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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

FOLLOW ME AND I WILL MAKE YOU
FISHERS OF MEN

“Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. "” And He said to them, “Follow Me,
and I will make you fishers of men.” ““Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. -----

@ The news about Him spread throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were ill,
those suffering with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them.

@ Large crowds followed Him from Galilee and the Decapolis and Jerusalem
and Judea and from beyond the Jordan.(Matthew 4:18~25)

hen Jesus called Peter and his brother Andrew to be His

disciples, they were casting a net into the sea because
they were fishermen. He said to them, “Follow Me, and | will
make you fishers of men.”({v. 19) This was a really clear call to
faith and what it would mean to follow Jesus. Following Jesus
Christ means you fish for people. Many of today’'s Christians
follow Jesus but do not fish for lost souls. They do not actively
search or spend time sharing their faith with others. Fishing for
people is one of the most important calls of Christ. Today's
churches neglect this important call. Even though they are the
body of Christ, they do not put a lot of effort into fishing. Fishing
is a very serious call that Jesus wants us to do. His call demands
our attention. How can we become good fishers of people?

We can follow Christ in His contact with people. During His
earthly ministry, Jesus loved people and made time for them. He
preached to the rich and poor, the young and old, the sick and
healthy. He was available for everyone! He loved the outcasts
and the socially accepted. When you look at John 4, you see
Jesus caring for the woman at the well with a thirsty heart. When
you look at John 3, you see Jesus caring for Nicodemus, a
Pharisee who was ruled by his fears. When you look at Luke 19,
you see Jesus caring for Zaccheus, a tax collector who cheated
people out of money. Jesus loved all the people He came into
contact with. If you and | want to become fishers of people, then
we must love all people, not just some. For if we lack love then
we cannot reach the beautiful souls that Jesus died on a cross to
save.

‘We can follow Christ in His compassion on the cross. After He
was crucified, as He hung dying on the cross, Jesus prayed,
“Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are
doing."(Lk. 23:34) He prayed for the people against Him. He had
compassion for the cruel and cursing crowd. Even while He
suffered in shame, He won a soul. One of the criminals hanging
next to Him asked, "Jesus, remember me when You come in
Your kingdom."(Lk. 23:42) Jesus said to him, “Truly | say to you,
today you shall be with Me in Paradise.”(Lk. 23:43) Do you have
that kind of compassion? Jesus loves the sinner, and His love

guarantees salvation by faith alone. His love is the heart of the
gospel. Fishing for people demands love and compassion.
Without these ingredients all witnessing efforts are worthless. 1
Corinthians 13:2~3 say, “If | have the gift of prophecy, and know
all mysteries and all knowledge; and if | have all faith, so as to
remove mountains, but do not have love, | am nothing. And if |
give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if | surrender my
body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.”

We can follow Christ by being fully committed to His mission.
Jesus asks all His followers, “If anyone wishes to come after
Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow
Me."(Mt. 16:24) | know many, many Christians who want to
follow their own will and way. They cannot follow Jesus. When
you do your own thing, you do not have real love and you only
contact those who you like. When you deny yourself and listen to
Jesus, then when He directs you to go, you go and when he
leads you to meet someone, you meet them. Jesus was fully
committed to His Father's will, "For | have come down from
heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent
Me."(Jn. 6:38) Our wills can be so strong. We want what we
want and when things do not go the way that we want, we think
God is unfair. We are so stupid! Jesus died for the sinner. This
was not His will but His Father’s will. He came to provide eternal
life. Jesus Christ has commissioned His followers to carry out His
mission. This is clear in His Great Commission to us, “All
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that | commanded you; and lo, | am with you
always, even to the end of the age.”(Mt. 28:18~20) Jesus wants
us to save people. He asks us to follow Him. Following Jesus
means obeying His commission and becoming fishers of people.

My dear friend, have you been fishing for people lately? If not,
then you have not been following Jesus. Please decide to follow
Jesus and go fishing for people everyday. The world is full of
dying souls in need of a living Savior. Let Jesus use you to bring
them His wonderful saving grace. Amen. 4
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