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aramount throughout the book of

Jeremiah are the warnings against
sin and judgment. The reasons for
judgment are specifically given in
chapter five. In particular, Jeremiah
mentions, “O Lord, do not Your eyes
Took for truth? You have smitten them,
But they did not weaken; You have
consumed them. But they refused to
take correction. They have made their
faces harder than rock; They have
refused to repent” (Jer. 5:3). Although
Jeremiah is talking about the common
peaple of Israel, this statement is about
the story of all mankind and the
primary evil of sin. As God calls His
people to Himself, many turn away
from His voice. The more you refuse
1o return to your allegiance in God, the
greater the increase of sin in your life.
The increase of sin hardens your heart;
it makes it like a rock. Sin is
intensified by your rejection of God’s
pressing invitation to go the right way,
His way!

Who refuses to return to God?
Those who say as much! With unusual
honesty, many people make public
declarations that they will never quit
their sinful ways. Those who make
promises to repent but don’t perform
them. Those who offer other things,
like religiosity and morality, instead of
actually practicing their return to God.
People who pretend through
appearance and formality —
hypoerites who offer the counterfeit
instead of the genuine. In other words.
those who in a veiled manner really
refuse to repent. Also, those who
return in part, hugging sins while
hanging others, Usually this wretched
method of continuous rebellion
happens while the person feigns some
kind of mission.

What do these kinds of refusals
disclose? An intensified love of sin!
Like the prodigal son who refused to
leave the famine country he was living
in for the want of love for his great
father who bid his return, it also shows
a disbelief in God. People who refuse

Decided Ungodliness

(Jeremiah 5:3)

They have refused to repent.”

to return to God believe in the evil
consequences of sin and not in what
He promises. They despise God by
rejecting His counsel and commands,
even Himself. They resolve to
continue in evil. This is their proud
ultimatum. They have refused to
return. They are too busy, too fond of

owed but declined. When repentance
is known to be the happiest course but
yet it is obstinately neglected against
for the plainest reasons. When this
obstinacy is continued and is preserved
against convictions and, in a word,
prompting. It is hard to explain when
vile reasons are at the bottom of such

If you don’t return it’s not because

you can’t but because you don’t want to come.

Don’t give any reasons.

God knows. He did everything He promised on

His part. You cannot say on judgment day

I tried but couldn’t do it. He’s given you

a way to do it through Jesus Christ.
Think of the story of the wedding guest
who didn’t have on the right clothes and was thrown

out for no other reasons. Please return

and repent for your benefit.
Don’t you want to be holy? Don’t you think about
eternal things? Fellow Choong Hyun members,

what can be more important? God gives you
everything. He loves you! All He wants is

Jor you to return. Decide on

God — not ungodliness.

gaiety. They think there is time enough
yet. They find no need to be so eamest
and have no doubts that things will
come out right in the long run. They
really treat God's counsel lightly.
Material things have more meaning to
them than godly things. They never
totally return, only partly return.

What deepens the sin of this kind
of refusal? When correction brings no
repentance. When the human
conscious is violated and the Spirit of
God is resisted. Repentance seems 1o
be right but yet is refused. Duty is

behavior. Like secret sins which cause
sinners not to confess, keep quiet
about or fear man more than God.
These types of actions make the mind
cowardly.

‘What is the real reason why people
refuse God? It may be ignorance, but
is only be a part of it. For it is plainly a
man'’s duty to return to the Lord! No
mystery surrounds the simple precept
of “Return!”. It may be self — conceit.
Perhaps some people imagine they're
on the right road. Mostly, it is sheer
recklessness. People refuse to concede

- HE99E

“0 Lord, do not Your eyes look for truth? You have smitten them, But they did not weaken; You have
consumed them, But they refused to take correction. They have made their faces harder than rock;

for his own best interest. They resolve
to be a trifler. Death and hell and
heaven are to them as a toy is to sport.
They have a dislike of holiness. They
can’t endure humility, self-denial and
obedience to God. This really lies at
the bottom of it. It is the preference of
now instead of the presence of the
eternal future.

My dear friends, don’t refuse
God’s reasonable request to return.
Don’t turn away from His tender
invitation for you to return to Himself.
1t is not right, it is not wise. Life or
death hangs on your choice. Why die?
Let us sweetly consent and say, “I will
do right and go on to my Father.” You
will never regret obedience to such a
suggestion. Unrestrained and
disorderly living in the far country
compared with the joy of living in
your Father’s house, like the prodigal
son story, is your choice.

From the cross, the Lord Jesus
calls on you to return. He bids all who
are weary and burdened to come
home. He calls you to home, Please
don’t reject God’s crying out to you.
He sent His Son so that whoever
believes in Him will not perish but
have eternal life. Life and death are in
front of you. It’s your choice! Jesus
invites you to come to Him. Truthfully,
don’t we have a short life? Don’t
blame mercy. Come home! You're
going to be an eternal person. If you
don’t return, it’s not because you can’t
but because you don’t want to come.
Don’t give any reasons, God knows.
He did everything He promised on His
part. You cannot say on judgment day
I tried but couldn’t do it. He's given
you a way to do it through Jesus
Christ. Think of the story of the
wedding guest who didn’t have on the
right clothes and was thrown out for
no other reason. Please return and
repent for your benefit. Don't you
want to be holy? Don’t you think
about eternal things? Fellow Choong
Hyun members, what can be more
important? God gives you everything.
He loves you! All He wants is for you
to return. Decide on God — not
ungodliness. i
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