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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

| HAVE SINNED

I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, ‘Father,

I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight’ (Luke 15:18)

he start of a new year is a good time to make changes, especially in

your Christian life. Jesus asks you to deny yourself, take your cross,
and follow Him. Denying yourself implies that you are a sinner, someone
who realizes he or she is nothing without Jesus. The act of denying
yourself is a very good confession. Sadly, many Christians say they are
sinners, but they never repent. They say the words but they do not act
upon them. They do not realize the seriousness of the problem of sin, After
Adam sinned, he and his descendants could only beget sinners, so that all
humans are under the sentence of death, the penalty of sin, “Therefore,
just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin,
and so death spread to all men, because all sinned”(Rm. 5:12). Sin is a
powerful and terrible thing. One man'’s disobedience, eating a tiny piece of
fruit, affected the whole world! Thankfully, there is hope. The Bible tells us,
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”(1 Jn. 1:9). As a believer, when
you sin and really confess your sin before God, He will wipe it away.
Without repentance, there is no cleansing. Your life goes away from God
and continues toward sin. When you open the Scriptures, you can see
many illustrations of what an unrepentant heart looks like.

Look at Pharaoh, the mighty Egyptian king, who confessed before
Moses, “I have sinned this time; the Lord is the righteous one, and | and
my people are the wicked ones”(Ex. 9:27). After God sent seven plagues
against this man and his people, he finally confesses the truth, but his
confession was not real. He was scared of God's punishment and wanted
Moses to intercede on his behalf. As soon as Moses stopped the Lord's
punishment, he and his people sinned again, “But when Pharach saw the
rain and the hail and the thunder had ceased, he sinned again and
hardened his heart, he and his servants”{Ex. 9:34). Like Pharaoh, many
Christians like to use religion for their own benefit. They confess, but then
take advantage of God's mercy. Even after God sent the tenth plague,
death, Pharaoh continued toward sin. His last destination was the Red Sea.
He chased after the Israelites, and died in his pursuit. His grave is located
in the middle of the Red Sea.

King Moab offered Balaam, a prophet of God, treasure to come to his
land and curse Israel. Balaam asked God what he should do, and God told
him not to go. When the king came to Balaam a second time, with a higher
price, Balaam again asked the Lord if he could go. God told him to go, but
He was angry because he was going. An angel of the Lord blocked his
path to reinforce God's displeasure with his motive for going. Balaam told
the angel of the Lord, “I have sinned, for | did not know that you were
standing in the way against me. Now then, if it is displeasing to you, | will
turn back”{Num. 22:34). Balaam confessed his sin, but not seriously.
Jesus' brother, Jude, used him as an example of wrongdoing in his
denunciation of false teachers, “Woe to them! For they have gone the way
of Cain, and for pay they have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam,
and perished in the rebellion of Korah"(v. 11). Balaam epitomizes deceit
and covetousness because he hired himself out as a prophet. Peter also
used Balaam to denounce false teachers, “forsaking the right way, they
have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor,
who loved the wages of unrighteousness” (2 Pet. 2:15). Many people who
know God's power apologize for their sin, but like Balaam, they end up
going their own selfish way. Their ego controls their actions.

After Israel conquered Jericho, God banned them from taking certain
things. Jericho was completely devoted to God as the Firstfruits of Canaan,
and no booty was to be taken by the people. God warned everyone
through Joshua, but Achan and his family did not listen. Achan said, “Truly,

| have sinned against the Lord, the God of Israel, and this is what | did;
when | saw among the spoil a beautiful mantel from Shinar and two
hundred shekels of silver and a bar of gold fifty shekels in weight, then |
coveted them and took them; and behold, they are concealed in the earth
inside my tent with the silver underneath it"(Jos. 7:20&21). Achan saw,
took, and hid the things which he was not to have. Adam saw the
forbidden fruit, took it and ate it, then tried to hide his sin from God. Sin
takes this course in everyone. Proverbs 28:13 warns us, "He who conceals
his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes
them will find compassion.”

When Saul was commanded by God through Samuel to utterly destroy
the Amalekites, he did not completely obey. He confessed to Samuel, “I
have sinned, | have indeed transgressed the command of the Lord and
your words, because | feared the people and listened to their voice"(1
Sam. 15:24), Saul was more scared of people than of God. Later on, he
confessed again, “1 have sinned. Return, my son David, for | will not harm
you again because my life was precious in your sight this day. Behold, |
have played the fool and have committed a serious error”(1 Sam. 26:21).
He confessed his sin, but just a short time later tried to kill David again. His
confessions were really good, but he did not really repent. He lost his
kingship and kingdorn, and more importantly the Spirit of God within.

Judas, the one who betrayed Jesus, confessed, “| have sinned by
betraying innocent blood” (Mt. 27:4). After his confession, his pride made
him kill himself. Many people appear as innocent victims who have
repented, when in fact they have not. After David committed adultery, he
truly repented to Nathan, “| have sinned against the Lord"(2 Sam. 12:13).
His heart was sincere, and God blessed him, but he did not go without
punishment. He suffered the death of his firstborn son by Bathsheba.

The son in today's Bible verse recognized and confessed his sin to his
father, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and in your sight; | am no
longer worthy to be called your son.” Here is a man who truly repented.
There is no pride in his heart. He sees himself as his father's servant, not
his son. After falling deep into sin, he returns to his father. His pride is hurt,
but he denies himself. He changes from an arrogant youth to a humble
son.

Isaiah 1:18 says, “Come now, and let us reason together, says the Lord,
though your sins are as scarlet, they will be as white as snow; though they
are red like crimson, they will be like wool.” You cannot calculate the depth
of sin; you can only confess it. The wage of any sin is death, but Jesus
died for your sins. | hope you can see how terrible your sin is. Return to the
Lord completely. Do not just say you are sorry or just feel sorry. Today is
the first day of a new year, and God wants to discuss things with you. He
wants to reason with you. Jesus died for you. Please come to Him and
confess your sin. Tell him you are a sinner who cannot live by your own will
or pride. Ask him to help you deny yourself, so that He can come into your
heart and be your Master and Savior of every moment. Not just that, but
also ask Him to help you take your cross and by faith follow Him.

My dear friend, Jesus is softly and tenderly calling your name. He is
calling for you and for me; see at the entrance He is waiting and watching
for you and for me. Time is fleeting and the moments are swiftly passing
by. The shadows are gathering, and the deathbed is coming for you and for
me. Come home, come home, you who are weary come home. Eamestly,
tenderly, Jesus is calling, calling o sinner, come home Confessing you are a
sinner is a good start, but it is not enough. You need to repent and turn
toward heaven, so that the saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ can bless
you now in the year 2006 and forever. Amen i
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