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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

HARVEST TIME

@4 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to accomplish His work.
« @7 “For in this case the saying is true, ‘One sows, and another reaps.’
@ I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have labored
and you have entered into their labor.” (John 4:34~38)

he fourth chapter of the Gospel of John is full of surprises, especially

concerning the story of the Samaritan woman. This woman was a
Gentile, but Jesus, Israel's Messiah, met with her at a well in a city of
Samaria called Sychar. Even she was surprised that a Jewish man would
ask her to draw water because the Jews had no dealings with
Samaritans (v. 9). After her encounter with Jesus, this once angry and
bitter woman now ran to the city people screaming and yelling with joy
and good news. They were surprised at her change. “From that city
many of the Samaritans believed in Him because of the word of the
woman who testified”(v. 39). Jesus’ disciples were also surprised that
He was not hungry after their long walk to Sychar, “"Meanwhile the
disciples were urging Him, saying, ‘Rabbi, eat.” But He said to them, ‘I
have food to eat that you do not know about.” So the disciples were
saying to one ancther, 'No one brought Him anything to eat, did he?’
Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and
to accomplish His work’”(vv. 31-34). Jesus stayed with the Samaritan
people for two days, and many more believed because of His word.
They told the woman at the well, “It is no longer because of what you
said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves and know that this
One is indeed the Savior of the world"(v. 42). To their surprise, Jesus
was their Savior.

Can you imagine today, someone from Jerusalem going into Palestine
and the whole city changing? It would certainly be surprising! The
Samaritan woman was a lowly and sinful person, but Jesus used her in
His ministry and the city became saved by Him. The Jews thought the
Messiah was the Savior of their own nation, but the Samaritans
confessed Jesus as the Savior of the world. This impossible place with
its hopeless people had an ‘out of box' situation happen that saved
them. It was harvest time and Jesus reaped in the harvest.

Right now, there are people in this world ready for harvesting. Jesus
told his disciples, “Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, and then
comes the harvest?’ Behold, | say-to you, lift up your eyes and look on
the fields, that they are white for harvest”(v. 35). The world is ready,
people are prepared, and so there is no confusion or excuses for not
realizing that right now is reaping time. God's grace is available to the
world for only a short time. Paul reminded the Corinthians of this, saying,
"Behold, now is the acceptable time, behold, now is the day of
salvation”(2 Cor. 6:2). Look at all the people around you, your neighbors,
acquaintances, co-workers; too many of them do not know Jesus Christ.
Ask Jesus to open your eyes, so that you can see the harvest. The
whole world is in peril, every place has problems. All kinds of troubles,
like terrorism, mass killings, disasters and diseases, suicides, and hate
surround us. Worldwide, human morale and courtesy is faulty. Even as a
Christian, it is difficult to find real Christians. Most people who read their
Bibles and practice faith are still rough. Right now, it is reaping time for
50, SO many people.

God rewards the people who work His fields. Jesus told the disciples,
"Already he who reaps is receiving wages and is gathering fruit for life
eternal; so that he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together”(v.
36). Right now, we receive wages and find joy in our labors, but later on,
we will receive the greatest wages and experience full joy. In Revelation
22:12, Jesus promises, “Behold, | am coming quickly, and My reward is
with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.” The

Lord is going to calculate our time and effert. He is personally going to
ask you for an accounting of His business. What are you going to say to
Him? Many will proclaim that they went to church and prayed, but how
many will confess that they fought for eternal values and not just their
own? Jesus will say to those who looked after their own interests,
“Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been
prepared for the devil and his angels” (Mt. 25:41). In other words, Jesus
is going to tell them to get out of here, “for | was hungry, and you gave
Me nothing to eat; | was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to drink; | was
a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe
Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me"(Mt. 25:42&43). Those
who took care of their own things will cry out, “Lord, | went to church
and talked to you all the time, " but Jesus wants to see what you reaped
of His harvest. Have you talked to unbelievers about Jesus Christ? He is
coming quickly, and He is coming with great rewards to give to those
who worked for eternal values. He is really, really going to have a one-
on-one conversation with you, at which time there will be no excuses or
room for pride. | hope you hear Jesus say, “Well done My good and
faithful slave, because you were faithful with a few things, | will now put
you in charge of many things, enter into the joy of My kingdom."”

The harvest is here, but the workers are few. Jesus told his disciples,
“For in this case the saying is true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ | sent
you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have labored and
you have entered into their labor”(vv, 37&38). Having a rich and full
harvest is wonderful, but how terrible is it if there is no one to work the
fields, and the harvest decays and rots? Jesus' second coming is soon,
but there is-only a small workfarce. Very few people are going after real
souls. Many people say they are Christians, but not many of them are
doing missionary work. Jesus told His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful,
but the laborers are few; therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to
send out laborers into His harvest”(Lk. 10:2). We need good laborers.
We need to pray to become good reapers. Do you think reaping souls is
an important responsibility, or is taking care of your body, business, and
personal matters more important? As a believer, who wants to go to
heaven and experience eternal life, do not you think it is a sin to ignore
the harvest? What is wrong with your thinking?

My dear friend, when Jesus looks at you, is He seeing something
good? Please drop your pride and dedication to your own things.
Everything material is going to be set afire and destroyed. Only the soul
is important. Jesus is going to say to those who seriously got involved
during harvest time, “"Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the.world” (Mt.
26:34). Like Jesus, is your food to do God's will and accomplish His
work? | have to be honest; | do not think most of you really care about
harvest time. Your food is the world! After hearing this sermon, most of
you are going to walk away and immediately start concentrating on your
own things. | want you to hear this, Jesus is real and He is really coming
back! He is really going to calculate your harvest time, and | am telling
you that it is now harvest time. Are you ready? Please repent and go to
work. Do not look for an easy harvesting job because they are all hard.
Where is your treasure? Think about non-believers and proclaim Jesus.
Focus on Jesus inside your house and outside your house. Start eating
the right food, so you can start harvesting the right fields. Amen. i
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