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| sermon for Next Sunday |

THE ROAD JESUS TOOK

@ From that time Jesus began fo show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem,
and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed,
and be raised up on the third day. -+ *’“For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of
His Father with His angels, and WILL THEN REPAY EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS.
@“Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing here
who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.”
(Matthew 16:21~28)

fter ministering to the crowds, Jesus often retreated to a quiet

place with His disciples to relax, eat, and enjoy each other's
company. During these special times, Jesus frequently centered His
discussions on important spiritual lessons. In today's Bible passage,
Jesus is having one of these special private sessions with His disciples
about His upcoming death. This was a most difficult lesson for His
disciples because their hearts and minds were tuned toward their own
way of thinking, which was completely contradictory to God's plan.
Jesus was walking on God's narrow pathway, which was headed to
the cross on Calvary. His disciples were walking on the wide pathway,
which was headed toward professional recognition. They thought
Jesus, the King of all kings, would set up His kingdom in Jerusalem,
and that they would fill the high positions next to His throne. They had
served under Him for several years, and had seen His power and heard
His messages. They believed in Him! The disciples didn’t want to go
on the narrow pathway, and they didn't like the narrow pathway
because it wasn't headed toward worldly success. Like the disciples,
we all need quiet times with our Lord Jesus Christ. It's during these
sessions that He gives us great lessons, life-changing insights, but
unless we're walking on the narrow pathway we won't understand
them. We will end up going against our Lord. The narrow road is God's
only road, all other roads lead away from Him.

Christ took the narrow road. Jesus unveiled the narrow path to His
disciples, “From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He
must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third
day"(Mt. 16:21). His disciples were longing for success here and now.
They wanted the beautiful and wonderful kingdom of God to take
shape on earth during their lifetimes. They knew Jesus was the Christ,
the Son of the living God. They believed Jesus when He told Peter,
“upon this rock | will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not
overpower it"(Mt. 16:18). Their problem came when Jesus told them
which pathway He was taking. They thought God's kingdom of glory
was going to be established the easy way, but Jesus was taking an
entirely different way. Jesus was going to the cross. Can you imagine
how shocking the revelation of the cross was to the disciples? Can you
imagine how confused they were that Jesus had come to die? Jesus
followed the narrow pathway from the moment of His birth. Qur sins
took him from the manger to the cross. This was the purpose of His
first coming. This was God’s plan. This was not what the disciples
expected.

The common reaction to the narrow pathway is negative. Right after
Jesus told His disciples about His death, Peter took Him aside and

began to rebuke Him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall never
happen to You"(Mt. 16:22). Jesus answered Peter, “Get behind Me,
Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your
mind on God's interests, but man's”(Mt. 16:23). Like Peter and the
rest of the disciples, the world would like to find another way, an
easier way. People want to travel on the wide pathway that leads to
earthly success. Many prefer a code of conduct for salvation. Sadly,
there are churches and pastors preaching easier ways, other ways; but
religion, meney, and good deeds cannot save anyone. Only Jesus'
blood can wash away sin(Rev. 1:5). The Bible warns, “For the time will
come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have
their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in
accordance 1o their own desires, and will turn away their ears from the
truth and will turn aside to myths”(2Tim. 4:3~4). Right now, people all
over this world are looking for another way, but there isn‘t any. The
narrow path is the only way that leads to heaven.

The call to the narrow pathway is clear. Jesus said, “If anyone
wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross
and follow Me"(Mt. 16:24). Denying yourself every day is not fun or
easy, nor is taking your cross and following Jesus. We must surrender
our will because it is the only road to heaven. It is the exact road that
Jesus followed to the cross. The narrow path is about surrendering
and denying yourself. Jesus showed us His submission in the Garden
of Gethsemane, “And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His
face and prayed, saying, ‘My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass
from Me; yet not as | will, but as You will""(Mt. 26:39). Through self-
denial and obedience, Jesus followed the narrow road, “Being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to
the point of death, even death on a cross”(Phil. 2:8). Jesus
surrendered Himself until death. Do you realize how much our sinless
Savior surrendered?

My dear friend, the road to eternal life is filled with sacrifice and
service. Jesus' narrow path to the cross is the same narrow path for
you to heaven. What road are you taking? Jesus walked the narrow
road before you, so you don't need to navigate. All you need to do is
follow Him. Will you follow Jesus? Will you surrender your will to cbey
God's will? Jesus said, “For whoever wishes to save his life will lose
it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what will it
profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what
will a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man is going
to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and WILL THEN
REPAY EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS"(Mt. 16:25~27).
Amen. g
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