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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

REAL PEACE

“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.
In the world you have tribulation, buft take courage; I have overcome the world.”
(John 16:33)

veryone understands the meaning of peace. They know how it feels,
Eand they know how to communicate it. You only experience real peace
in Jesus Christ. In today's Bible verse Jesus said, “These things | have
spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have
tribulation, but take courage; | have overcome the world.” What are these
things? In John chapters 13-16, Jesus explained that He came from God,
and was going to leave this earth soon to return to God. He mentioned that
one of His disciples was going to betray Him, and another was going to
deny Him three times. He pointed out that the world hated Him, and would
soon crucify Him, but in three days, He would resurrect, so that in front of
the cross every disciple could find freedom. In other words, He talked
about reality.

Jesus talked about all these things because His main concern was for
His disciples to have peace in Him. He did not want them to
misunderstand, “These things | have spoken to vou so that you may be
kept from stumbling” (Jn. 16:1). He wanted His disciples to remember His
words, “But these things | have spoken to you, so that when their hour
comes, you may remember that | told you of them. These things | did not
say to you at the beginning because | was with you"(Jn. 16:4). Jesus
wanted to give His disciples real peace, a peace different from any peace
of this world.

What kind of peace does Jesus offer His disciples? He gives them a
peace that reconciles God and sinners. His peace between the Creator and
His creatures is eternal. Romans 5:1&2 says, “Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this
grace in which we stand, and we exult in hope of the glory of God.” The
cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ justifies sinners. We become
righteous in the sight of God through our faith in Jesus Christ. The death
and resurrection of the Lord Jesus reconciles us with God, which in turn
gives us peace. Therefore, through Jesus Christ we will enter the eternal
grace and glory of God.

You cannot find the peace of Jesus Christ anywhere else. There is no
place or no person on this earth with such a gift. The world gives you pain
and suffering. It has every sort of trouble, but no lasting relief. Even in the
church, you will suffer tribulation. John 16:2 says, “They will make you
outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills
you to think that he is offering service to God." Christians in the church will
undergo persecution by those who think they know Jesus, but actually
have no clue about the cross but much knowledge concerning worship
entertainment and the comfort it brings. John 16:3 clearly says, "These
things they will do because they have not known the Father or Me."

Those who love the world and the things in it hate those who do not love
the world or the things in it. In other words, those who belong to the world
despise those who do not belong to this world. John 15:19 says, "If you
were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not
of the world, but | chose you out of the world, because of this the world
hates you.” People within the church and people outside of the church,
those who use Jesus’ name and those who do not, will hate you. Those
who use Jesus' name hate you because they do not stand upon His
foundation. They do not stand upon it because they do not know what the
foundation of Jesus Christ is. As such, they go the opposite way, the way
of the world, the way of unbelievers.

Nen-Christians love the world and the things in it, but they cannot control
it. Only Jesus Christ controls this earth by His cross. After Jesus prayed in

front of a crowd of people, God answered His prayer aloud. Jesus told the
crowd, “This voice has not come for My sake, but for your sakes. Now
judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast
out”(Jn. 12:30&31). He also said, "And I, if | am lifted up from the earth,
will draw all men to Myself”(Jn. 12:32). Here is our encouragement.
Believers can be brave. After preaching Jesus to the top officials of the
Temple, the apostles were beaten, "So they went on their way from the
presence of the Couricil rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to
suffer shame for His name"” (Acts 5:41). They were fearless in their
endeavors because Jesus conquered this earth by the cross. Jesus told
Paul, "Take courage; for as you have solemnly witnessed to My cause at
Jerusalem, so you must witness at Rome also”(Acts 23:11). As we take
our cross, we too can be courageous because Jesus' resurrection gives us
real peace, "Peace | leave with you, My peace | give to you; not as the
world gives do | give to you. Do net let your heart be troubled, nor let it be
fearful” (Jn. 14:27). Jesus gives us triumphant peace!

My friends, it is very important that you understand what kind of peace
Jesus gives, He explained that after His death, this peace would come, and
this peace came after His resurrection. The world can only give you
trouble, no matter who you are or where you live, tribulation will come.
Such is the way of this world. No man can avoid it. Therefore, whatever
peace one finds in between difficulties, is only passing. It is not real peace
because it passes ever so quickly. The peace of Jesus Christ, the peace
that is in Him is everlasting. It is an overcoming peace. It overcomes all
difficulties. No trouble is too much or too hard for the peace of Christ. It
even overcomes sin and death

The peace of God came through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and
God gives it to all who have faith in His Son. Acts 2:24 says, “But God
raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was
impossible for Him to be held in its power.” Paul declared, "For | delivered
to you as of first importance what | also received, that Christ died for our
sins, according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3&4). If Jesus
Christ was not raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins (1
Cor. 15:17). If you have hoped in Christ in this life only, you are of all men
most to be pitied(1 Cor. 15:19). “But now Christ has been raised from the
dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep”(1 Cor. 15:20). Amen!

The great peace in Jesus Christ is in knowing that He is coming again,
“Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with
the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words"(1 Thes.
4:178&18), 1 Peter 1:3-5 reveals the foundation, "Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable
and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.” Jesus spoke about this real peace. He spoke
about these things because He wants you to have peace in Him.

Are you experiencing real peace in Jesus Christ? When bad things
happen and hard times persist, are you able to find comfort and courage in
trusting Jesus? Please, please, please stop looking to other people and
other things to case your burdens. Turn to Jesus and rely on Him. His
peace surpasses all understanding. It is available to everyone who stands
upon His foundation. Y
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