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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

AT TROAS

?0n the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul began talking to them,
intending to leave the next day, and he prolonged his message until midnight. ®There were many lamps
in the upper room where we were gathered together. "And there was a young man named Eutychus
sitting on the window sill, sinking into a deep sleep; and as Paul kept on talking, he was overcome by sleep
and fell down from the third floor and was picked up dead. ""But Paul went down and fell upon him,
and after embracing him, he said, “Do not be troubled, for his life is in him.” "When he had gone back up
and had broken the bread and eaten, he talked with them a long while until daybreak, and then left.
2They took away the boy alive, and were greatly comforted.

(Acts 20:7~12)

uring Paul's third missionary journey he visited the city of
DTroas. The Bible tells us, “On the first day of the week, when
we were gathered together to break bread, Paul began talking to
them, intending to leave the next day, and he prolonged his
message until midnight.”(v. 7) The first day of the week was a
Sunday, the day after the Sabbath Day, which was on Saturday.
The new Christian church worshipped and broke bread for Holy
Communion on Sundays. This became the regular day of worship
for Christians in remembrance of Christ’s resurrection on Sunday.
This particular Sunday was going to be Paul's last day at Troas. The
believers there were very sad and they did not want his preaching
to end. So, Paul preached to them way into the night. One young
man, who obviously liked hearing Paul's preaching but was not
that serious about the Lord’s Supper, dosed off and fell from a
third story window where he had been sitting. He died on impact.
Paul held this Sunday worship service with the Lord’s Supper, a
special memorial of Jesus, earnestly and sincerely. Everyone took
it seriously except this one young man, “And there was a young
man named Eutychus sitting on the window sill, sinking into a
deep sleep; and as Paul kept on talking, he was overcome by sleep
and fell down from the third floor and was picked up dead.”(v. 9)
This young man wasn't actively interested or involved with Paul's
sermon. He wasn't sitting in a proper seat. When we take Holy
Communion, we have to have one heart and we have to
remember who our Lord Jesus Christ is.

We must remember that Jesus Christ is our Scriptural Savior. He
came to fulfill the Seriptures, “And the Word became flesh, and
dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”(Jn. 1:14) Jesus
fulfilled the Scripture through His birth, life, and death. If we do not
seriously look at Jesus Christ in this way, we will have trouble.
Paul says, “For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also
received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,
and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day
according to the Scriptures-----"(1Cor, 15:3~4) The proclamation of

this message is the reason for the existence of our church. Indeed,
this ordinance of the church present is a picture of the gospel.
Communion is the time to remember Jesus Christ's death. His
sacrifice on the cross fulfilled Scripture and made possible our
salvation.

We must remember that Jesus Christ is our Sorrowing Savior.
Isaiah 53:3 says, “He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men
hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him."”
Jesus was rejected by those He came to save. He was cursed and
persecuted and even betrayed by one of His own disciples, Judas.
Still today His sorrows continue as He intercedes on our behalf.
His compassion did not end at the cross, but continues to this very
day.

We must remember that Jesus Christ is our Suffering Savior.
Isaiah 53:5 says, “But He was pierced through for our
transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities: the chastening
for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are
healed.” Consider His suffering on the cross. The cross was no
afterthought with God. Knowing the pain and suffering of the cross
He came to save us. Honestly, who can truly understand such
love? Jesus Christ endured the suffering of the cross so that we
might escape the suffering of hell. Christ was our substitute. The
Lord God laid on Him the iniquities of us all. Isaiah 53:6 says, “All
of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his
own way; but the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on
Him." We deserve to die but Jesus took our place. He became sin
for us so that we might be able to stand righteous before Him,
"He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that
we might become the rightecusness of God in Him.”(2Cor. 5:21)

My dear friend, have you made the message of Communion
personal? Do you take Jesus sericusly? Can you come to the
Lord’s Table right now with a sincere and earnest heart? Please let
God's Word keep you alert and ready until Jesus Christ's return.
Amen. 4
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