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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

PEACE BE WITH YOU

“So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut

where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them,
“Peace be with you.”” “"And when He had said this, He showed them both His hands and His side .
The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord. - “'Then He said to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger,

and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.”
@ Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”
(John 20:19~28)

fter the fall of mankind in the Garden of Eden, humans
continually search for peace. Everybody wants peace in their
lives. No one likes the constant, bitter, and sometimes violent
conflicts, struggles, rivalry, and disharmony that sin produces. The
Lord God says, “There is no peace for the wicked"(Is. 48:22). When
the day of the Lord comes, the wicked will say, “Peace and safety!
Then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains
upon a woman with child, and they will not escape”(1Thes. 5:3).
People seek peace in all kinds of people and things, but they cannot
find it. Only the risen Christ is the source of peace! Jesus said,
“These things | have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have
peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; | have
overcome the world”(Jn. 16:33). Jesus is the Prince of Peace (Is.
9:6), and He gives peace to God's children, just as the angels from
heaven sang, "And on earth peace among men with whom He is
pleased”(Lk. 2:14). On the first evening of Jesus' resurrection, He
came to His disciples and said to them twice, “Peace be with you."
Since Thomas wasn'’t there, Jesus returned again when he was
present with the other disciples and said a third time to them,
“Peace be with you.” Christians don't need to live in fear, worry, or
isolation. We don’t need to search for peace because we have
Jesus. He gives us God's peace, which surpasses all
comprehension and guards our hearts and minds.
We can have peace when we are afraid. The disciples hid
themselves behind locked doors because they were afraid of the
“Jewish authorities, “So when it was evening on that day, the first
day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples
were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and
said to them, ‘Peace be with you'“(Jn. 20:19). This was resurrection
day, victory day! The angels of God rolled the tombstone away.
Jesus' grave was empty because He resurrected. He was alive! The
Old Testament prophecies were fulfilled. Yet, the disciples of Jesus
were afraid. Jesus appeared in that room even though they had
locked the door. They could not lock the door from Jesus because
His love overcomes any closed door. Jesus showed Himself to
them and gave them peace. If you believe in the crucified and risen
Lord Jesus, then all your fears should be gone. Faith in Him takes all
fear away.
We can have peace when we are apprehensive. Even after Jesus
appeared to His disciples and blessed them with God's peace, they
still acted scared. Their minds were fixated on His death, so

perhaps they thought they were seeing a ghost. Jesus showed
them both His hands and His side, "The disciples then rejoiced
when they saw the Lord. So Jesus said to them again, 'Peace be
with you; as the Father has sent Me, | also send you'"(Jn.
20:20~21). Jesus had to bless them with God's peace a second
time. When they finally believed, Jesus sent them out and
"breathed on them and said to them, 'Receive the Holy Spirit. If you
forgive the sins of any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they have been retained'”(Jn. 20:22~23).
They went and told everyone about seeing Jesus. They told
Thomas, “We have seen the Lord!" But he said to them, “Unless |
see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the
place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, | will not
believe'"(Jn. 20:25). Like them, he could not imagine the risen
Christ unless he could actually touch Him. Thomas doubted their
story because his faith was weak. Faith in Jesus takes all
apprehension away.

We can have peace when we feel alone. Thomas was alone. His
closest friends had witnessed the resurrected Christ and were filled

" with joy, but he could not believe that Jesus had actually risen. He

was by himself in his disbelief. He was lonely. Jesus understood
Thomas' problem, “After eight days His disciples were again inside,
and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors having been shut,
and stood in their midst and said, ‘Peace be with you." Then He said
to Thomas, ‘Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and
reach here your hand and put it into My side; and do not be
unbelieving, but believing’”(Jn. 20:26~27). Although the doors were
still locked, Jesus entered and gave His disciples peace. He called
for Thomas to touch Him because He knew exactly what Thomas
needed. Thomas said to Jesus, "My Lord and my God!”(Jn. 20:28).
Jesus never gives up. Even though believers retain doubt and fear,
He still blesses them with peace. Even though we are stubborn and
act like we have no help, Jesus still gives us peace. Faith in Jesus
takes away all loneliness.

My dear friend, are you enslaved by fear, then trust Jesus and He

.will give you peace. Are you worried about anything, like money,

health, or family issues, then trust Jesus and He will give you
peace. Do you feel lost, alone and without a friend, then trust Jesus
and never feel lonely again because His peace connects you with
God. Be not faithless! Practice your faith and experience the joy and
peace that comes from believing in Jesus Christ. Amen.
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