesus"“(Jn. 20:14). Mary looked into the eyes of Jesus, but did not
recognize Him. When human emotion is strong, one cannot realize
God's presence. People don't like to read the Bible or listen to the
Word of God when their minds are set on their own thinking. They
can’t realize God’s presence when their brains are set wrong.
Sadness and darkness make your eyes dull. Jesus said to Mary,
“"Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?”
Supposing Him to be the gardener, she said to Him, 'Sir, if you have
carried Him away, tell me where you have laid Him, and | will take"
Him away'"(Jn. 20:15). Listen to what Mary said to Jesus. Even
though she was face to face with Him, she still thought her own
thoughts about what was going on were right. That's how all
humans tend to operate, but Jesus still wants to give us eternal
life. What are you saying to Jesus these days? Do you really
believe that He rose from the dead? Do you really know that He
lives? Mary didn‘t recognize Jesus until her perspective changed.
She was looking for a dead man and didn’t know Him when she
saw Him because He was alive.

Mary's direction changed when she recognized Jesus. "Jesus
said to her, ‘Mary!” She turned and said to Him in Hebrew,
‘Rabbonil" (which means, Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Stop clinging
to Me, for | have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My
brethren and say to them, | ascend to My Father and your Father,
and My God and your God." Mary Magdalene came, announcing to
the disciples, ‘| have seen the Lord," and that He had said these
things to her”(Jn. 20:16~18). Jesus called “Mary"! The demons
did not have the power to take her away from Him. Jesus said,
“and | give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no
one will snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given
them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them
out of the Father’s hand”(Jn. 10:28~29). Mary belonged to Jesus,
and Jesus made her His servant. He sent her out with the good
news. He told her that His Father was her Father. She stopped
looking around for a dead body. She became His resurrection
witness.

My dear friends, if you listen to God's word your life will be
beautiful. Only Jesus can give you the peace and joy that lead to
eternal life. Today's message is an invitation for all the sad and
crying people. Jesus is alive. He resurrected. He conquered death,
and He wants to give you eternal life. Please believe Him and trust
Him. Change your tears of sadness to tears of triumph with faith.
Christ arose! W
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