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Why believers turn around €uke 9:62)

"But Jesus said to him,

No one, after putting his hand to the plow and
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”

s Jesus headed to Jerusalem, His ascension soon pending,

He encountered several people who were affected by His
ministry. They really liked Him. His preaching obviously had some
impact on them. One man said to Him, “I will follow You wherever
You go” (v. 57). This individual believed that Jesus was the
Messiah. He was willing to follow Jesus to the Temple, to a palace,
or even to the toughest of places. His confession sounded really
good, but Jesus told him, “The foxes have holes and the birds of
the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His
head" (v. 58). Jesus' response was entirely different than what the
man expected to hear. He knew this man. He knew this man's
words were shallow. Jesus knows believers. He knows you!

Jesus told another man who said that he would follow Him right
after he said good-bye to his family, "No one, after putting his
hand to the plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God"
(v. 62). Why? Jesus loves you. He died for you. He even invites
you to come to Him. The real thing is that He knows you. There
are a lot of people who get emotionally excited when they hear the
preaching of God' s Word. They know Jesus is great and powerful,
and they want to follow Him. The problem is that they turn around
and fall away from God' s grace. Their attitude is ready, but they
still look back. The key is why? Why do believers turn around?

Paul told the Galatians, “You have been severed from Christ,
you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from
grace” (Gal. 5:4). Too many Christian hearts love Jesus but want
to be justified by law. They think because they go to church every
Sunday, tithe regularly, have success, talent, or just generally do
goad things, they are accepted by God. But that' s why they' re cut
off from the grace of God. Christ told Paul in his affliction, "My
grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness” (2
Cor. 12:9). That' s the key! Real believers find out that Christ alone
is plenty enough. When you discover how really terrible and weak
you are, when you confess that, perfection comes in. Before then,
those who say ‘| am going to follow You" or “I' m ready Lord"
aren' t ready. They will indeed turn around. Problems of money,
clothes, family, health or whatever will quickly turn their heads.
Only when you deny yourself will you find peace. A lot of people
don't deny themselves, they haven't experienced or confessed
their weakness. Their theory is to think, “I'm weak so give me
power”, but their perspective is all wrong. It s in their weakness
that Christ is made strong.

Believers turn away form God because their roots are not
deep. The Bible tells us, “And after the sun had risen, it was
scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away™ (Mk. 4:6).
This verse is part of Jesus' parable about the sower. Jesus
wanted the people to examine their hearts’ responses to His
message. When the Word of God goes out, it spreads. You accept
it, you get emotional excited over it, you even proclaim God' s
grace is good and that you love Him and want to follow Him, but
your roots are not deep. Whenever you first receive God' s Word
you are happy, but you don' t get roots for awhile. Because it' s the
Word of God you know it' s good. So you go out into the world to
find out that the world doesn' t like it or you. You want to practice
your faith but society doesn’ t want you to. Because of the Word of
God, believers turn around. The persecution and troubles of non-
acceptance in society force believers to turn around, “These are
the ones who are beside the road where the word is sown; and
when they hear, immediately Satan comes and take away the
word which has been sown in them” (Mk. 4:15). The afflictions,

warries of the world, deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for
other things enter in and choke the word. Satan takes it away
because it is the word of God.

This world is filled with earthly things. People get scared away
or caught up in worldly matters. Luke 21:34835 tells us, ‘Be on
guard, so that your hearts will not be weighted down with
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of life, and that day
will not come on you suddenly like a trap; for it will come upon all
those who dwell on the face of all the earth.” Actually, the
believers who turn away aren' t converted. They haven't fulfilled
the terms of the Gospel. There's no true repentance, no
understanding of godly sorrow for sin in their hearts. That' s why
they don' t hold on and believe in the truth. Paul confessed, “For |
determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and
Him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2). People love the preacher, but they
don' t follow Jesus. Those who don't confess their sin are not
converted. Their roots are shallow, not deep, and they will turn
around. They' re not born again Christians through the Gospel.
Look ar Lot s wife. That' s Jesus Christ’ s sermon here. If you love
what you' re hearing now through me, this is short term. You' re
not born again until you bitterly repent that Jesus died for you
because you are a sinner, a terrible, sick, and weak person.
Without this confession my friends, your roots are shallow. You
may want to keep the Word of God, but the persecution you' re
going to face the minute you walk out these doors will make you
turn away.

Believers who turn around aren’ t careful with their life. Their
bodies are for their own enjoyment, not for the body of Christ.
They drink, smoke, and party like there’ s no tomorrow. They' re
not on guard. They' re filled with anxiety about their education,
careers, and family. Look at your life. Pride, eagerness, and your
own desires make you dumb, not Christ-centered. You are self-
centered. You are not the temple of God. Your body is a palace for
you. Let me ask, are you a Christian soldier of not? Christian
soldiers don’' t hang onto their personal life, “Suffer hardship with
me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier in active service
entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may
please the one who enlisted him as a soldier” (2 Tim. 2:384).

Believers who turn around don’ t act under the light. Christ is
the light of the world. He shines on you, right? But you don' t live in
His light, you fall down in the darkness, "but if we walk in the Light
as He Himself is in the Light, we have tellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 Jn.
1:7). People who don' t act in the light turn around. Yes, they claim
to love Jesus but they turn around; they love darkness. “So Jesus
was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, 'If you abide in
My Word, then you are truly disciples of Mine'" (Jn. 8:31). You' ve
got to abide in the Word of God. He is the light, the way, and the
truth.

Do you want to deny yourself and only follow Jesus? If it' s
true, then you don’ t turn around. If your knowledge about the Lord
is only on Jesus' greatness and power, | know you are going to
turn arcund. “No one, after putting his hand to the plow and
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God™ (v. 62). Amen. Jesus'
word is to deny yourself, take your cross, and follow Him. That s
the only way not to turn around. It' s the secret of God. The people
who think they' re smart, talented, and generally good, and say, ‘I
will follow You", Jesus knows they will turn around.
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