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YOU ARE STILL FLESHLY

WAnd I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh,
as to infants in Christ. ?I gave you milk to drink, not solid food;

| Sermon for Next Sunday |

Jor you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able,
@for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly,
and are you not walking like mere men?(1Corinthians 3:1~3)

hat does it mean to be a Christian? The Bible tells us that to be a

Christian means that a sinner must believe in Jesus Christ, the Son
of God, as their Savior. Jesus died for sinners, so that they can become
children of God, citizens of heaven, partakers of eternal life. When
someone accepts Jesus Christ as their Lord, the Holy Spirit enters their
fleshly body and changes their nature. This transformation is called being
born again. All God's children experience new birth. Jesus told Nicodemus,
a religious leader of the Jews, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God."{Jn. 3:3} Although Nicodemus
was a religious scholar who earnestly sought eternal life, he did not know
that it was necessary for God’s children to be born again. Jesus had to
explain the meaning of new birth to him because religien, great churches,
and powerful priests and pastors cannot make one born again. Only faith in
Jesus Christ can change your nature. Are you born again?

God’s saving plan begins with new birth (conversion), then grows
(sanctification) and miatures (glorification). The process is similar to our
physical bodies. Human infants are born; grow into adults, and then die.
Loving parents feed and care for their young with the expectation of
physical growth and mental development. From birth until independence, a
lot of time and effort goes into this process. Sadly, too many parents
neglect spiritual growth. They focus more on physical health, academic
education, and social graces rather than on their child’s spiritual health,
godly education, and heavenly graces. It is strange, since we are talking
about eternal life, that parents do not give their children the attention and
care needed to nurture their souls. The consequence is that today's
churches are filled with believers who have not grown and matured in
Christ. These believers cannot understand the deeper truths of the Word of
God and their lives are filled with strife. Their condition has caused the
Christian church to catastrophically not grow. There are just too many
Christians in the church that have remained spiritual babies for too many
years. We need to recognize spiritual infancy.

Spiritual babies are concerned with self rather than service. When people
accept Jesus into their hearts, they experience great happiness. They are
excited and their lives reflect the glory of God. Unfortunately, the Devil
loves to snatch that joy away. Jesus delivers you from destruction when
your heart is with him. Parents always pamper and give special attention to
their young. Whenever a little baby cries, everyone turns to make sure the
child is okay. Infants get upset over the littlest things, as do baby
Christians. Indeed, some Christians need to be handled with kid gloves
because they wear their feelings on their sleeve, have emotional cutbursts,
and pretend to be something that they are not. Baby Christians go to
church and act extra nice, but then go home and act completely different.
They praise God in church and pout at home. They act like ladies and
gentlemen in the church, but in their homes they act like demons. Baby
Christians are always receivers, never givers. They fuss over nonsense, and
forget the things that are important. Paul advised the Philippians, "Only
conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that

whether | come and see you or remain absent, | will hear of you that you
are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith
of the gospel."(Phil. 1:27) He also said, "do not merely look out for your
own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.” (Phil. 2:4)

Spiritual babies are concerned with arguing rather than acting. Always
filled with excuses, they love to ask “Why" and "How come,” and say “|
do not understand.” Envy, strife, and division are part of their cccupation,
as are fighting, grumbling, and complaining. Galatians 5:17 says, “For the
flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for
these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things
that you please.” Baby Christians tend to let their emotions control them.
They are self-centered, acting like little kids who fight and cry at the
playground, They do not think: It is easier for them to argue than to act. It is
more comfortable for them to grumble than te do something or to go
somewhere. Spiritual babies are scarcely distinguishable from natural or
unsaved men

Spiritual babies look to people rather than to the Master, Jesus Christ.
Little children always call out to their mom, dad, brother, or sister. If there
is no response, then they despair and scream. Spiritual babies also look to
human resources instead of Jesus Christ. They turn to pastors, evangelists,
and other church people, but not Jesus Christ. They look for life's answers
in other books, not the Bible. They come to church looking for special
music and dynamic preaching, and miss listening for the Holy Spirit, so that
they hear only human sounds. They keep reaching out, not praying to Christ
within.

Spiritual infancy is a serious problem in the church today. Toc many
members are not growing and maturing. in Jesus Christ. These spiritual
babies need to look to Jesus Christ, who loves them, prays for them, and
gave His life for them. They need to begin growing by studying the Bible,
denying themselves, listening to the Holy Spirit, and obeying God's word.
They need to practice their faith daily, so that they can mature and stand in
front of Jesus Christ on the Last Day. Please, my dear friend, it is time to
grow up! Jesus tells us, "Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly
Father is perfect.”(Mt. 5:48) Now is the time for service, not selfishness,
“until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, to @ mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to
the fullness of Christ”(Eph. 4:13). As a born again Christian, “---we are no
longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful
scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects
into Him who is the head, even Christ,”(Eph. 4:14~15) Now is the time for
action, not arguments. Now is the time for love, not lip service. Now is the
time for faith, not foolishness. Please, wake-up and open your spiritual eyes
to the Lord Jesus Christ. Stop with the fleshly life and start living the
spiritual life, which is your privilege and pathway to the kingdom of Ged.
Your condition is inexcusable, for you have been saved long enough to have
grown up. g
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