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THE MEANING OF PENTECOST

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues,
as the Spirit was giving them utterance.
(Acts 2:4)

eople read today's Bible verse so lightly, without really thinking
P about its significance. Before the Holy Spirit came to indwell
followers of Jesus Christ there was failure. Peter is the perfect example.
He followed Jesus for roughly three years, then denied Him three times
and finally at Pentecost was filled with the Holy Spirit and began his
powerful ministry work until his death. The filling of the Holy Spirit is so
important. We can’t be in Christ and follow His commands with human
power. We need the spiritual power of the Holy Spirit to live the
Christian life, which is why we need to understand thé meaning of
Pentecost. What is the true meaning of Pentecost?

Pentecost was the promised baptism in the Holy Spirit. John the
Baptist told his followers, “As for me, | baptize you with water for
repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than |, and | am
not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire"(Mt. 3:11). John witnessed Jesus’ baptism and testified, “I did not
recognize Him, but He who sent me to baptize in water said to. me, "He
upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this
is the One who baptizes in the Holy Spirit’“{Jn. 1:33). Jesus told His
followers before ascending, “for John baptized with water, but you will
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now"(Ac. 1:5).
Pentecost was the day that the Holy Spirit began indwelling all who
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Peter first witnessed this truth when
ministering to Cornelius and his family. He reported to Jerusalem, “And
as | began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as He did upon us
at the beginning”(Ac. 11:15). Jesus baptizes each believer with His
Spirit.

The promised baptism in the Holy Spirit was evidenced with speaking
in tongues. On the day of Pentecost one hundred and twenty Jewish
believers experienced speaking in tongues, "And when this sound
occurred, the crowd came together, and were bewildered because each
one of them was hearing them speak in his own language. They were
amazed and astonished, saying, ‘Why, are not all these who are speaking
Galileans? And how is it that we each hear them in our own language to
which we were born?'”(Ac. 2:6~8). They received exactly what Jesus
had promised, “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper,
that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him; but you
know Him because He abides with you and will be in you"{Jn.
14:16~17). Paul explained to the Corinthians, “For one who speaks in a
tongue does not speak to men but to God; for no one understands, but
in his spirit he speaks mysteries --- If anyone speaks in a tongue, it
should be by two or at the most three, and each in turn, and one must
interpret”(1 Cor. 14:2~27). Jesus said, “These signs will accompany
those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, they
will speak with new tongues”(Mk. 16:17). Paul witnessed the speaking
in tongues with some believers in Ephesus, “And he said, ‘Into what
then were you baptized?’ And they said, 'Into John's baptism.’ Paul said,
‘John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to
believe in Him who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” When they
heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when

Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and
they began speaking with tongues and prophesying”{Ac. 19:3~8). The
Holy Spirit is our counselor of truth, coming from Jesus Christ and God
the Father. He teaches us what Jesus taught and helps us to remember
God’s Word. Jesus said, "These things | have spoken to you while
abiding with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in My name, He will teach you all things; and bring to your
remembrance all that | said to you"(Jn. 14:256~26). Jesus also said,
"When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that
is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about
Me"{Jn. 15:26). Jesus further clarified, “But | tell you the truth, it is to
your advantage that | go away; for if | do not go away, the Helper will not
come to you; but if | go, | will send Him to you. And He, when He
comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and
judgment”(Jn. 16:7~8).

Who receives the baptism in the Holy Spirit? Everyone who believes in
Jesus Christ as their Savior receives the power of the Holy Spirit. There
are a lot of people in the world today who think they know Jesus but
actually don’t, and they cannot receive the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians
3:18~19 say, “Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you thinks
that he is wise in this age, he must become foolish, so that he may
become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God.
For it is written, ‘He is the one who catches the wise in their
craftiness.”” Only those who belong to Christ receive baptism in the Holy
Spirit, “and you belang to Christ; and Christ belongs to God"(1 Cor.
3:23). Do you belong to Christ? Those who belong to Christ believe in
His incarnation; in the Word becoming flesh and living ameng us and
dying on a cross for us. Those who belong to Christ believe in His
resurrection, ascension and return. Jesus used His body as a sacrifice for
our salvation. Believers become part of His body. We become one in
Christ, “For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and:all
the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also
in Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether
Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink
of one Spirit“(1 Cor. 12:12~13). So, for those who truly believe in Jesus
Christ they receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

When does the baptism in the Holy Spirit take place? Before accepting
the Lord Jesus Christ the Holy Spirit challenges you. He makes you
aware that you are indeed a sinner and reveals what Jesus has done for
you. When you accept Jesus Christ at the cross you will be changed and
receive the Holy Spirit, “For all who are being led by the Spirit of God,
these are sons of God” (Rom. 8:14).

My dear friends, does the meaning of Pentecost get you excited? Do
you appreciate the amazing blessing of power that is entrusted to all
those in Christ? The Holy Spirit wants you to know that you are a sinner
in definite need of Jesus Christ who died, resurrected, ascended, and
who is now preparing your eternal home. Please accept this wonderful
saving knowledge and be changed so that you can receive the Holy
Spirit. Joining with Christ's body makes you a special child of God, a
member of His church. Amen. 4
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