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J| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

THANKSGIVING

@ Bless the LORD, O my soul, And all that is within me, bless His holy name. ® Bless the LORD, O my
soul, And forget none of His benefits; @ Who pardons all your iniguities, Who heals all your diseases;

Who redeems your life from the pit, Who crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion; ® Who

satisfies your years with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle. (Psalm 103:1~5)

ast year, on Thanksgiving Sunday, our worship service focused on a
I_psalm of thanksgiving from Psalm 100:1-6. For those of you who
were not here or do not remember, the message was about truly
appreciating God and His amazing grace. This thanksgiving psalm
reminded us that the whole world needs to “shout joyfully” to the Lord
{v. 1), and we in particular need to appreciate the Lord for living in this
country, where we can serve Him freely and sing joyfully together in
appreciation for His love through fellowship with other believers. It
reminded us to appreciate the Lord for this beautiful church, where we
can hear the gospel and share it with the world because Jesus is our
Savior. For today's thanksgiving message, our warship service will give
attention to David's thanksgiving song, which begins, "Bless the Lord,
O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name”(v. 1). David
experienced God's grace. He was a shepherd who became the king of
Israel. He went from sitting on rocks to sitting on a throne, from living
outdoors with sheep 1o living inside a palace. His whole being was able
to thank God for His blessings because his experiences centered on
God's grace, not self-achievement or chance.

David sings, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget none of His
benefits"(v. 2). He is reminding himself never to overlook or stop
thinking about the advantages of God's grace. He is saying that the
grace of God is of the most benefit, not earthly riches. Indeed, the
power in God's grace cannot compare to anything. The grace of God
that was upon him was the same grace that was upon Moses, who
was born as a slave, but then became a prince of Egypt and later a
leader and prophet to God's people. Ged's grace came to a few
fishermen by the Sea of Galilee like Simon and Andrew, And Jesus
made them as His disciples. Jesus touched Mary Magdalene, who had
seven demons, and changed her into a born again Christian who was
the first to proclaim His resurrection. Listen, my dear friends, nothing
compares to the benefits of God's grace. Wake-up and stop ‘spending
your precious time thinking about money, power, and fame. Stop
placing your spouse, your children, your work or schooling above
Jesus. God's grace is the lifting power, the marvel of love, "From
sinking sand He lifted me, with tender hand He lifted me, from shades
of night to plains of light, O praise His name, He lifted me” (Hymn: In
Loving Kindness Jesus Came). Is God's grace upon you? Can you bless
the Lord and remember His benefits?

David's song of thanksgiving continues, “Who pardons all your
iniquities, who heals all your diseases”{v. 3). These benefits of God's
grace are beyond measure. He forgives spontaneously. Only He can
forgive us our sins, Do you realize how great a blessing that is? If you
really believe it, then you can really go to His kingdom. Do you believe
in His kingdom? | do not think many Christians believe in His kingdom
because those who really believe do not focus on earthly things, and
most of today's Christians exclusively think about earthly things. The

world wraps them up. Real believers understand that there is no
comparison to God's grace. It is primary in their lives. Not only does the
Lord forgive your sins, but He also heals your spiritual sickness. When
you read the Bible and dwell on the Word of God, your heart has
peace. Exodus 15:26 says, “...If you will give earnest heed to the voice
of the Lord your God, and do what is right in His sight, and give ear to
His commandments, and keep all His statues, | will put none of the
diseases on you which | have put on the Egyptians; for |, the Lord, am
your healer.” Jesus pardons sins and heals diseases. He healed the
royal official’s son (Jn. 4:46-54), the invalid at Bethesda (Jn. 5:1-9), and
a man blind from birth (Jn. 8:1-41). He calls now, “"Come to Me, all who
are weary and heavy-laden, and | will give you rest” (Mt. 11:28).

David sings, "Who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you
with lovingkindness and compassion”(v. 4), You cannot find these
benefits of God's grace anywhere else. They come only through faith in
Jesus Christ. The Lord really saves your life. No one or nothing can
save you from hell, only Jesus Christ. You should appreciate Him for
that. In this world today, many stupid people think they can save
themselves. Their pride tells them that they can handle whatever
comes their way. In reality, they are children of the devil. We are all
sinners in need of salvation. God promised us a Messiah because of
our sinful nature. He gave us His Son, who came and died on the cross
for our salvatien, but people still believe in themselves. John 3:16 says,
"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”

David sings out, "Who satisfies your years with good things, so that
your youth is renewed like the eagle”({v. 6). The Lord gives us all the
blessings. He satisfies your heart with good things, making your spirit
soar with energy. My dear friends, if you stick with Him, all kinds of
blessings will come your way. Everything you need, He will provide
with His hand. He has placed eternal life in front of you with His nailed
hand. He has crowned you with His wounded hand. All that He offers
is worth more than gold or treasures untold. Please open your eyes
and see how much you owe Jesus Christ, so that you can
wholeheartedly give thanks to Him for His benefits.

When you think about God's grace, you realize that you have nothing
in which to complain. You must think about the grace of God, not
wicked things. Today is for thanksgiving. Please let your thanksgiving
center on His grace, and not earthly things. Let the grace of God within
you give thanks that He paid for your sin. You owe Him an
unaccountable measure. He has given you holiness. He died for your
death. He gave you new life, eternal life. He cleansed your dirty heart
and made it a loving heart. He took your hell and gave you heaven. Let
your soul sing praises to the Lord, just as David sung, "Bless the Lord,
O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name”{v. 1). Please
remember His benefits over all. Amen. 4
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