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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

HOSANNA TO THE SON OF DAVID

"“And the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, and He healed them. "But when the chief priests and
the scribes saw the wonderful things that He had done, and the children who were shouting in the temple
“Hosanna to the Son of David,” they became indignant "“and said to Him, “Do You hear what these children are
saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read, ‘OUT OF THE MOUTH OF INFANTS AND
NURSING BABIES YOU HAVE PREPARED PRAISE FOR YOURSELF’?” ?And He left them and went out of
the city to Bethany, and spent the night there.(Matthew 21:14~17)

hen you read from the beginning of Matthew 21 up to and
Wincludimg today's Bible verses, you encounter scenes that are like
the climax of a fantastical action adventure movie. As Jesus approaches
Jerusalem, He sends two disciples into a neighboring village with
instructions to find a special donkey with her colt. He tells His disciples
that as soon as they enter the village they will see the animals and are
to bring them to Him. If anyone asks them any questions, they are to
say, “The Lord has need of them,” and the owner will immediately let
them go.(v. 3) The disciples follow Jesus instructions and find everything
exactly as He foretold. They bring Him the donkey and the colt, lay their
coats on them, and Jesus begins His descent into Jerusalem just as
Zechariah prophesied hundreds of years beforehand, “Rejoice greatly, O
daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold,
your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation,
Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a
donkey." (Zech. 9:9) The crowds going ahead of Him, and those who
foliowed, all shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David; Blessed is He who
comes in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest! “(v. 9)

As if this great scene isn't encugh, when Jesus gets to the Jerusalem
Temple, where everyone is still praising Him and His disciples are
expecting His inauguration as king to take place, instead of quietly
entering He begins a rampage. He throws out everyone who was buying
and selling things, and “overturned the tables for the moneychangers
and the seats of those who were selling doves.”(v. 12) He casts out all
the terrible things, and tells the merchants, "It is written, ‘My house
shall be called a house of prayer'; but you are making it a robbers’
den.”(v. 13) In the midst of His righteous anger, the blind and lame came
to Him and He healed them. Under normal conditions, the blind and
lame could never enter the Temple, but Jesus allowed everyone inside.
When pecple get very, very angry and someone approaches them in the
midst of their outburst, they usually tell them to go away for now, but
Jesus remained calm and healed those who approached Him. The
temple officials, chief priests and scribes, who saw the wonderful things
He had done and heard the children singing to Him in the Temple,
"Hosanna to the Son of David,” became indignant. They asked Him,
“Do You hear what these children are saying?”(v..18) Jesus reminded
them of Psalms 8:2, "From the mouth of infants and nursing babes You
have established strength because of Your adversaries, to make the
enemy and the revengeful cease.”

These amazingly wonderful and strange scenes reveal the spiritual
salvation that Jesus Christ offers. He welcomed the poor people into the
Temple. The blind and the lame came to the right place, God's house,
but were ignored by the church officials. The real Messiah, Jesus Christ,
opened the doors for them. Whereas the church officials gave their time
and energy to the rich, Jesus gave of Himself to sinners. He is the true
shepherd of all God's children. Isalah prophesied that the Messiah would

give sight to the blind(ls. 29:18), and Jesus encouraged John the Baptist
by reminding him of the miracles He was doing, "the blind receive sight
and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead
are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them."(Mt.
11:5) Everything happened exactly as foretold.

A lot of people stumble over Jesus, but those who come to Him in
faith are never rejected. He did not push away the blind or lame, even
though he was busy cleansing God's house. He was soft, gracious, and
merciful to them. His beautiful hand touched them and healed them
because He was the true Son of David. David came into Jerusalem with
his army using human weapons. 2 Samuel 5:6~8 says, "Now the king
and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of
the land, and they said to David, “You shall not come in here, but the
blind and lame will turn you away’; thinking, ‘David cannot enter here.” ~
Nevertheless, David captured the stronghold of Zion, that is the city of
David. David said on that day, ‘Whoever would strike the Jebusites, let
him reach the lame and the blind, who are hated by David's soul,
through the water tunnel.” Therefore they say, ‘'The blind or the lame
shall not come into the house.”” Jesus entered Jerusalem alone using
spiritual weapons. Jesus is the Son of David, but He is also the King of
all kings. The difference between the two is great.

The little children sang praise to Jesus and the church officials were
extremely bothered by it, Today's churches also seem to enjoy insulting
others more than praising the Lord. We truly need to learn to sing,
“Hosanna to the Son of David, "(v. 15) with pure and simple hearts, like
the children in the Temple. They sang with their mouths and sincerely
praised the Messiah, while God's servants, the high priests and scribes,
chose not to praise the Lord but to get angry over others doing so. They
did not understand the children. Jesus said, "But to what shall |
compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market places,
who call out to the other children, and say, ‘We played the flute for you,
and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn."" (Mt.
11:16~17) No matter which way the truth is revealed, the majority are
not pleased. God's servants did not understand the Scriptures. They
never learned this spiritual song. Jesus understood it well, “| praise You,
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things
from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants.” (Mt
11:25) Unfortunately, most of the prestigious religious organizations of
today stand totally opposite of Messiah. The cleverness of theologians
can spoil things. Simple trust is hard for many. The children in the
Temple sang the truth.

Today is Palm Sunday and | want everyone here to know that Jesus
welcomes you. He will heal you. He will save you. He will give you
spiritual life. Let us learn to sing the spiritual song, “Hosanna to the Son
of David,” so that we can truly praise our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ.
Amen. 4
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