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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

REMEMBER THIS WOMAN ON THE LAST DAY

“but on the day that Lot went out from Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them
all. ® It will be just the same on the day that the Son of Man is revealed. °” On that day, the one who is on the

housetop and whose goods are in the house must not go down to take them out; and likewise the one who is in
the field turn back. ** Remember Lot’s wife. ®® Whoever seeks to keep his life will lose it,
and whoever loses his life will preserve it. (Luke 17:29~33)

n the day that Lot went out from Sodom it rained fire and brimstone

from heaven, and the cities and inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah
were completely destroyed. How much more dangerous and deadly can
a situation be? Perhaps you can liken it to an extreme tornado that
destroys everyone and everything in its path. At such a time, the most
important thing is getting saved and salvation comes only by listening to
God. Lot’'s wife did not listen to God; she persisted in looking her own
way. On the Last Day, you must remember this woman. Jesus used her
as an example to save your life. Please listen. You are in a dangerous
and dying position. Please do not just hear the words, you must believe
them. You must act upon them. We are living in the end times. On the
Last Day, please do not look behind. No matter what, even if you hear
screaming, do not look back.

Do you want Jesus to use your name as an illustration of what not to
do? If not, then how come you keep on emphasizing the things of this
life? Jesus mentioned Lot's wife in a serious discussion concerning the
return of the Son of Man. Just prior, He talked about Neah and how
"they were eating, they were drinking, they were marrying, they were
being given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the
flood came and destroyed them all.”(v. 27) The point is that Jesus
Christ's second coming is for certain. The Last Day is going to happen!
Jesus specifically calls attention to Lot's wife as a warning for those still
living during that time. It is so, so important for you to remember Lot's
wife. Jesus did not use Sarah, Hannah, Ruth, or even the Virgin Mary as
models for the Last Day. With so many wonderful, faithful, and important
names in the Bible, why did Jesus pick Lot's wife? What does this
woman have to say to you and me about the end times? Why does He
want us to remember her?

Jesus wants us to remember the religious privileges of Lot's wife. This
was a person who worshipped, prayed, and thought she was going to
heaven. She and her husband had strong faith; they followed Abraham.
(Gen. 12:4) They went through hard times and struggled, but continued
to walk the pathway of faith. They made an altar to God and had a solid
prayer life. They received so many blessings; they even had angels visit
them. Lot’s wife was blessed with a religious and righteous husband.
(2Pet. 2:7) Their children also practiced faith. They had wonderful
opportunities and conditions to grow in the Lord. Their situation is not
that different than yours. Today, churches doors are open everywhere.
Media technology makes Christian radio and television programs
widespread. You can hear God's voice all over, and getting a Bible is not
very difficult, even in Communist countries. Christian books line the
shelves of the world's bookstores and can be accessed through the
worldwide internet. Even with all these available religious privileges,
they cannot save you. Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, was a religious man who
worked under a true prophet, but this did not save him, His disobedience
brought leprosy to him and his descendants forever. (2Kgs. 5:27) Demas,
Paul's helper, was a Christian man who witnessed the grace of God
touching others, but this did not save him. The Bible tells us he loved the

world more than Christ. (2Tim, 4:10) Judas, Jesus Christ's disciple, lived
with the Lord and served under Him, but this did not save him. He
betrayed Jesus with a kiss. (Mt. 26:48~49) These people looked like
God's children, but they were not. .Je_sus said about the end times, “At
that time many will fall away and will betray one ancther and hate one
another .-+ Because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will
grow cold.”(Mt. 24:10,12) He also said, “For false Christs and false
prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to
mislead, if possible, even the elect.”(Mt. 24:24) | am pleading with you
to go God’s way. If you do not move in His direction, the fire that is
going to come down to earth on the Last Day will destroy you. Are you
going to disobey? The Creator God, the Son of God, who died for you
and bled for you has a way out, but you keep saying no, no, no. You keep
looking the wrong way. You keep turning around like Lot's wife.

Jesus wants us to remember the relative’s love and prayers for Lot's
wife. She had a great relative in Abraham, Lot's uncle. Abraham gave Lot
and his wife and their family first choice in property, delivered them from
captivity, and prayed six times for God to spare their land. His
intercessory prayers brought two angels to her doorstep to show mercy
to her and her family. They were given an escape route for potential
deliverance. You too have people praying for you. | know this church and
certain prayer groups around the world are praying for your soul before
the throne of grace, not only that, but Jesus and the Holy Spirit are really
praying for you.

Jesus wants us to remember that Lot's wife perished. How? In the
midst of her position and privilege she died. She had opportunity, but her
real treasure was in earthly things. The consequence was that both her
treasures and self perished. What did she look at? Perhaps she turned
around to look at her home, gardens, or friends? Maybe she thought
about her money, jewelry, or special something. Whatever her reason,
her turning around revealed her disobedience and unbelief. It showed
her bondage to the things of this world. Her death was sudden and
shocking. She died in the act of sin. Her heart was in Sodom, not in the
Lord. Where is your heart? Lot's wife became a pillar of salt, a statue of
sorts. What is to become of you?

My dear friend, you and | are living in the midst of Sodom and
Gomerrah. Please do not be a stupid Christian whose pride interferes
with God's grace. Please do not be a stupid Christian who places value
in fame, fortune, and fun. Please do not be a stupid Christian whose own
habits, tastes, and preferences make you turn around. We are living in a
doomed place. Listen to Peter's warning, “But the day of the Lord will
come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and
the elements will be destroyed with intense heart, and the earth and its
works will be burned up. Since all these things are to be destroyed in
this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and
godliness.”(2Pet. 3:10~11) Please learn from Lot's wife and turn from
passing things to the eternal. Get ready for the return of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Amen. i
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