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Sermon for Next Sunday

| Sermon for Next Sunday |

COUNSELOR

“For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on
His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal
Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)

fter a baby is born, many people send out birth
Aannouncements letting everyone know the details of
their precious newborn. Isaiah sent out the Messiah's birth
announcement centuries before His actual birth, as did
Moses, Daniel, Joel, David, Hosea, and Micah. All these
people prophesied His coming before He was born.
Whereas birth announcement include the baby's one
proper name, the Messiah’s birth announcement included
many proper names to help describe His personality. One
such name was Counselor.

As Counselor, Jesus Christ became available to everyone.
The name “Counselor” refers to His perfect wisdom. Of
course, His wisdom is worthless to those who do not apply
it to their lives, and to those to whom it is unavailable. Prior
to Jesus' birth, the Holy Spirit dwelt upon a few to help
counsel the many, but at His first coming, He brought
waords of eternal life, so that upon His death the Holy Spirit
could indwell all who believe in Him. He existed in the form
of Ged, but “He did not regard equality with God a thing to
be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a
bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men" (Phil.
2:6-7). In becoming God-man, He became the perfect
Counselor for the lowly shepherds, Gentile wise men, little
children, sick people, rich people, and all other sinners.
Everyone was welcome to worship Him, and seek His
counsel.

As Counselor, Jesus Christ came into our world with the
answer. When the renowned Bible teacher, Nicodemus,
came in the night to talk with Jesus about real life issues,
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly | say to you, unless one
is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God"(Jn. 3:3).
When the Samaritan woman at the well wanted to know
where she could get living water, Jesus answered her, “but
whoever drinks of the water that | will give him shall never
thirst; but the water that | will give him will become in him
a well of water springing up to eternal life”(Jn. 4:14). He
even told her that He was the Promised Messiah (see Jn.
4:25-26). Jesus had, and will always have, all the answers.

He even knows the answer to the future, “Do not let your
heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My
Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, |
would have told you; for | go to prepare a place for you"(Jn.
14:1-2). When Thomas wanted to know the way, Jesus
answered, “| am the way, and the truth, and the life; no
one comes to the Father but through Me"(Jn. 14:6). Did He
have the real answer or not? When He was talking with His
disciples about wealth and Hell, He gave them all the
answers (see Lk. 16:23-24). He is a true Counselor that not
only makes you feel good, but also gives you the whole
truth, both bad and good.

As Counselor, He came with assurance for hopeless
sinners. He brought with Him the message of love. He
loved the crook, Zaccheus, and went to house to bring him
salvation (see Lk. 19:1-10). He loved the dying thief on the
cross who asked Him to remember him when He came
into His kingdom. Jesus answered him, "Truly | say to you,
today you shall be with Me in Paradise”(see Lk. 23:39-43).
Indeed, Jesus came to bring hope to those who had no
hope, like the paralyzed man whose four friends lowered
him through the roof to be near Jesus. He reaches out to
everyone in need. He offers us, right now, hope, “Come to
Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and | will give you
rest”(Mt. 11:28). He is the only Counselor who offers such
blessed assurance to those who come to Him.

During this Christmas time, we celebrate more than
Jesus’ miracle birth. This virgin born Savior is the answer
needed today. His answers are relevant to every need of
every age, regardless! Please soften your hearts to hear
His words, and bring your burdens and problems, all of
them, to Him. His wonderful, wise counsel will guide you
through them all. Remember, His name is Counselor. Is He
available to you, or have you closed your mind? It is up to
you to take His wisdom or not. Sincerely, | hope that this
Christmas season you have the Wonderful Counselor in
your life, for you will surely have eternal hope and eternal
life. |
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