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There are largely familiar and funny stories like the Den of Lions, the Fi-
ery Furnace and the Interpretation of King's Dreams recorded in Daniel 1-6.
On the other hand, the content of Daniel 7-12 is not easy at all. It is because
observed Chapter 12 titled "The End Times', There is to come a time of dis-
tress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations,(Dan 12:1), to
close up and seal the scroll until the time of the end(Dan 12:4), and a man
clothed in linen appears(Dan 12:6), which is the story about the end of the
days like Revelation(Dan 12:13). Although it is difficult to fully understand
the apocalypse of Daniel 7-12, we can apprehend it as the meaning that on
the last day when God is finally victorious, the kingdom of God stands firm
permanently, and Satan stands before the Judgement throne. "In the third
year of the reign of Jehoiakim King of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar King of Bab-
ylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. And the Lord gave Jehoiakim King
of Judah into his hand, with some of the vessels of the house of God. And he
brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and placed the
vessels in the treasury of his god.(Dan 1:1-2)". King Nebuchadnezzar, who al-
most demolished Jerusalem, took Jehoiakim King of Judah to Babylon and
captured some precious treasures from the house of God. It was because
there was a convention in the ancient period that a war was regarded as a
war between gods so that winners captured treasures from losers' temples of
god and placed them in their temples of god. However, Babylon, taking one
step further, took promising young men from the occupied territory. It was
to make them play intermediate roles between Babylonian people and oc-
cupied people after teaching them Babylonian culture and language thor-
oughly to make them complete Babylonians. Because Daniel was also taken
to Babylon as a captive, he seemed to be in a state where the fear of when or
how something would happen to him and the hope of viability co-exist.
'And in every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king
inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and
enchanters that were in all his kingdom.(v.20)". Daniel became an unsur-
passed person among all of those around him. "And Daniel was there until
the first year of King Cyrus.(v. 21)". It is the more surprising fact that Daniel
taken to Babylon in the period of King Nebuchadnezzar still stayed in the
important position for about 70 years till the first year of King Cyrus even
though several kings were changed and even the kingdom was changed
from Babylon to Persia. The Bible expresses the most powerful country,
Babylon, in that period as the world prospering in spite of secularism deny-
ing the values of God, or the power and splendor of the world which seemed
to be unsurpassable. That's why all the believers living in the world of this
age, which gets strong more and more like Babylon, should watch carefully

the life of Daniel who won in Babylon.

Purposed in his heart

"But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the king's food,
or with the wine that he drank. Therefore he asked the chief of the eunuchs
to allow him not to defile himself.(v.8)". The will of Daniel who resolved that
'he would not defile himself' was the implication that he would not be as-
similated into the secularity, that is, Babylon. "Religion that is pure and un-
defiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their af-
fliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.(Jas 1:27)". The Apostle
James emphasizes not to be defiled by secularity is not only to keep himself
from the world but also to go further to take care of orphans and widows in
their affliction. It was Daniel's determination not to be a son of Babylon.
Daniel did not suggest T will try it once. or express it as his wish 'T'd like to
live this way, rather, he firmly determined the direction of his life and re-
solved surely to live that way. According to the original word, it is an expres-
sion that contains the process of invoking the determined will continuously
in the heart just as one brood over anger when angry. Daniel discarded the

way how he could become a greatly influential character in the most power-
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ful country by being thoroughly assimilated into Babylon, resolving not to
defile himself before God, and becoming firmer by chewing the purposed
will in his heart. No matter how difficult the situations we are in, even when
we get sick and weak, to purpose the will in our hearts becomes consolation
to us. I hope in the Lord that the work of determining the will and the will
being operated in Daniel will also take place within us.

After he decided his will

"And God gave Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the chief of
the eunuchs,(v. 9)". When Daniel made up his mind, God gave him grace.
Daniel's request to allow him not to eat the king's food was for the chief eu-
nuch, who had been entrusted with the duty of making them eat Babylonian
food so that they must be thoroughly assimilated into the Babylonian cul-
ture, to have to risk danger. Nevertheless, when God poured out grace, the
chief eunuch became merciful, and the condition through which Daniel's
purposed will could be fulfilled was made. The grace and mercy of God that
appear through 'the way of escape' lead us to a better place at last. "As for
these four youths, God gave them learning and skill in all literature and wis-
dom, and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.(v. 17)". God
gave Daniel who determined his will the wisdom that all the intelligent men
of Babylon could be insurmountable. We surely need the wisdom to live
confidently as people of God in the powerful secular culture. Within the wis-
dom are contained not only knowledge and scholarship but also mysterious
capacity. Examining the after Daniel 2, Daniel comes up to the most influ-
ential position by interpreting dreams. Without telling anyone the strange
dream he had dreamed, King Nebuchadnezzar ordered to interpret it, but
only Daniel, who had received wisdom from God, could interpret it.
Through this, Daniel could walk the path of growing as a mature worker of
God, not a child of Babylon.

As a servant of the Kingdom of God

Like Daniel who determined his will in the difficult and unstable period,
we must decide our wills. Even though you have an unclear future ahead, I
hope you should not let your mind be distracted, and decide your will firm-
ly. Just at that time, God gave Daniel knowledge and grace. The title of the
sermon, 'This Enabled Daniel to Win the World' refers to the firm faith that
simply and resolutely decides the will. When you decide the will before God,
God pours out the grace that allows us to stay within the will and the wisdom
that realizes and expands the will into a more developed appearance. If so,
what is the reason that Daniel could live influencing on the heathen land for
a long period of 70 years? Daniel, who refused to become a son of Babylon,
paradoxically became a youth and a leader in Babylon, and an outstanding
leader of Babylon whom no one could compete with indulgently. It is be-
cause Daniel became a subject of the everlasting king, not a subject loyal to a
king of this earth. Since he resolved to become a worker of the everlasting
kingdom of God not a worker of this world, God established him as a worker
who fulfills the work of God for 70 years when kings and nations are
changed. "And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a
kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to an-
other people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to
an end, and it shall stand forever,(Dan 2:44)". God used preciously Daniel
who professed to King Nebuchadnezzar that he is not a child of Babylon but
a man of the Kingdom of God and a worker serving the Kingdom of God. I
bless in the name of the Lord that the heart that Daniel decided, the grace
and wisdom that God poured into the heart, and the instruction of the Bible
that contains the results will stay in our hearts for a long time.
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