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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

WHERE ARE ALL THE LEADERS?

And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and

some as pastors and teachers, “for the equipping of the saints for the work of service,

to the building up of the body of Christ (Ephesians 4:11,12)

here exists a wonderful harmony between heaven and
Tearth. God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit work together
and produce all different kinds of gifts for believers. These
special gifts play a very important role in the development of
the church. When you go to church you find pastors, elders,
deacons, deaconesses, teachers, missionaries, and many
other positions, but where are the real workers? Where are
the real evangelists? In today’'s churches there are actually
very few spiritual leaders. The great impact of true spiritual
leaders for Christ looks historical. In this 21st century, church
gatherings focus on drama, humor, and entertainment rather
than soul winning. It is hard to find the powerful ministries of
the early church in today’s churches. It is hard to find a Peter,
Paul, Mary Magdalene, John, Stephen, and Joseph from
Arimathea. So, how can we get strong spiritual leaders back
into the church?

First and foremost, we need to pray for real spiritual
leaders. Jesus told His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful,
but the workers are few. Therefore beseech the Lord of the
harvest to send out workers into His harvest.”(Mt. 9:37,38)
Where are our heavenly workers? Our church places a great
deal of money toward academic scholarships, but how many
of them are good leaders in the church? Where are all the
students who received scholarship funds from Choong
Hyun? After college, most of them leave this church and go
into the world for success. Their hearts are in the world, not
in Christ. Our young people prefer to become doctors,
lawyers, politicians, and business people rather than God's
servants. In this church, many workers have lost the
meaning of their duties. They have forgotten or ignere the
Word, and as such their eyes focus on the physical, not the
spiritual aspects of the body of Christ. They are depressed
and lack motivation. We need workers interested in souls. If
the church really desires spiritual leaders, then we must pray
for them.

Second, we need to prepare for real spiritual leaders. When

God sends His gifted people to our church, we need to
receive them with welcoming hearts. Our church must be
widely open to the Holy Spirit or else we will miss and
ultimately lose His blessings. Many leaders within the church
today have become discouraged, and have not prepared for
the coming of spiritual leaders. Who among us is looking for
spiritual leaders? Who is arranging prayer meetings,
visitations, and telephone committees to help facilitate
spiritual leaders? Without repentance, there is no real joy or
witness for Jesus Christ. If the church really desires spiritual
leaders, then we must prepare for them.

Third, we need to care for spiritual leaders. We do not
spend enough time thinking about the needs of church
workers. Sometimes churches misuse their church workers
financially. They neglect their material needs, like housing,
cars, and insurance. They do not take into account the costs
of maintaining a home and raising a family. The church
budget should reflect the needs of spiritual leaders. If we
want true spiritual leaders to become a part of our rich team,
then we must properly care for them.

My dear friend, today's Bible verse tells us that God gives
spiritual leaders to the church, but we ignore them. Their
purpose is to equip believers, build up the church, “until we
all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the
stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.”(v. 13) Let's
work together and raise church leaders. Look around this
church; do you see many strong spiritual leaders? Look at
the young people, are they growing here? Look at the old
people, are they concerned? | need to ask you a few simple
questions. Are you saved because of Jesus Christ? He gave
His life for you. Do you really love Him? Are you willing to
build His church? | hope this church will be filled with many
different spiritual leaders. We have to pray and prepare for
spiritual leaders, and we have to pay attention to them. Can
you do that? i
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