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| sermon for Next Sunday |

ANGELS AND SHEPHERDS

® In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over
their flock by night.-- " for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord. " “This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in
a manger.” " And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying, " “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace among men with
whom He is pleased.” (Luke 2:8~14)

hristmas is about Christ coming from heaven to earth. It is a

time when heaven and earth miraculously work together. Prior

to Christ’s birth, heaven opened and an angel delivered a very
special message to Zacharias (Lk. 1:5-20), Mary (Lk. 1:26-38), and
Joseph (Mt. 1:20&21). On the night of Christ's birth, heaven opened
and God sent down not just one angel, but & multitude of the heavenly
host. His angels visited with some humble shepherds in a Bethlehem
field. These shepherds received the most wonderful of all news. They
did not expect it. They were just going about their normal shepherding
duties when all of a sudden, out of nowhere, an angel appeared. A
wolf they anticipated, but an angel? This heavenly angel gave them the
Christmas message. Right after, heaven opened again and thousands
upon thousands of angels appeared before them praising God. What
an amazing night! What a spectacular message!

The message from the heavenly angels was specifically meant for
the earthly shepherds. The first angel told them, “Do not be afraid; for
behold, | bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the
people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord"{vv. 10&11). The shepherds heard they
had a Savior. Finally, their promised Messiah had come, just as the
praphecy of Micah predicted, “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you One will go forth
for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, from
the days of eternity”(Mic. 5:2). God chose these poor and lowly
shepherds, not the rich or great officials, to deliver the most wonderful
message this world has ever known. They received first honors
because God wanted them to know that Christ the Lord had at last
come to save all the sinners of the world, most especially them. The
angel even gave them the most confidential information, "This will be
a sign for you; you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger“{v. 12). In essence, God gave them Jesus' address. These
blessed shepherds were given the privilege to see their Messiah,
Jesus Christ, face to face. All the things they heard and saw that very
first Christmas night was meant just for them. God's love, their Savior,
touched them in an extraordinarily personal way.

The message for the shepherds was a message of praise. When the
host of angels came down from heaven, they sang, “Glory to God in
the highest”(v. 14). Glorifying God was not something new to the
angels. Psalm 19:1 tells us, "The heavens are telling of the glory of
God; and their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.” Night and
day the angels praise their Creator, but here, these angels praise God
"in the highest”. Why do the angels praise Him in the highest? God's
highest glory is declared in His salvation. The angels sang “Glory to

God in the highest,” because Jesus was born. His birth is the highest
thing. Luke 15:7 says, “| tell you that in the same way, there will be
more joy in heaven over ane sinner wha repents than over ninety-nine
righteous persons who need no repentance.” Can you see why the
angels sang like they did? In this world, most people praise the rich
and famous, but in heaven when just one small soul comes to life,
great joy resounds. We serve and worship the highest God, and the
birth of His Son, Jesus Christ, reaches to the highest of all glory.

The Christmas message that the angels delivered to the shepherds
was a message of peace, They sang, “And on earth peace among
men with whom He is pleased”(v. 14). On this earth, the shepherds
could now have peace. That's God's message. That's the message the
angels gave to the shepherds. When Adam and Eve sinned, the peace
on earth disappeared. When Jesus Christ was born, humans could
once again find peace with God. Ephesians 2:13&14 say, "But now in
Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by
the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who made both
groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall.”
Jesus Christ is our peace, "Therefore, having been justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”(Rom. 5:1).
He was born into a manger, a humble and lowly place, but He was
born as the King of Peace. Whenever and wherever Jesus comes into
your life, there is always peace. In other words, if you do not have
peace, then you do not have Jesus. God sent His wonderful Son to
this earth so that whoever humbly receives His message can know
Jesus as their personal savior. Through Christ, they can walk with God,

glorify Him, and have everlasting peace.

My dear friend, would you like to have what the shepherds found in
the manger? This same Christ invites you today. Please respond to His
love. Do you really want to join in Christmas today, where the heavenly
and earthly workings come together? Do you want to accept the
gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ? Do you want to sing together
with the angels and have deep peace in your heart that endures
forever? The shepherds definitely did not expect Christmas that night,
but that is what Christmas is all about. It is not about making today's
businessmen rich by spending all your time and money on frivolous
things like gifts, cards, and trees. It is all about Christ! | want yoli to
humbly find your King, your mighty King in the manger. | want you to
receive the holy angel’s message deep inside your heart that Christ
the Lord is your personal savior, who deserves your personal praise,
and who will bless you with His very personal peace. Leave this holy
place today with Him, glorifying and praising Him for His love, and let
His peace be with you always. Amen.
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