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| sermon for Next Sunday |

THE CHURCH GLORIOUS & TRIUMPHANT

] also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church;

and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. "I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven;

and whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven,

and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.”
(Matthew 16:18~19)

othing is more glorious and triumphant or more misunderstood
than the church. When we speak of the church we are, more
often than not, referring to the building where the church
meets for worship. When Christians do talk about their church, other
than its physical structure, they usually profess its great music,
wonderful pastor, awesome choir, or large following. Sadly, most
church goers do not know the meaning of church. They should know
the church as glorious and triumphant, the born again body of
believers in this world whose head is Jesus Christ, but they don't.
The next time you rur into an enthusiastic church goer, ask him or her
to tell you what is good about their church. You will probably hear
about many things, but | doubt you will hear the person say, "It is
hard to find my church, which is filled with born again Christians and
where Jesus is the head.” Jesus said, “| also say to you that you are
Peter, and upon this rock | will build My church; and the gates of
Hades will not overpower it.”(v. 18) People never think about this
meaning. Instead, they focus on church leaders, church members,
educational programs, teachers, and numbers; they do not look at the
cross, Jesus, and hell. Jesus said, “I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall have been
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been
loosed in heaven.”(v. 19) Do you understand how much power the
church has? Do you see how glorious the church is? | don’t know
how to explain how powerful, glorious, and triumphant it is because it
is so great. | do know that people do not think about the church like
this, and we should repent. If your heart and mind truly focus on
today's Bible verses, you will get a glimpse of how spectacular the
church is. Leave your pride behind, so that when you read these
verses you will be shocked at how strang the church is in this world.
What is the church? The answer is quite simple. It is the body of
Christ! Ephesians 1:22~23 say, "And He put all things in subjection
under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church,
which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.” Colossians
1:18 also says, “He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to
have first place in everything.” Whe do you think is the head of the
church? Most people think the senior pastor, elders, or board
members. Jesus built the church and He is the head of the church.
Because of this, there is nothing you should worry about, for Jesus is
God. He is the Creator. He sacrificed everything for you. He loves you
tremendously. Why should you be discouraged? The church is the
object of Jesus® affection, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ
also loved the church and gave Himself up for her.”(Eph. 5:25) Do you
realize how much Jesus Christ loves you? Sadly, you don't think about
Him, you think about music, strong speakers, and ways to show others
your talent. The church is the subject of Jesus' second coming, “In My

Father's House are many dwelling places; if it were not so, | would
have told you; for | go to prepare a place for you. If | go and prepare a
place for you, | will come again and receive you to Myself, that where |
am, there you may be also.”(Un. 14:2~3)

Whose church is it? A lot of congregation people think the board
owns the church. God is the owner, for it is the church of the Living
God. Jesus Christ claims possession of the church. He said, “I will
build My church.”(v. 18) He is the builder and architect. He designed
the church. He is its author and perfecter, “fixing our eyes on Jesus,
the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God."(Heb. 12:2) Jesus is also its interior
designer. He has furnished the church with various ministries, “And
God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third
teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations,
various kinds of tongues.”(1Cor. 12:28) Not only that, Jesus is its
appraiser. He has determined the value of the church. He purchased it
with His own blood, "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock,
among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the
church of God which He purchased with His own blood."(Acts 20:28)
Jesus is also an occupant of His church. 1Corinthians 3:16 describes
the local church as a temple of God inhabited by His Spirit, “Do you not
know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in
you?"”

What is the church’s future? The church is the prize for which Christ
will return. It is the only part of this world that will survive. 1
Thessalonians 4:16~17 say, “For the Lord Himself will descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the
trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are
alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air, and s¢ we shall always be with the Lord.” The
body of Christ will be with Jesus for all time. The church will live with
Christ eternally. Peter said, “But the day of the Lord will come like a
thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the
elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its
works will be burned up:---looking for and hastening the coming of the
day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by
burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! But according to
His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which
righteousness dwells.”(2Pet. 3:10,12~13) Are you waiting for that day
or do you want to stay a little longer?

My dear friends, let your spiritual eyes open to behold the glorious
and triumphant church. Stop talking about the church like it is some
kind of educational or entertainment center. Stop looking at it with
worldly eyes. Right now, I'm asking you, is this church glorious and
triumphant? 4
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