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| sermon for Next Sunday |

MAN OF SORROWS

“He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;
And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised,
and we did not esteem Him.”(Isaiah 53:3)

Everyone experiences sorrow because of sin. It is an
unavoidable part of life on earth. From the moment you are
born, you begin to cry, and at the moment of your death, your
last breath is a sigh, and in between are times of grief. Jesus
Christ came down from heaven to bear our sorrow. During His
ministry to this world He experienced great sadness. As the
Son of Man, the Bible describes Him as “a man of sorrows”.
As the Son of God, sitting at the right hand of God the Father,
He is able to comfort us in our sorrows. Jesus knows our pain
because He subjected Himself to suffer the conseguences of
all sin. No one can experience deeper or greater sorrows than
Jesus because He was sinless. No one can find deeper or
greater comforts than in Jesus, “For just as the sufferings of
Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant
through Christ."(2 Cor. 1:5) As a Christian, you will
undoubtedly suffer more hardships than non-believers, but
unlike non-believers, you will also experience heavenly
comfort.

Jesus was "despised and forsaken of men”. He came to this
world to save God's people, but most of them rejected Him.
Rejection brings deep sorrow. Jesus' love was unwanted, His
truth was discarded. His message, the gospel of the Kingdom
of God, was rejected. John 1:11 says, “He came to His own,
and those who were His own did not receive Him.” God's
people cried and prayed for the Promised Messiah, but when
He came they did not accept Him. Jesus told His heametown
people, "A prophet is not without honor except in his
hometown and among his own relatives and in his own
household.”(Mk. 6:4) Can you imagine the great sorrow of
being rejected by those closest to you? Not only that, but the
religious leaders of God's people mocked Him as He hung on
the cross(Mt. 27:41), and as He was dying those passing by
were hurling abuse at Him.(Mk. 15:29) Have you suffered the
sorrow of rejection? Jesus knows how you feel and He can
take care of it. He will bring you comfort.

Jesus was a man “acquainted with grief”. His special life
was filled with real anguish. When your dreams are destroyed,
family broken, and loved ones lost, you experience grief. God's
people did not listen to His kingdom of God secret, is not that
real grief? Luke 19:41-44 say, "When He approached

Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it, saying, 'If you
had known in this day, even you, the things which make for
peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes. For
the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up
a barricade against you, and surround you and hem you in on
every side, and they will level you to the ground and your
children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone
upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your
visitation."” Jesus knew grief. Hebrews 4:16 says, “Therefore
let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of
need.” You can bring your deepest grief to the Lord, and He
will comfort you. Paul experienced a severe thorn in the flesh,
and Jesus said to him, “My grace is sufficient for you, for
power is perfected in weakness."(2 Cor. 12:9) God's grace is
more than enough to handle your worst problems.

Jesus was a man "like one from whom men hide their
face”. He experienced true loneliness. He had no true friends,
not even one. He went to Calvary by Himself. Those dearest
to Him turned away, even in His darkest hour. He implored
Peter, John, and James to pray for Him in the Garden of
Gethsemane because His soul was deeply grieved to the point
of death, but instead they slept.(Mt. 26:38-45) He spent three
and a half years ministering to Judas, but he betrayed Him
with a kiss.(Mt. 26:49) Before the cross, all His disciples left
and fled from Him.(Mt. 26:56) No one protected Him or
defended Him before the courts of law. Even God turned away
from Him on the cross as He cried, "My God, why have You
forsaken Me?"(Mt. 27:46) Jesus knew loneliness. He suffered
through it all for you, and promised, “l am with you always,
even to the end of the age.”(Mt. 28:20). Also, He said, "I will
not leave you as orphans; | will come to you."(Jn. 14:18) Even
though we despised Him and did not esteem Him, He still
continued to love us, “I will never desert you, nor will | ever
forsake you."(Heb. 13:5)

My dear friend, Jesus Christ has carried our sorrows, so why
then should we carry them? Please accept His comfort for
your sorrow, and share this good news with other sorrowing
ones. Today is the 3rd Sunday of Lent, so let us truly focus
and come back to the love of Jesus. Amen. {
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