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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

" HOW WONDERFUL THE GRACE OF CHRIST

“Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

@For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. -
“oFf Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.
WBut if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,

He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through
His Spirit who dwells in you. (Romans 8:1~11)

here are always struggles in the Christian life. Our flesh and the

Holy Spirit fight against each other all the time. The good news is
that true believers experience freedom and victory in these constant
battles through the grace of Christ. Real Christians understand that
living for the glory of God is impossible without Jesus. They know
that only Jesus can live by the Law. Many of today's Christians think
that if they do well and act well, then God will give them happiness,
success, and all kinds of blessings, but this is simply not true. No
one does well under the Law. No matter how hard you try or how
hard you wish to live the very best life for God, the truth is that you
can‘t. You can't, but Jesus can! When you start living by faith, God
gives and receives glory. You need to stop wasting your time and
effort by trying to live the Christian life by the Law, and start living
the Christian life by the wonderful grace of Christ. His grace comes
with guarantees. What kind of guarantees come with living under
the grace of Christ?

The grace of Christ guarantees no condemnation. “Therefore there
is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus”(Rom.
8:1). As a believer, this means that your fight with the Law will end
in victory. Paul understood the tough times inside Christians. He
confessed about his spiritual struggle. “Wretched man that | am!
Who will set me free from the body of this death? Thanks be to God
through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand | myself
with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my
flesh the law of sin”{Rom. 7:24~25). God gives us the answer to our
spiritual problems through the grace of Christ. Jesus said, “For God
did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the
world might be saved through Him. He who believes in Him is not
judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because
he -has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of
God“(Jn. 3:17~18). Those who are in Christ have a glorious and
triumphant end, but those who reject the grace of Christ continue in
condemnation. John 3:19 says, “This is the judgment, that the Light
has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than
the Light, for their deeds were evil.” How wonderful that the grace
of Jesus Christ guarantees no condemnation for all who believe!

The grace of Christ guarantees no legalization. “For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and
of death. For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the
flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh
and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, so that the
requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit”(Rom. 8:2~4). The
grace of Christ sets you free, but the Law brings you sin and death.
Too many of today’s churches continue to teach others that if you do
good then you will go to heaven. Romans 5:1~2 say, “Therefore,
having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our

introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult
in hope of the glory of God.” Whoever thinks that the Law is more
important is wrong, Jesus is against that thinking. He told the
religious leaders. "But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites, because you shut off the kingdom of heaven from
people; for you do not enter in yourselves, nor do you allow those
who are entering to go in. -~ Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites, because you travel around on sea and land to make one
proselyte; and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much
a son of hell as yourselves”(Mt. 23:13~15). Jesus wants you to live
by faith, not by the Law. Living by the Law casts away God's grace.
Paul explained, “nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by
the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we
have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in
Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the
Law no flesh will be justified”(Gal. 2:16). “Therefore the Law has
become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by
faith”(Gal. 3:24). The Law points you to the need of the grace of
Christ, it can't save you. Only Jesus saves! Your salvation is based
on grace through faith alone, so don't worry about the Law. How
wonderful that the grace of Jesus Christ guarantees freedom from
the Law to all who believe!

The grace of Christ guarantees no separation. "If Christ is in you,
though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive
because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus
from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who
dwells in you"(Rom. 8:10~11). When you keep the faith the Spirit
never leaves you. Separation occurs when you think the Law is more
important than the grace of Christ—that's the only separation. By
faith you conquer alll Romans 8:35~39 reminds us of the power of
the grace of Christ, “Who will separate us from the love of Christ?
Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword? Just as it is written, ‘For Your sake we are being
put to death all day long; We were considered as sheep to be
slaughtered.” But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer
through Him who loved us. For | am convinced that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, not any other created
thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.” How wonderful that the grace of Jesus
Christ guarantees eternal unity!

My dear friend, what is your response to God's invitation to the
grace of Christ? Do you throw away His guarantees of grace by
living under the Law? Do you reject His guarantees because of your
pride and selfishness? Do you want to share His guarantees with
other people? Please live by the grace of Christ and let His
guarantees bring you victory now and forever. Amen. 4
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