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Revelation is by no means a difficult book at all, however, when we en-
counter symbols or numbers appearing in Revelation, it is not easy to hide
your heart becoming weighty. By the way, while you are reading Revela-
tion in the context centering on what God wants to say, you come to face a
new world, which is different from the former one. Examining a vision of
worship service before the Throne in Heaven taking place in chapters 4-5
after seven churches are mentioned in Revelation 2-3, the event that hap-
pens when seven seals of the scroll are opened one by one, or the thing
which is related with the seven trumpets and the seven bowls is the feature
of trials that are accompanied by blood, death, and torture, so it looks fear-
ful at a glimpse. However, the saints can confirm Revelation is a book of
hope through the image of God who keeps and leads the saints in the
midst of tribulations and disasters. "Behold, He is coming with the clouds,
and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes
of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen.(Rev 1:7)" John the
Apostle was commanded to convey what God revealed to him to seven
churches. Jesus will come in the glory that all the space world will be able
to know when Jesus is coming again, unlike when having come first as a
newborn baby to Bethlehem. He proclaimed when the time would come,
as if Peter, realizing Jesus is the Son of God, cried to Jesus, "Go away from
me, Lord" by the Lake of Gennesaret, innumerable people would repent
their wrongdoing and shed tears before Jesus who would be coming with
the clouds. He proclaimed when the time would come, as if Peter, realizing
Jesus is the Son of God, cried to Jesus, "Go away from me, Lord" by the
Lake of Gennesaret, innumerable people would repent their wrongdoing
and shed tears before Jesus coming with the clouds. Since the Bible says
about the end of the world and the world after death clearly through the
image of Jesus who is coming again, saints can look to the good and righ-
teous God in the midst of tribulations and hardships. It is the aspect that
Christianity is clearly distinguished from other religions which show gray-
ish rather than ambiguous attitudes toward the end times and the world
after death.

The Church in Ephesus

Seven churches appearing in Revelation(the church in Ephesus, and the
church in Smyrna, and the church in Pergamum, and the church in Thyat-
ira, and the church in Sardis, and the church in Philadelphia, and the
church in Laodicea) actually existed at that period, however, today we can
presume they symbolize types of churches existing on this earth. If so,
what type we can say our church belongs to? I have a wish of relating our
church to the church in Smyrna and the church in Philadelphia which
were not rebuked among seven churches, however, our church seems to be
somewhat distant from the church in Smyrna whose characteristics of
martyrdom were strong and the church in Philadelphia which was praised
for having done great work through small ability. "I know your deeds and
your labor and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil people, and
you have put those who call themselves apostles to the test, and they are
not, and you found them to be false;(Rev 2:2)" I think our church is a pre-
eminent church not only in the virtue of hard work, perseverance, and en-
durance but also in the ability to discriminate false teaching. It is because
the ability to discern the word has become outstanding through the senior
pastor who emphasized the faith of martyrdom, the second and third pas-
tors who focused on the Reformed Faith, and the fourth and fifth pastors
who concentrated on the Cross Gospel. I think the church in Ephesus re-
sembles our church in that it was most praised among the seven churches.
Accordingly, the only warning to the church in Ephesus, Do not forsake
your first love), is considered to be the exhortation to our church.

Sermon in English Translation

What Happens
When We Abandon the First Love

(Revelation 2:4-5)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

The meaning of the 'first love'

In general, the first love with Jesus means the moved feeling and joy we
feel when we meet Jesus personally for the first time and walk together
with him. I hope you and I have a blessing that your and my first love with
Jesus is restored completely. If there happen to be those who have not ex-
perienced the first love with Jesus, I bless they will experience the emotion
and grace. "Therefore, remember from where you have fallen, and repent,
and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and I will re-
move your lampstand from its place—unless you repent.(v. 5)" The first
love of the church in Ephesus, which was exhorted by the Apostle John to
remember where it had fallen and repent was rather extraordinary. Ac-
cording to scholars' perspectives, since the practice of a new command Je-
sus gave, 'Love one another' became weak a little between saints at the time
when Revelation was written, John the Apostle emphasized it again to the
saints. I think this is a reasonable assertion when we recall the fact that the
command of Jesus 'Love one another' appears especially very often in the
Gospel of John and the fact that John, a disciple Jesus loved, wrote both the
Gospel of John and Revelation.

‘First love’ that must not be lost

"and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and
the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and released us
from our sins by His blood—(Rev 1:5)" The first love that the church in
Ephesus lost was no other than Jesus. Since Jesus in person became the
faithful witness, saints are not only excited to witness Jesus but also gain
amazing pleasures. That is, the great joy of being liberated from sins that
the parties to having the love of Jesus who shed blood for us could taste
was the first love with Jesus the church in Ephesus experienced. In retro-
spect, [ was greatly thankful for the cross of Jesus and salvation, and when-
ever I recollect this again, I can't imagine how really joyful I am. It's be-
cause when I think about my first love with Jesus, the joy of having a
friendship with God and the hearts I gave to God naturally occur to me.
The resolutions, "I will worship only Jesus for my whole life., and "T will
live serving only Jesus.’, also come to mind again. It looks somewhat
haughty, however, I used to resolve to serve Jesus till the end confessing
"Therefore, God will suffer a great loss without me because I will worship
and serve Jesus well." I think the first love of the church in Ephesus is not
greatly different from this.

Fall, remember, repent

However, looking back as we are living, one day we get to find ourselves
fallen from our first love with Jesus. To have fallen means to be distant, so
the Bible tells us to remember from where we have fallen. It commands us
to remember the place where and the moment when we have fallen, not
simply to deduce in our brain alone or fantasize. This is because we can go
back to the original feature through the memory of where and how we
have fallen. Taking a U-Turn from the situation that you are going on the
wrong way is repentance. By moving toward the right direction again
through repentance, we can stand properly before God once again. Be-
loved, I hope you remember the beauty of your first love with Jesus and
preserve it well. If you happen to have lost your first love, I hope every
time you seek and remember where your first love has fallen, and become
blessed saints who can go back before God. I bless in the name of the Lord
that we all give our hearts to the Lord once again through repentance like
taking a U-Turn, and go straight forward to the Lord with our hearts given
to the Lord.
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