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hen Peter went to Lydda, a
Wsmal] town southeast of
Joppa, he met a man named
Aeneas. Aeneas was not a
physically strong man; his body
was paralyzed and thus very
weak. His illness caused him to
be bedridden for eight years.
Peter approached this feeble man
and spoke only a few words to
him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals
you; arise and make your bed”
(v. 34). This short statement is all
Peter said, and immediately
Aeneas got up! Aeneas arose
from a bed he had been confined
to for eight long years. His body
was instantly healed because His
faith was sincere. All the people
who lived in Lydda, and even
those who lived nearby in Sharon
saw his restored health, and they
returned to the Lord. Peter’s little
proclamation, his few words,
changed the history of the world.
Let’s look closely at this biblical
story, and highlight some key
concepts that will enhance the
glory and majesty of God in our
spiritual ministry.

Aeneas was a real sick man.
He had absolutely no hope of
recovery. His paralysis had
confined him to eight years of
lying still in a bed. His muscles
were wasting away; his whole
body was  progressively
degenerating. Praise God that
Jesus came down to this earth to
save real sinners! Amen! Aeneas
wasn’t an imaginary patient. He
was a real man who could not
move his arms or feet. He was
completely cured because the
Spirit of God healed him. No one
of the world could have treated
and healed him so quickly. Right
now, at this very moment, if you
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(Acts 9:32-35)

“Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; arise and make your bed”

are really sick Jesus can heal
your whole heart. Come to Him!
God's mercy will receive you.
You may think your sin is too
heavy, too horrible, or even too
late because so much has been
destroyed, and that no one can
heal you. Know this for certain,
you think wrong! Jesus has the
power to make you well. He will
make you whole through your
faith in Him.

Aeneas knew Jesus Christ.
The Bible doesn’t say anything
about Peter asking him whether
or not he knew Jesus. It doesn’t
mention Peter said, “Aeneas, do
you know Jesus Christ, and that
He came to this earth for
sinners?” It just says Peter told
Aeneas that Jesus would make
him whole. Aeneas knew Jesus.
He wanted Christ, not knowledge

" or the high intelligence of man.

His desire was for Jesus. If
Aeneas didn’t know Jesus, he
couldn’t have gotten out of bed.
Why? Because he wouldn’t have
believed Peter’s words, and if he
didn’t believe Peter’s words he
couldn’t have been healed.
Aeneas knew Jesus Christ was
the only begotten Son of God,
who died for him. He knew that
no one other than Jesus could
heal him. He believed in the
power of Jesus! He had faith
from hearing the Gospel message
before Peter arrived. He
absolutely had faith because he
was healed.

Aeneas believed in Jesus.
Wherever Peter went, he clearly
explained the Gospel, especially
everything concerning Jesus
Christ. So whoever Aeneas heard
it from, he heard it correctly.
When we read the part of verse
34 that says, “Aeneas, Jesus
Christ heals you; get up and
make your bed”, we see that
Peter first called Aeneas’ name,

and then secondly called Jesus
name, and then lastly ordered
him to arise and make his bed,
This sequence was complete.
Medically speaking. nothing
could happen, But something did
happen, something miraculous!
Aeneas immediately got up. He
got up because he believed in
Jesus. This sinner wanted
salvation! He knew only Jesus
could fix him, only Jesus could
save him. How about you? Do
you really believe in Jesus
Christ? Do you really know that
only He can fix and save you?
Aeneas’ faith witnessed to the
Almighty power of Jesus Christ.
His faith caused God's grace to
come down. All his heavy
burdens were erased, thrown
away. His agony disappeared.
People saw that Christ had saved
him, raised him up, and changed
him. They saw him singing. Yes,
the people of Lydda and Sharon
saw poor, sad Aeneas turn into
the most joyful man. This
miracle made them return to the
Lord. As such, it wasn’t just
Aeneas who received God’s
blessing but many, many people.
Peter could have stayed home
during the intense persecution
that was going on in his region.
But he didn’t hide in his house.
He didn’t stay home in fear of
being found. He went about
doing the work of God (see vs.
32). His wonderful ministry
touched North, South, East, and
West. When he came to Lydda,
he didn’t ask what Aeneas
believed. he just used Jesus
Christ’s name, and immediately
God’s blessing came down. Two
towns, Lydda and Sharon,
returned to the Lord because of
it. Look at Isaiah 35:2, “It will
blossom profusely And rejoice
with rejoicing and shout of joy.
The glory of Lebanon will be

Peter’s wonderful, Wonderful Ministry

given to it, The majesty of
Carmel and Sharon. They will
see the glory of the Lord, The
majesty of our God.” Sharon saw
the majesty of God through
Peter’s ministry.

Because of one man’s sincere
act in proclaiming Jesus Christ
many people saw the glory and
majesty of God. Jesus was
Peter’s Master, and he was His
servant. Jesus Christ was the
subject of Peter’s wonderful
ministry. Do you remember Jesus
words to Peter, “follow me and I
will make you fishers of men™?
Amen! The power of God always
comes through His people. The
Gospel spread in Lydda and
Sharon and its people returned to
the Lord. What a wonderful,
wonderful outcome of Peter’s
ministry. [ hope Jesus uses you as
His ministry instrument. Peter’s
ministry continued to flourish in
Caesarea, Joppa, and throughout
the Judea regions. The Christian
church that spread all over the
world started from Peter’s
ministry. His short statement to
Aeneas in Lydda was a
beginning that continues to
spread today. Peter really used
Jesus Christ’s name, and only
Jesus Christ's name. So many
people today use His name but
do other things. Let’s proclaim
Jesus Christ. He will heal
completely. He will change the
world completely. He is the Son
of God who died once and for all
sin. he resurrected and ascended
into heaven to prepare our
eternal home. He will return and
bring us home! Let’s proclaim
His name! §
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