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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

GOD'S ANSWER

O will stand on my guard post And station myself on the rampart; And I will keep watch to see what He
will speak to me, And how I may reply when I am reproved. ” Then the LORD answered me and said,
Record the vision And inscribe it on tablets, That the one who reads it may run. ®For the vision is yet for
the appointed time; It hastens toward the goal, and it will not fail. Though it tarries, wait for it; For it will
certainly come, it will not delay. “Behold, as for the proud one, His soul is not right within him; But the
righteous will live by his faith. (Habakkuk 2:1-4)

abakkuk was a prophet who trusted God, yet was perplexed
Habout certain problems. He prayed, "How long, O Lord, will |
call for help, and You will not hear? | cry out to You, 'Violence!" Yet
You do not save“(1:2). David also was puzzled about certain
issues. He similarly prayed, “How long, O Lord? Will You forget
me forever? How long will You hide Your face from me"(Ps. 13:1)?
As believers, when troubles come we turn to God for answers.
We pour out our hearts to Him looking for help. He is our God and
we need Him to live. Some people call on the Lord, but do not
receive an answer because of their unclean and wicked hearts.
The Lord always responds to righteous believers; He always
answers their call. Habakkuk prepared himself to receive God's
answer, “| will stand on my guard post and station myself on the
rampart; and | will keep watch to see what He will speak to me,
and how | may reply when | am reproved”(v. 1). Both Habakkuk
and David asked the Lord God when He would answer their cries
for help, but God did not give them an immediate answer.

The Lord God clearly answers His children’s prayers. He told
Habakkuk, “Record the vision and inscribe it on tablets that the
one who reads it may run”{v. 2). God asked Habakkuk to write
down His answer, so that we could read it and run to proclaim it. 1
Timothy 6:3-5 says, “If anyone advocates a different doctrine and
does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, he is conceited
and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in
controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which
arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, and constant
friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth,
who suppose that godliness is a means of gain.” God gives us a
clear answer, all we need to do is read it. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 tells
us, “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the
man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”
We need to read our Bibles. It tells us the future, gives us the
truth, and equips us with valuable things. So often, our minds
focus more on other things than on Jesus, so that when
something goes wrong we wonder where He is. "But the word is
very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may
observe it. See, | have set before you today life and prosperity,
and death and adversity”(Dt. 30:14&15). God's answer is always
with us, we just need faith to hear it.

God answers prayer at the proper time. His answer to Habakkuk
concerned the future, the end times, "For the vision is yet for the

appointed time; it hastens toward the goal and it will not fail.
Thought it tarries, wait for it; for it will certainly come, it will not
delay”(v. 3). God's response to Habakkuk relates to every
individual. The end times is a reality, not a lie or exaggeration, it is
something that is going to happen, which is why we have to
listen. Daniel 10:14 says, “Now | have come to give you an
understanding of what will happen to your people in the latter
days, for the vision pertains to the days yet future.” Revelation
10:5-6 reads, "Then the angel whom | saw standing on the sea
and on the land lifted up his right hand to heaven, and swore by
Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the
things in it, and the earth and the things in it, and the sea and the
things in it, that there will be delay no longer.” Right now God is
giving us a period of grace and mercy, but His judgment time is
coming soon. Before that day, you have to listen. Proud people
will never find God's answer, so that destruction will overcome
them.

God has given us the ultimate answer, the secret blessing. He
told Habakkuk, “Behold, as for the proud one, his soul is not right
within him; but the righteous will live by his faith“{v. 4). Faith is
the answer. The righteous must live by faith, not by their effort
This is the truth of the Holy Spirit! God's word is really telling us
that we can do it by faith. It does not make a difference whether
you are poor or rich, educated or uneducated, sick or healthy. God
gave everyone His Word; all you have to do is use your faith.
Psalm 119:141 says, "l am small and despised, yet | do not forget
Your precepts.” Psalm 119:143&144 also say, “Trouble and
anguish have come upon me, yet Your commandments are my
delight. Your testimonies are righteous forever; give me
understanding that | may live.” This is the secret of the living.

My dear friend, the wicked are like chaff which the wind drives
away, but the righteous are like a firmly planted tree which never
withers(Ps. 1:3&4). The proud will fall, so please drop your pride. 1
John 5:4 says, “For whatever is born of God overcomes the
world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world our
faith.” Paul loudly proclaimed, “But the righteous man shall live by
faith”(Rom. 1:17). Too many Christians question why God has not
answered their prayers and wonder what is wrong with Him.
Through your faith in Jesus Christ, God answers your prayer. He
wrote down everything you need to know and provided you with
the Holy Spirit to understand it, so that all you have to do is read
and believe it. Do you read it? Do you believe it? The answer is
right in front of you. Can you see it? 4
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