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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

GOOD SOLDIER

9 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. ™" Put on the full armor of God, so that you
will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. " For our struggle is not against flesh and blood,

but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual

Jorces of wickedness in the heavenly places. " Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be

able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. (Ephesians 6:10~13)

esus Christ is our Commander and Chief. He is the big boss. If
Jyou are a good soldier, you entrust your heart, mind, and soul to
Him, in His strength, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the
strength of His might“{v. 10). A good soldier needs protection. If you
are a good soldier, you put on “the full armor of God, so that you will
be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil”(v. 11). The full
armor of God includes the truth, righteousness, the gospel, faith,
salvation, the Holy Spirit, and constant prayer. These weapons are
necessary, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of
this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the
heavenly places”(v. 12). What does it really take to be a good soldier?

First, the good soldier has to join the armed forces. If someone
claims to be a soldier, but has not actually joined in service, then he
or she is not a soldier. There are only two armies: the heavenly and
the earthly. The devil heads up the earthly army and God leads the
heavenly army. If you want to join God's army, you need Jesus as
your Savior because only He can change your heart. God picks His
soldiers in a strange way. He does not look at the outside of a
person, but their inside heart. When Samuel looked over Jesse's
sons, he thought Eliab was sure to be the next king, "But the Lord
said to Samuel, “Do not lock at his appearance or at the height of his

. stature, because | have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees,
for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the
heart”(1 Sam. 16:7). In addition, God chooses foolish and weak
people, not smart and strong people, to serve Him, "but God has
chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God
has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which
are strong"(1 Cor. 1:27). Jesus said, "You did not choose Me but |
chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and
that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father
in My name He may give to you"(Jn. 156:16). How do you get
accepted into God’s army and become a good soldier? By humbly
coming to Jesus, denying yourself, taking your cross, and following
Him (Mt. 16:24).

A good soldier does not get caught up in the world's ways. Paul
said, "Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No
soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday
life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier”(2
Tim. 2:3&4). The waorld is evil and a good soldier separates from it.
God said, “Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,”
says the Lord and do not touch what is unclean; and | will welcome
you"(2 Cor. 6:17). If you want to be a faithful and trustworthy soldier,
you must not get entangled with earthly things. 1 John 2:15&16 say,
“Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the

world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful
pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world."”

A good soldier needs to be loyal. Matthew 6:24 says, “No one can
serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other,
or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve
God and wealth.” When you-join God's army and He gives you
orders, you must follow them. Soldiers do not challenge or disregard
their Commander. Good soldiers listen and obey. | see too many
Christians telling God “no"” because of this or that. They think that
because God is love they can enjoy earthly things and heavenly
things. This thinking is wrong. Good soldiers must focus on one
thing, Jesus Christ, not their own desires. If you want to be a good
soldier, you need to be Christ-centered. Romans 12:1&2 say,
"Therefore | urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies a living and hely sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is
your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you
may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable
and perfect "

Finally, a good soldier prepares to suffer for Jesus Christ. 1 John
3:13 says, "Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates you.”
You have to get ready to face the conflicts that come from the world
hating you, "If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me
before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its
own; but because you are not of the world, but | chose you out of the
world, because of this the world hates you"(Jn. 15:18&19). The
world’s hate is vast and deep when it comes to Christians. Jesus
said, “I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them,
because they are not of the world, even as | am not of the world"{Jn.
17:14). Revelation 2:10 teaches us, "Do not fear what you are about
to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison,
so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days.
Be faithful until death, and | will give you the crown of life.” Amen.

My dear friends, if you want to be a good soldier, join God's army
and stay away from the world's ways. Be loyal and empty yourself in
preparation for the pains of battle. Please do not trust yourself, your
physical body, knowledge, or wisdom. Just deny yourself, "For yet in
a very little while, He who is coming will come, and will not delay.
But My righteous one shall live by faith; and if he shrinks back, My
soul has no pleasure in him"(Heb. 10:37&38). For that reason; you
must “take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist
in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm"(v. 13).
Jesus has won the war, so that only the battles remain, and the good
soldiers who fight these battles in faith will enter His. Kingdom and
live in perfect peace forever. Amen. i
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