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|| Sermon for Next Sunday |

- THELORD'S SUPPER

@ For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you,
that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread;

® and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and said,

“This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”
@5 In the same way He took the cup also, after supper, saying,

“This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this,

as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” (1 Corinthians 11:23-25)

n today’s Bible verses, Paul reminds the Corinthian church that he

passed on Christ's words to them just as he received them, "For
| received from the Lord that which | also delivered to you” {v. 23).
Christ said that He gave His body and blood specifically for His
disciples. It is something they desperately need. As such, He asks
that they remember His sacrifice for their salvation.

The Lord's Supper is a meal in which Christians partake because
they are hungry and thirsty for the Lord Jesus Christ. His words
leave no misunderstanding. After supper, on the night of His
betrayal, Jesus took some bread from the table, gave thanks,
broke it, and said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in
remembrance of Me"(v. 24). In the same way He took the cup also
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood;
do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me’(v. 25).

Sadly, most Christians never hunger or thirst after Jesus Christ.
They hardly even think of Him. If you are a true Christian, you
should think about Jesus' body and blood, His sacrifice, and not
just for yourself but for others. | am sure most of you love your
family and always remember their birthdays. You take the time to
celebrate and rejoice with them because you love them and have a
deep relationship with them. It should be even more so with
Jesus. He loves you. He sacrificed His life for you. He gives you
eternal salvation. His name is Immanuel, which translated means
"God with us"{Mt. 1:23).

Do you hunger and thirst for Jesus, or do you hunger and thirst
after earthly things, like money, vacations, clothes, houses, cars,
etc... What a shame to desire anything or anyone more than
Jesus. He did everything for you. His incarnation came through the
virgin Mary. The Son of God became the Son of Man. He lived and
suffered earthly life in the same way you do. His trials were the
same as your trials, “For we do not have a high priest who cannot
sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted
in all things as we are, yet without sin"{Heb. 4:15). He humbly
came to this earth to show you how to practice your faith. Jesus
maintained total obedience to His Father, “ Although He was a Son,
He learned obedience from the things which He suffered. And
having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him
the source of eternal salvation” (Heb. 5:889).

Jesus Christ humbled Himself to death, in accordance to His
Father's will, and obeyed God all the way to the cross, “Being
found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming

obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross”(Phil. 2:8).
This is the meaning of the Lord's Supper. Jesus made it for you, so
that you can remember that His body and blood covers your sin.
He wants to cleanse you, so that you can receive God's salvation.

Jesus made the Lord’s Supper before He left this earth. He
promised His people, “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring
to your remembrance all that | said to you"(Jn. 14:26). He also
promised, “When the Helper comes, whom' | will send to you
from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the
Father, He will bear witness of Me"{Jn. 15:26). He even promised,
"But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all
the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever
He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to
come”(Jn. 16:13). Jesus gave us these promises and made the
Lord’s Supper so that we could teach and bear witness to others
about Him in truth. He said, "All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | commanded
you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Mt.
28:18-20).

Paul experienced Jesus’ promises, “But the Lord stood with me
and strengthened me, so that through me the proclamation might
be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might hear" (2 Tim.
4:17). He restated Jesus' words concerning the Lord’s Supper to
the Corinthian church, and even explained to them the pure
meaning of Jesus’ body and blood for our salvation. Jesus wants
us to bear witness to His death. He commands us to remember
His death and second coming, “For as often as you eat this bread
and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes”(1
Cor. 11:26). Have you experienced Jesus' promises? Are you
keeping His commands?

My dear friend, have you really accepted Jesus as your Savior?
Are you a true Christian? If so, then hunger to keep His commands
and thirst for His word. Celebrate the Lord's Supper in serious
reverence of His death and coming again for you, and for all who
call on His name for salvation. As our church celebrates its 52nd,
anniversary, | pray that we honor and bear witness to our Lord
Jesus to the ends of the earth. Come now to the Lord’s Supper in
remembrance of His death and coming again. Amen.
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