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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

JESUS HAS THE POWER TO HANDLE EVERYTHING

“And they came, bringing to Him a paralytic, carried by four men. -

" “But in order that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins

” He said to the paralytic ™" "I say to you, rise, take up your pallet and go home."”

“2And he rose and immediately took up the pallet and went out in the sight of all;' so that they were all
amazed and were glorifying God, saying “We have never seen anything like this. ” (Mark 2:3-12)

n today’s Bible verses we find Jesus, a paraiytic with four friends, some

scribes, and a huge crowd gathered at a home in the city of Capernaum.
Jesus had recently returned from visiting some nearby towns, “When He
had come back to Capernaum several days afterward, it was heard that He
was at home"(Mk. 2:1). The news of His homecoming caused quite a stir
because the people of Capernaum knew about Jesus’ greatness. They
had not only heard about His “preaching and casting out demons” in the
synagogues throughout Galilee (Mk. 1:39), but witnessed firsthand His
power to heal “many who were ill with various diseases” during his last
visit with them (Mk. 1:34). They gathered to be near this wonderful Jesus
because they wanted to hear what it was He had to say. They were aware
of some of His powers, but not all of them. They did not know about His
power to forgive sins, and they had not figured out that He had the power
to handle everything!

As Jesus spoke the word to the multitude around Him, four men on the
roof above lowered a paralytic man down right in front of Him. This
strange interruption in the middle of the worship service naturally caught
Jesus' attention. The man lay on a pallet immobile-his whole body
paralyzed. Although there were so many people in the crowd who needed
to hear the message of the gospel, Jesus took the time to concentrate on
this lowly man. Normally when we see disabled people in church, they are
in a wheelchair and require only one person to help them. Completely
paralyzed, this man required four people to carry him. He was utterly
helpless, without hope. His body was like a dead man. Could you help
bring someone like this to church? The problem is not their rejection, but
your reluctance. Is it really too much work for you? James 5:14-16 says,
“Is anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church
and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the
Lord; and the praver offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and
the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be
forgiven him. Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for
one another so that you may behealed. The effective prayer of a righteous
man can accomplish much.”

As the people looked at the sick man, they saw his terrible physical
condition, but Jesus first saw the faith of the four men, "And Jesus seeing
their faith said to the paralytic, 'Son, your sins are forgiven'"(v. 5). Jesus
did not look at the paralytic’s physical sickness, but his spiritual sickness.
Jesus saw the man's spirit. He saw his soul wrapped in sin. The crowd
recognized the outer struggle, but not the inner problem, “The heart is
more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand
it?"(Jer. 17:9) When you minister to people who are mentally or physically
troubled, can you feel their sin? Jesus sees the sin. Without Jesus, the
human heart decays. Jesus looked at the paralytic man and saw the
deadly poison of sin. God calls sinners to Himself, “Come now, and let us
reasons together, says the Lord, though your sins are as scarlet, they will
be as white as snow; though they are red like crimsen, they will be like
waool"(ls. 1:18). The Lord God wants to discuss the problem of your sin,
not your welfare. Jesus calls, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-
laden, and | will give you rest”(Mt. 11:28).

The four men who brought the paralytic man before Jesus had faith.
They believed in Him as Savior and Master. They believed He could heal
their friend. They knew no one else could fix him. They practiced their
faith. They took the time to bring him to Jesus. Even though they could
not get in the door to see Him, they did not stop trying. Many good

believers might have brought this paralyzed man to Jesus, but finding out
that they could not get in the door, they would have thought their job
done. These four men did not let obstacles get in their way. They were
determined to make sure he got to Jesus. They carried him to the roof of
the house, dug a rather large hole through it, and lowered the pallet with
their friend attached. They put a hole in someone else's reof, and did not
even ask Jesus to excuse their boldness. That is their faith. We do not
know their names, and the Bible does not give us any background
information concerning them. All we know is that they had strong faith,
and Jesus saw it, “Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralytic, 'Take
courage, son; your sins are forgiven'”(Mt. 9:2). Faith is important. Do you
believe in the power of Jesus? Do you know how important your faith is?
You can save souls, if your faith works. The paralytic man could not reject
his friend’s resolve to bring him to Jesus because of his condition; the hard
thing was bringing him to Jesus. The gospel, the message of the cross,
the message of Jesus Christ needs your declaration and proclamation.
Souls are dying that need Jesus.

Jesus is all powerful. John 1:1-4 says, “In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through Him, and apart
from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. In Him was
life, and the life was the Light of men.” Jesus has the power of life. He is
the glory of God. In Him is life! Faith unites you to Jesus. Hebrews 4:2
says, "For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they
also; but the word they heard did not profit them, because it was not
united by faith in those who heard.” Salvation comes by faith in Jesus
Christ. Paul proclaimed, “For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and
also to the Greek"(Rm. 1:16). Jesus asked the scribes, “Which is easier,
to say to the paralytic, "Your sins are forgiven'; or to say, ‘Get up, and pick
up your pallet and walk'? But so that you may know that the Son of Man
has authority on earth to forgive sins—He said to the paralytic, ‘| say to
you, get up, pick up your pallet and go home"(Mk. 2:9-11). Jesus not only
has the power to forgive sins, but to handle everything. Because of four
people’s faith, a quadriplegic man got up, free from sin. How powerful is
that?

My dear friend, like the paralytic man, you too were once "dead in your
trespasses and sins”(Eph. 2:1). Before coming to Christ, we all lived
without hope until God “raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might
show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus”(Eph. 2:6&7). Faith in Jesus Christ not only cleanses our sin, but
also allows Him to handle everything. Our part is so easy. Matthew 28:18-
20 says, "And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that |
commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the
age."” When Jesus forgives your sins and heals you, making you into a
new creature, He uses you as a witness, so that you can befriend other
poor souls, like the four men who brought the paralytic man to Jesus.
Now, he has the ability to share the gospel with others! Do you have the
ability to share the gospel with others? What excuses do you give
knowing that Jesus handles everything? i
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