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(D Today's Message By Rev. Kim, Sung Kwan ©

SERVANTS OF CHRIST

(1 CORINTIANS 4:1-15)

é6 et a man regard us in this manner, as servants of
L Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God”

(vs. 1). This is the theme of today's message. Paul is
saying that people who know or come to hear about us
should clearly realize that we are Christians. Without
exception, they should know thar we work for Christ and
are entrusted with the secret things of God. Our behavior
and lifestyle must reflect the gospel message in order for

others to perceive this power.

How do servants of Christ become good stewards?
The key is found in the very next verse, “In this case,
moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy” (vs,
2). Trustworthy means faithful, reliable, dependable, and responsible, In
other words, a good Christian steward is someone who is worthy of belief
because of his/her faithfulness to Jesus Christ, This really means that we
have to be straight forward, honest and sometimes hard with the people
we come into contact with, We can't be scacred of human beings. Our
intention is not to please or displease another human being but to please
our Lord and Savior, The bottom line is that we always remain

trustworthy to Christ,

For Christ alone is the One we must answer to in the end, At the
judgement seat of Christ, all motives will be revealed, God will then give
praise to each believer according to his frait, Until that time, it’ s important
to keep in mind that only God knows the true contents of a man’ s heart,
Therefore, we must take care not to pass judgement on others or
ourselves, We must live faithfully according to the Scriptures and

remember that everything we have is received from Christ,

With biting irony, Paul contrasts the imagined richness, fullness,
and kingliness of the Corinthians lifestyle with the degradation and
“For, I think, God has exhibited

as men condemned to death; because we have

distress that were the apostles’ daily life,
us apostles last of all,
become a spectacle to the world, both to angles and to men” (vs, 9). Paul
is saying that this world is a battlefield in which Christians are the prime
target. The Bible pointedly reflects that if you're not a spectacle to the
world then vour position is not Christ centered, This is not a rosy picture
of bliss that the Corinthians thought servants of Christ deserved, Quite the
contrary, Paul’s illustration of Christian servanthood demands the very

opposite of the world" s idea of success,

Paul"s comparison of true Christians to those that think they are
Christians is really strong, “We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are
prudent in Christ; we are weak, but you are strong; vou are distinguished,
but we are without honor” (vs. 10), Here we see the picture of how the
world views true servants of Christ, It isn’t anything like the Corinthians

arrogance, Sadly, we today have an abundance of professed Christian
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preachers, teachers, scholars, and laymen who the world views as canny,
financially successful and famous, Isn't it apparent that something is
amiss? Shouldn’t the world be viewing these servants of Christ as poor
and disgraceful idiots instead of popular, wealthy, and honorable

businessmen?

“To

this present hour we are both hungry and thirsty, and are poorly clothed,

Paul continues his illustration of servants of Christ by stating,

and are roughly treated, and are homeless; and we toil, working with our
owr hands; when we are reviled, we bless; when we are persecuted we
endure; when we are slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become as
the scum of the world, the dregs of all things, even until now™ (vss, 11-
12). Paul and the apostles’ lives were not comfortable, He mentions their
dilemmas so that we really know what to expect in being servants of
Christ, “T do not write these things to shame you, but to admonish you as
my beloved children” (vs, 14), He warns us of the trials and tribulations
that are necessary for us to endure so that we can persevere until the last
time. He also gives us a clear image of the reception we can expect from

the world and how we are to handle it

Even though servants of Christ suffer trials and tribulations that are
needed to reach the goal, they are truly nothing in comparison to the
reward of eternal life in God's glory. If we keep our eyes focused and
our hearts centered in Christ, His yoke becomes casy and His burden
becomes light! Servants of Christ are not comfortable in this world but
they are joyful in the hope of the world to come. They stand for Christ no
matter what the cost because they know the priceless value of their faith,
Servants of Christ live for Christ because He is the Lord of everything and

everyone!

“For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would
not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus 1 became your father through
the gospel” (vs. 15). There are many people who know the Scriptures but
few who live for them, Paul is telling us that there’s a very distinct
difference between having knowledge of Christ and knowing Christ, He
highlights the spiritual transaction that occurs when a person proclaims
the gospel moved by the necessity of an entrusted stewardship.

It's important for us all to remember, "You were bought with a
price; do not become slaves of men” (1 Cor, 7:23). How many Christians
have fallen into the world’ s glory of fame, fortune, and success? We must
always remember that we are servants of Christ, not of men! Paul simply
states, "1 do all things for the sake of the gospel, so that I may become a
fellow partaker of it" (1 Cor, 9:23), It is purely the gospel of Christ that
contains all our treasures and therefore requires all our faith, We work for

Christ so that Christ’ s workings will work for us,

[ really want to be like Paul and emulate the out workings of his
faith in Christ, We cannot make people understand the gospel. Our job is
strictly to tell the truth of reality in Christ through the Holy Spirit. The
difference between Christian love and the values of the world are most
brilliantly evident when we live it. Even though our way of living may
place us in destitute situations, [ pray that we all keep running and
running and running for the souls that need to be harvested - for the
gospel that needs to be shared, Even if we are called to live like animals
in the dirt, I want to be thankful and praise God for His amazing grace
that allows me, a wretched sinner, to receive the gift of everlasting life in
His presence, 1 want every person who meets me to know that [ am a

servant of Christ and a steward of God' s mysteries,
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