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CHILDREN
OF LIGHT

(Ephesians 5:8-14)

“for you were formerly darkness, but now you are
light in the Lord: walk as children of light (for
the fruit of the light [consists] in all
goodness and righteousness and
truth), "

Today's Bible message begins by saying, "for you were
formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as
children of Light“(v. 8). Do you remember that before Jesus
came into your life you were darkness, and that when He came
into your life you became God's child? Believers are children of
light and their walk must demonstrate this fact. There is a big
difference between a person before conversion and after
conversion. There is a big change, a foundational change, a
wonderful change that occurs when a human being accepts Jesus
Christ as Lord. Personal efforts and achievements have nothing
to do with this change. It is not a progressive change. It is a
change from death to life that only Jesus Christ can make
happen. Before Christ, you "were dead in your trespasses and
sins“(Ephs. 2:1). After Christ, you are "alive together with Him",
"raised up with Him", and "seated with Him in the heavenly
places”, for "by grace you have been saved"(Ephs. 2:5-6). I am
asking you, do you have this change?

It is important to understand the difference between before
and affer Christ. Before Christ, you "walked according to the
course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the
air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of
disobedience"(Ephs. 2:2). In other words, you lived your life
totally against Jesus Christ. Are you still living and working for
this world? Do you still have to have this and have to do that?
Do you still crave material possessions? Do you still have worldly
obsessions? Do you desire the things of this world more than
the things of heaven, or have you changed? Do you follow the
customs of your environment, or does the word of God lead you?
Has the cross really changed you, or does selfishness control
you? I am telling you that your own desires, your eagerness to
do whatever you want from your heart and mind, are actually
signs of darkness. They are behaviors from the sons of wrath.

The grace that saves you through faith is a gift from God. It
is not a result of your works, so that no one can boast. Because
it doesn't come from your acts, you can't find pride in yourself.
Your eternal salvation, life, and change is God's doing, not your
ownl Believers become children of light because of Jesus Christ.
Those who hold Jesus as Savior are not children of darkness.
They are children of light, brought from far off to near Jesus

Christ. What a change! Through His blood, you are related to
God. Recognize the difference between darkness and light.
Don't return fo darkness. Don't be deceived by the evil in the
world. Do not teach your children, friends, and relatives how to
be good and how to live this life without Jesus Christ. Without
the change from darkness to light, every lesson is hypocritical.
God's children are "being built together into a dwelling of God in
the Spirit"(Ephs. 2:22). You have to go to Jesus, you have to
take your cross, and you have to go the suffering way. Not all
the goodness in the world can change you. Only the goodness
that comes from faith in Christ brings eternal light.

Today is the 4th Sunday of Lent. Jesus is walking toward
Calvary to take the cross. Let's follow Him because we are
children of light. Beware of hypocrisy. Don't put the power of
change in your hands. Break it, repent, and confess Jesus as
your Lord. You have to stand on His side, not the side of
darkness. The side of darkness is the popular, politically
correct, and painless place. Indeed, the whole world may enjoy
this way of life. They envy it to the utmost extent. My dear
friends, you cannot find from there the cross of Jesus. That
place appears to have joy and amusement, but it holds no hope.
Everything about it is decaying, immoral, and impure. It's a place
filled with greed and lust. Don't even speak of its filthiness in
silly talk. “For this reason it says, 'Awake, sleeper, and arise
from the dead, and Christ will shine on you"(v. 14). Here is the
call to wake-up from the pagan sleep of sin and death, with the
promise that Christ will then shine on the believer with the
saving light of His truth. The light that comes from God exposes
all things. Whenever that light comes to you, you can see what's
wrong. When you do, you have fo tell your friends what they're
doing wrong—you have to rebuke them so that they know what is
wrong, If you remain quiet, they won't know. You have to come
to the cross of Jesus Christ all the time, so that you can see the
difference between darkness and light. Repenting bothers your
pride and denying yourself makes you angry, but if you don't,
your flesh and spiritual life are dead forever.

Let's live in the light. Then we can try to “learn what is
pleasing to the Lord"(v. 10). We can purposefully not participate
in “the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose
them"(v. 11). We can rebuke the sins of other believers. In so
doing, we don't talk behind their backs, but in front of them, "for
it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by
them in secret“(v. 12). When the light exposes darkness "all
things become visible... for everything that becomes visible is
light"(v.13). It is easy to see why it is necessary for believers
who once were darkness to expose other believers' unfruitful
works of darkness. Their deviant path does not please the Lord
and the light is necessary to expose these works of darkness,
which are contrary to the Lord's will. They are commanded to
“awake" from their spiritual sleep and rise from the path of
death. Their repentant response will please God and Christ will
shine on them with approval.

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places
in Christ"(Ephs. 1:3). You have to have this blessing. Have you
changed? It is a heavenly thing to come to the Light. There you
can praise Him and see all the spiritual blessings. If you belong
to the darkness, all you can see are the blessings of darkness
(money, fame, and fun now). Believers are children of Light. The
cross makes you beautiful. It makes you a light in the Lord.
Amen. i
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