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| sermon for Next Sunday ||

LIVING WATER

™ Jesus answered and said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water shall thirst again
™ but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water

that I shall give him shalil become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.”
(John 4:13&14)

hile traveling from Judea te Galilee, Jesus passed through a city

of Samaria called Sychar. Wearied from His journey, he stopped
to rest at Jacob's well. As He was sitting by the well waiting for His
disciples to return with some food, a woman came to draw water.
Jesus told the woman, "Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst
again; but whoever drinks of the water that | will give him shall never
thirst; but the water that | will give him will become in him a well of
water springing up to eternal life"(Jn. 4:13&14). Never thirst means
eternally. Jesus talked to this woman ahout God's grace. The grace of
God is mysterious. Among all mysteries, the most mysterious is grace.
From Jesus' conversation with the woman at the well, we learn what
God's grace is

God's grace is a spiritual joy that cannot come from the human heart,
or through human morale and effort. No matter how hard you try, your
achievements cannot earn His grace. No amount of money, level of
success, or degree of intelligence can bring Ged's grace into your life.
Without exception, grace is strictly a gift of God. He makes you His
child, and joins you to Him through His grace. You bypass death and
receive eternal life by His grace alone.

God's grace is unimaginable, The woman at the well never expected
God's grace. 1 Corinthians 2:9 says, “Things which eye has not seen
and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart of man, all
that God has prepared for those who love Him.” As advanced as our
21st century scientists are, they still cannot discover the secret to
eternal life. They are unable to find out what happens after death.
Science cannot answer these questions, but by the grace of God, the
child of Gad experiences this life. God's grace is within every Christian.
No cone else can see it, so it remains a secret. Jesus explained this
secret to the woman at the well by using the parable concerning water.

God's grace is like living water that springs up to eternal life. Sitting
by Jacob's well in the middle of the desert, Jesus used the fascinating
subject of water to explain the significance of God's grace. Survival in
the desert depends upon water. Without water, death is imminent. The
woman at the well understood the importance of water. Jesus told her
that He had water that would not only make her never thirst, but also
would beceme in her a well of water springing up to eternal life. The
implications of living water carry deep meaning. Even though your
physical body is dying, inside Christians have living water that springs
up to eternal life. It is something no one can take away, and no one
else but Jesus can give to you.

God's grace is for the humble. If you humbly come to Jesus, He will
give you living water. Jesus said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill
and destroy; | came that they may have life, and have it abundantly”
(Jn. 10:10). Who are they? They are sheep. If your pride keeps you
from being associated as a sheep, then you have a serious problem.
Pride is the root of all evils. It hardens your heart. It destroys you!
Please drop your pride. Indeed, sheep are dumb animals in need of
extreme care, which is why you need Jesus. He is the chief shepherd
who will carry you to heaven.

God's grace is the hope of eternal life. 2 Corinthians 5:1 says, “For
we know that if the earthy tent which is our house is torn down, we

have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens.” Do you believe it? As you live this life through all its
circumstances and situations, you need to focus on this message. If
you live on this earth, you know you are going to die. Do you have
hope? What is your hope? Many people want the comfortable life now,
and do not really care what happens after death. If you do not focus on
this message, your real life will be lived in darkness. Society lives in
darkness, and everything they have to offer leads to darkness. They do
not have the answer. Most people do not like to think about life. They
prefer to ignore the questions of life because they have no faith, no real
hope. Even believers try to ignore death and live for right now. Life and
death exist. Nobody argues against it, however, only a few people
agree about eternal life. The world talks about death through sad
songs, beautiful poems, and emotional words, but has no clear
solution. Death, as a believer, is the entrance to eternal life. If you want
the real Christian life, you have to have the hope of eternal life, and not
just for yourself, but also for others. You need to share the good news!
When someone asks you how they can be saved, tell them, "Believe in
the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household”(Acts.
16:31)

God's grace, living water, is not only for this life, but also for eternal
life. This hope is reality. You have to accept death and resurrection. You
have to have faith and hope. When you accept it, you can clearly look at
the future. Every word that Jesus said has significant meaning. In John
11:25&286, He said, “| am the resurrection and the life; he who believes
in Me will live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in
Me will never die. Do you believe this?" |s that your faith?

My dear friend, do you know who Jesus is? He is greater than the
temple (Mt. 12:6); He is greater than Jonah (Mt. 12:41); He is greater
than Solomon (Mt. 12:42); He is greater than Abraham (Jn. 8:538&58)!
Do you believe it? John 3:31 says, "He who comes from above is
above all; he who is of the earth is from the earth and speaks of the
earth. He wha comes from heaven is above all.” Jesus is greater than
even Moses, Elijah, and John the Baptist because He came from
heaven! He is above all, as is His word. Do you focus on His word? The
woman from Sychar did. Jesus told her to come to Him and get living
water, so that she could have eternal life. While on this earth, Jesus
cried out, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. He who
believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will
flow rivers of living water'"(Jn. 7:37&38), Can you hear His strong call?
Are you listening? The crowds in Jesus' day ignored Him and laughed
at His words. Jesus said, “| am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. | will give to the one who thirsts from the
spring of the water of life withaut cost”(Rev. 21:6)

This is the third Sunday of Lent, please come to Jesus, and focus on
what He said. He is above all. No human or angel can compare to Him.
In order to listen to Him, you must humble yourself and become a
sheep. There is no place for pride, no room for smarty-pants behavior.
Jesus revealed God's greatest secret, His grace, as living water, As a
Christian, think about the rivers of living water flowing through you
right now, and praise God for His grace. Amen. i
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