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Sermon for Next Sunda

Sermon foriNext Sunday

TEMPTATION

 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led around
by the Spirit in the wilderness “for forty days, being tempted by the devil.
And He ate nothing during those days, and when they had ended, He became hungry.
(Luke 4:1~2)

T oday is the first Sunday of Lenten season. It is a special time of
prayer and preparation to celebrate God's wonderful redemption
at Easter, and the resurrected life that we live, and hope for, as
Christians. Since Sundays celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, the six
Sundays that occur during Lent are not counted as part of the 40 days
of Lent, and are referred to as the Sundays in Lent. The number 40 is
connected with many biblical events, but especially with the forty
days Jesus spent in the wilderness preparing for His ministry by
facing the temptations of the devil. He was thirty years old when He
was led into the desert wilderness. Our Savior had just been anocinted
by the Spirit of God at His baptism, “and the Holy Spirit descended
upon Him in bodily form like a dove, and a voice came out of heaven,
“You are My beloved Son, in You | am well-pleased’”(Lk. 3:22). God
was preparing Jesus for His ministry work, for three years of
mounting conflict that would end in torment and execution on a cross.
The devil wanted to prevent Christ from even beginning His mission
of redemption. He attacked Jesus' human nature. The divine nature of
Jesus did not cancel out His human nature. Jesus was vulnerable to
the temptations of Satan, just like we are. God permitted these
temptations to prepare and help Him for the future. Jesus’ victory is
our victory. His forty days of combat with the enemy, defending
Himself in the power of the Holy Spirit against awful temptations,
helps us to stay on the narrow path as we follow Christ.

Jesus followed God's plan. God led Jesus “full of the Holy Spirit”
into a very dangerous area, and Jesus went. If there was anyone you
might think didn’t need to be tested by God it was His Son. Jesus
loved God with all His heart; He always obeyed God. God had just told
Him how much He loved Him and was pleased with Him, and He
filled Him with His Spirit, and yet immediately from that blessing He is
led into a wilderness, and He is exposed to a long and serious
encounter with the devil. What possible good could come from that
for Jesus? This trial gave Jesus assurance that far greater was His
Father in whom He trusted than the devil. God allowed His Son to
experience what He did to strengthen Him in faith. That was the
victory that overcame the devil. Jesus knew the power of God's grace
when He had felt the power of Satan’s testing and appreciated the
glory of preserving grace. His upceming ministry work would
determine the eternal fate of this world. There is always an easier
route when it comes to temptation. The devil uses your weakness faor
personal glory and power to tempt you to take the easy way.
Everyone is like that, but Jesus had to cvercome once and for all. He
needed perfect victory. He had to conquer all the devil's temptations
to endure the cross. He followed God’'s way, and you too must
always follow God's way.

Jesus relied on God. For forty days He was tempted, and tempted
in every point as we are. God used Satan's temptations to strengthen

Jesus. Jesus confronted the devil full of the Holy Spirit and won. He:

turned back the enemy. His victory brought Him blessed assurance
and power. His victory over Satan prepared Him for full service to

God. He went forty days without human contact or food. He
communicated only with God. That was His strength. Jesus relied on
God, not His own will. He strictly lived by faith. For forty day in the
desert wilderness He prayed. Prayer is essential, “Stop depriving one
another, except by agreement for a time, so that you may devote
yourselves to prayer, and come together again so that Satan will not
tempt you because of your lack of self-control”(1 Cor. 7:5). When you
concentrate on God you can never lose, Jesus understood the power
of prayer, "In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and
supplications with loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him
from death, and He was heard because of His piety. Although He was
a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He
suffered”(Heb. 5:7~8). Jesus' victory in the wilderness prepared Him
for the tougher times yet to come. He helps us today because He
endured and successfully passed His tests. He offers us mercy and
grace to help in time of need, for He knows what we are going
through, "For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize
with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as
we are, yet without sin. Therefore let us draw near with confidence to
the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to
help in time of need”(Heb. 4:15~16). If you rely on God, you too will
have victory, “No temptation has overtaken you but such as is
common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will
provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure
it”(1 Cor. 10:13).

My dear friends, if you obey God by following Christ you will always
have victory. We are all going to meet times of temptation when the
voice encouraging us to sin is more plausible than ever before, when
the sin is more attractive and irresistible than we have ever known,
when the door of evil is open wide and every encouragement is being
given to us to enter. How blessed you will be if you are prepared for
such a time. Jesus met temptation and overcame it, and by Him we
can overcome it too. The devil who tempted Christ is at work
deceiving us today. This happens all the time, and we are to watch
out for it, and understand this phenomenon, and pray. There is a being
in the universe named Satan whose existence is set on wrecking
eternally the children of God. The devil is out to get you, one way or
anather, but Jesus Christ the great conqueror, is-out to deliver you!
Please look unto Jesus and He will carry you through the time of
temptation. There is no cne else to whom to cry. Hebrews 12;1~2
say, “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses
surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin

which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race.

that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the auther and
perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne
of God." You can win over temptation if you fix your eyes on Jesus
Christ. Amen.
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