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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

JOSEPH’S HOLY DREAMS

"9 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. -+
9 And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took Mary as his wife,
®but kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.
(Matthew 1:18~25)
"Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,
“Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you;
for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him.” --- “’and came and lived in a city called Nazareth,

This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophets: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

(Matthew 2:13~23)

s Christmas approaches, Christians focus on the meaning, power,
A and greatness of Jesus Christ's birth. His coming into this world
was miraculous. God used many people and metheds to usher in His
plan of salvation. Today's beautiful Bible passages reveal four holy
dreams that Joseph, the earthly father of Jesus, received from God
concerning the birth and upbringing of Jesus. Joseph was unaware of
the role he would play in Ged's wonderful blessing of grace. His faith in
God shines through his life's story. He truly believed in God and the
miracle of Christmas. Let’s look at Christmas through Joseph's holy
dreams.

Joseph was & poor carpenter engaged to a girl named Mary. His
dreams for the future were happily centered on God, his family, and
work. When he found out that his wife-to-be was pregnant, and he
knew for a fact that he wasn't the father, he was certain that he
needed to end his engagement. He loved Mary, and he knew that
under Moses' law she could be stoned to death. Not wanting harm to
come to her, he began thinking of ways to hide her shame, “Now the
birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: When His mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be
with child by the Holy Spirit. And Joseph her husband, being a
righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her, planned to send her
away secretly”(Mt. 1:18~19). Joseph had a big problem that wasn't
supposed to happen to him. He wanted to break up with Mary, and
started thinking about secret ways to do it so that no one got hurt. In
the midst of his suffering, as he lay down to sleep for the night, God
sent him a message in a dream.

The first holy dream that Joseph received from God was very hard to
believe. As he was considering ways to secretly handle Mary, “behold,
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who
has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. She will bear a Son; and
you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their
sins’"(Mt. 1:20~21}). In just one dream, Joseph believed it. The Bible
says, “And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him, and took Mary as his wife, but kept her a virgin
until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus"(Mt.
1:24~25). Can you believe it? Do you realize how much faith he needed
to believe it? Mary's special pregnancy was foretold by the prophets,
“'BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A
SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which
translated means, ‘GOD WITH US'"(Mt. 1:23). Joseph could never

have even imagined that he and Mary were to be the blessing parents
of Immanuel.

The second holy dream that Joseph received from God was difficult
to obey. After Jesus was born in Bethlehem and visited by the magi
from the east, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, “Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and
remain there until | tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to
destroy Him"(Mt. 2:13). Joseph was a poor man. Now, he was
responsible not only for Mary and himself, but also for the heavenly
Infant. He was being asked to travel to another country with a new
mom and God-baby. It was a long journey from Bethlehem to Egypt,
and he had no idea how long they would need to stay there. The Bible
says, “So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it
was still night, and left for Egypt. He remained there until the death of
Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through
the prophet: 'OUT OF EGYPT | CALLED MY SON'"(Mt. 2:14~15). King
Herod came down to Bethlehem and killed all the male children of
Israel ages two and under, which was prophesied by Hosea(Hos. 11:1)
and Jeremiah{Jer. 31:15). Joseph'’s faith and obedience kept his family
safe.

The third and fourth holy dreams that Joseph received from God, he
also believed and obeyed. The Bible says, "But when Herod died,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt,
and said, ‘Get up, take the Child and His mother, and go into the land of
Israel; for those who sought the Child's life are dead.’ So Joseph got
up, took the Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel” (Mt.
2:19~21). Joseph listened and brought Jesus and Mary back to Israel.
He heard that Herod's son, Archaelaus, was reigning over Judea and he
was afraid to go there. The Bible tells us, “Then after being warned by
God in a dream, he left for the regions of Galilee, and came and lived in
a city called Nazareth. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the
prophets: "He shall be called a Nazarene'" (Mt. 2:22~23).

Our great Messiah, Jesus Christ, came into this world as our Saviur.
He was born to die on a cross for our sins. Through Joseph's strong
faith and obedience, God sent him dreams to fulfill the Old Testament
and New Testament prophecies. What wonderful dreams that Joseph
believed them and practiced his faith. It is my hope that you and | can
finish our time here on this earth with great faith and in compliance
with God's Word. May our dreams this Christmas be filled with the
Hely Spirit's leading, and may each one of us practice our faith in
obedience to God's will. Amen.
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