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In the Book of Ruth, a mother-in-law Naomi and her two daughters-
in-law Orpah and Ruth appear. All three of them were widows. They all
had no husbands or children. Since she reached a situation hopeless to
overcome no more, Naomi proclaimed the separation from the two
daughters-in-law. "At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her
mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her."(v.14). "But Ruth replied,
“Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I
will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and
your God my God."(Ruth 1:16). Orpah looked at her mother-in-law's firm
determination and kissed her goodbye. However, despite Naomi kissed
her goodbye, Ruth declared she could not separate from her mother-in-
law. Through Ruth, the Bible emphasizes the covenant at the center of a
woman's filial devotion. This is because the family united with the cove-
nant can overcome any hardship and will receive blessings pleasing to
God. In the Anglo-American world, the relationship of daughter-in-law,
parents-in-law, husband, and parents-in-law beginning with a marriage
between a man and a woman is called an 'in-law' relationship. The appel-
lation of mother or father-in-law reveals a relationship was made through
the promise that is marriage even though it's not a blood relationship.
Those in God are related through the covenant. Despite being discon-
nected from Naomi owing to her husband's death, and her mother-in-
law's declaration of the split, rather, Ruth shows her determination to fol-
low Naomi. Through Ruth's strong determination like this, the solidarity
of the covenant became stronger.

The Lesson of the Book of Ruth

"In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land. So a
man from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went
to live for a while in the country of Moab. The man’s name was Elimelek,
his wife’s name was Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon
and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem, Judah. And they
went to Moab and lived there."(Ruth 1:1-2). Naomi who had married and
given birth to two sons in her hometown emigrated into the country of
Moab to escape famine. And there, she experienced the enormous hard-
ships of life by losing her husband and her sons. The Bible describes a
person 'Boaz, whom Naomi and her daughter-in-law Ruth came back
hometown and met, as a ‘guardian redeemer’. 'A guardian redeemer’
means a person who restores the property for a completely collapsed
family, and produces offsprings to continue the lineage. 'A guardian re-
deemer' is recorded as 'Goel(3?d)" in Hebrew, and means a 'redeemer’ ac-
cording to other translation. The Bible tries to show much wider world
through 'a guardian redeemer’. This is revealed clearly in the last part of
Ruth. "Through the offspring the Lord gives you by this young woman,
may your family be like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.”(Ruth
4:12). The last of the Book of Ruth ends with a genealogy. "This, then, is
the family line of Perez: Perez was the father of Hezron,'(Ruth 4:18). The
genealogy is that of Perez in Tribe of Judah. "Salmon the father of Boaz,
Boaz the father of Obed, Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of
David."(Ruth 4:21-22). More specifically, since it is a genealogy connected
to David, the Bible shows God's plan and work of redemption is being ac-
complished through Ruth and Boaz. That is, the Bible emphasizes by the
operation of the blessings of the covenant through the filial devotion and
love based on the covenant of a woman named Ruth, a family has re-
vived, a race has revived and further, all mankind has revived. We can say
this shows in advance through the Book of Ruth Jesus as a 'redeemer’
and 'a guardian redeemer’, who was born as a descendant of David, will
work to revive our broken lives and connect the broken lineage so that
God's blessings will be continued.

Sermon in English Translation

Why Ruth Did Not Leave Naomi”?

(Ruth 1:11-14)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

Clave unto her

The Hebrew expression of 'Clave unto' can be understood as a meaning
of 'clung to' It is a relationship that is glued strongly so that it cannot be
separated by even a considerable force. The place where the word 'clave
unto' is used except in the text is the Garden of Eden. When God formed
Adam and made Eve, and made the two a couple and proclaimed 'cannot
be separated), this expression was used. Accordingly, the expression
'cleave unto' can be understood as a term that shows the covenant is
achieved. "Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the
Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and
me” When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go with her, she
stopped urging her."(Ruth 1:17-18). 'Clave unto' as an expression contain-
ing the covenant is a feature of hanging onto the covenant of God. Even
though it looks pitiful, God is likely to see it lovely. Above all things, be-
cause God holds us with his strong and mighty hands, we can go toward
the inter-dependant relationship not the unilateral relationship. That's
why the expression 'one another' appears many times in the New Testa-
ment. Meditating on today's word, I came to be convinced that the rela-
tionship between parents and children is also the one to be fulfilled
throughout the life by 'cleaving unto". It's because parents and children
are companions walking together in the covenant. The models which
show the relationship between father and son most splendidly are David
and Solomon. Particularly, when he was enthroned, Solomon had a holy
wish for taking after David's heart devoted to God beyond respecting Da-
vid as the father of force and ability. While Solomon was keeping this
heart, he could reign as a great king. Even though parents and children
are living their own lives, if they serve God together, looking at the cove-
nant of God working in the midst and continuing their beliefs, it can be a
beautiful feature.

'Clave unto' is the word we must remember through the text. It is a
word that shows strong solidarity, and through the solidarity within the
covenant, hardships and problems of the world are solved as well as God's
planned works of grand redemption proceed. "Jesus gave them this an-
swer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do
only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the
Son also does."(John 5:19). The model who practices 'cleaving unto' that
has the meaning of inter-dependence most perfectly is God the Father
and Jesus the Son. What Jesus did was to do Father's heart and will, and
what the Counselor, the Holy Spirit did on this earth was also to do the
same as what Jesus did. "But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will
guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak
only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come."(John 16:13).
God the Holy Spirit says Jesus the Son says what he heard from God the
Father. Beloved everyone, I hope you could wish this solidarity with
someone be fulfilled in our lives, like the solidarity of the Triune God,
and like the Triune God becoming one person. It's because through the
solidarity between husband and wife, between one generation and the
next generation, God performs the work of redemption on this earth. I
bless in the name of the Lord that by holding onto the covenant, we all
will accomplish the covenant relationship more and more faithfully in
the world.
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