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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

CHEATER TURNED CHARITABLE

“And He entered and was passing through Jericho. ?And behold, there was a man called by the name of
Zaccheus; and he was a chief tax collector, and he was rich.- *And Jesus said fo him,
“Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham.
0 “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost. *(Luke 19:1~10)

accheus was a chief tax collector in Jericho, which implies that

he was responsible for the entire city's taxes and probably had
other collectors under him. He had a bad reputation for abusing the
system through extortion for his own personal gain. This man met
Jesus Christ as He was passing through Jericho.(v. 1) Jericho was
a sinful city, but Jesus wanted to meet this tax collector. No one
expected this terrible sinner from this horrible city to get saved.
How can bad people change? When the sinless Savior comes to
town, things can happen: like the conversion of a man nobody
thought would be saved. Let's take a closer look at the struggle of
Zaccheus in coming to Jesus.

Zaccheus' past life was about cheating others to get ahead.
Today's Bible passage tells us, “And there was a man called by the
name of Zaccheus; he was a chief tax collector and he was
rich.”(v. 2) A rich publican in those days suggests major corruption.
This man loved money, and his love for money made him
dishonest. Everyone knew about his practices. His own people
considered ‘him a traitor. The passion for money leaves one empty,
and always desiring more and more. | know that anyone who loves
money will always be disappointed, just like Zaccheus. Inside he
was a prisoner who wanted to be free. He hoped Jesus could set
him free.

Zaccheus was a short man. The Bible says, "Zaccheus was trying
to see who Jesus was, and was unable because of the crowd, for
he was small in stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a
sycamore tree in order to see Him, for He was about to pass
through that way." (w. 3~4) Whenever the Haly Spirit moves you,
circumstances always get shorter. Real Christians commit and
pursue no matter what the situation. In other words, the tall crowd
made it difficult for a short man to see Jesus. Zaccheus could have
easily given up with good reasons, but to what advantage? Jesus
was passing through, and Zaccheus knew he might not ever get
another chance. He was willing to put forth the extra effort
required. Imagine a chief tax collector climbing a tree. Why? He
understood the importance of Jesus, even if it meant he could only
see Him. His name, face, and character made it impossible for him
to go to @ small town church where everyone in the congregation
hated him. He threw out his pride and fame and climbed a tree. He
did not care if people laughed because inside his desire focused on
Jesus. Sometimes a sinner's heart is weak, but if you are really
looking for truth, then Jesus will meet you. We all fall short, “for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God."(Rom. 3:23) but
those who drop their pride and whose real desire is faith, not
money or gestures without heart, will find Jesus.

If people start laughing and making fun of you, will you still climb
a tree to see Jesus? If yes, then Jesus will see you. The Bible
says, “When Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to
him, ‘Zaccheus, hurry and come down, for today | must stay at

your house." And he hurried and came down and received Him
gladly."{vv. 5~B) Jesus responded to Zaccheus' faith. Ephesians
2:8 says, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.” Zaccheus had to come
down from the tree to be saved. If Jesus asked you the same
question, would you hurry down, or would you have a million
reasons of why not? Would you tell Jesus that your house wasn't
ready for guests or that you would not have enough money for
food? Perhaps you would tell him that you were too tired or too
busy to be a good host.

The crowds did not like the fact that Jesus was going to stay
with Zaccheus. They grumbled, “He has gone to be the guest of a
man who is a sinner.”(v. 7) Jesus focused on Zaccheus, not the
crowd, at this point. The crowd knew the kind of man Zaccheus
was, and they were not pleased with Jesus’ decision to visit him.
There were a lot of people there. They all crowded around Jesus,
but the common mass did not get an answer. Only the seeking
poor, sick, and simple get the right answer. Can you get the same
answer as Zaccheus? Can you really find this perfect answer? The
Gentile woman whose daughter was demon-possessed fell at the
feet of Jesus asking him to heal her daughter because she had
heard of Him.(Mk. 7:25~26) She dropped all her pride, and just
cried out with her one desire to ask Jesus. Can you do that?

After Jesus called Zaccheus down from the tree, “"Zaccheus
stopped and said to the Lord, ‘Behold, Lord, half of my
possessions | will give to the poor, and if | have defrauded anyone
of anything, | will give back four times as much.""(v. 8) What a
change! Jesus called and Zaccheus turned from a cheater to a
charitable man. Instead of wanting to take from others, his heart
desired to give to others. Now that his life had been changed by
Christ, his intentions were pure not polluted. When you come to
Jesus, He will change your sinful nature.

Jesus told Zaccheus in front of everyone, "'Today salvation has
come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham. ‘For the
Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was
lost.""{vv. 9~10) Zaccheus was a believer. Today salvation has
come to your house. Do you want it or not? Jesus came down to
this earth to save the lost. Are you lost? Do you think you are a lost
one or do you think you are a big chief more special than anyone
else? My friend, we are all sinners. We are all lost. Not one more
sin is needed to be lost forever. Jesus Christ died for sinners.
When a sinner comes to Christ he receives salvation, hope,
fellowship with God, and eternal life. Why not come te Him now?
Jesus was passing through Jericho in the same way He is passing
through your life right now. He is looking for you, but He is only
here for a short time. If you keep delaying He will continue walking
down the road. You must overcome whatever obstacles are in your
way and get a glimpse of Him. Jesus will handle the rest. i
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