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Sermon for Next Sunda

- PAUL'S CROWN OF JOY

" For we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, more than once—and yet Satan hindered us.

™ For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation?

Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?
(1 Thessalonians 2:18~19)

oday’s Bible verses reveal Paul's wonderful anticipation in meeting

Christ at His return with those he won on to Christ. During his
earthly travels, Paul experienced some terrible times. He suffered
beatings, a stoning, imprisonments, a snake bite, and many types of
hateful rejections from those he cared so much about. He ministered
Christ's love to many people, and deeply wanted them to practice their
faith and not fail. His hope was for them to come all the way with
Jesus. Whenever Jesus returns, | definitely want to see Him first, and
then | want to see you. You are my true joy and glory. Who is included
in your crown of joy? Do you tell others about Jesus? Are you excited
about meeting the people at Christ’s return who became Christians
because of your sharing and living the good news with them? Paul's
life focused on lost souls. His mission was to win the lost at any cost.
The joy of today’s Christians appears. locked on things associated with
health and wealth. Their idea of joyful anticipation centers on earthly
successes. It seems like a lot of well meaning people have the wrong

attitude about Jesus. Let's get inspired by Paul’s attitude, so that we
can change our direction now and experience the real crown of joy
later.

The desire of Paul's heart was for Israel to be saved. He told the
church in Rome. “Brethren, my heart's desire and my prayer to God for
them is for their salvation”(Rom. 10:1). The majority of Israel believed
in God's law, not Jesus. Paul zealously explained to them that Moses’
law was not God's answer, but that God's grace found in Jesus Christ
was His answer. Israel's salvation was constantly at the top of Paul's
prayer list. What are the desires of your heart? How can they compare
with the souls to be saved? When Paul was hungry, he desired a soul
more than food. When Paul was thirsty, he desired a soul more than
water. When Paul was in jail, he desired a soul more than freedom.
When Paul was being judged, he desired a soul more than justice.
Today's 21st century Christians desire earthly things more than souls.
Jesus cared for the people around Him. “Seeing the people, He felt
compassion for them, because they were distressed and dispirited like
sheep without a shepherd” (Mt. 9:36). Jesus said to His disciples. “The
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Therefore beseech the
Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest”(Mt.
9:37~38). Why did Jesus come to this earth? He said. “For the Son of
Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost"(Lk. 19:10). If
Jesus comes to your house, is His heart's desire for you and your
family to gain more material wealth? Jesus loved the lost. Paul loved
the lost. Where is your heart’s desire today? Please don't let it lock too
different from Paul.

The deciding factor in Paul's behavior was his ultimate concern for
lost souls. He used every means to save some more. “For though | am
free from all men, | have made myself a slave to all, so that | may win
more. To the Jews | became as a Jew, so that | might win Jews; to
those who are under the Law, as under the Law though not being
myself under the Law, so that | might win those who are under the
Law; to those whe are without law, as without law, though not being

without the law of God but under the law of Christ, so that | might win
those who are without law. To the weak | became weak, that | might
win the weak; | have become all things to all men, so that | may by all
means save some”(1 Cor. 9:19~22). In each differing situation Paul
accommodated so as to win as many as possible. When you go to
chureh or work or wherever, and others mistreat you, you tend to fight
back. Paul didn't fight back. Even when he was beaten, he still looked
for the chance to talk to others about the gospel. He met people where
they were to win them over to Jesus. What makes your behavior
different than a non-Christian? Is it different because of your concern
for souls? Is it designed to impress people toward liking you or loving
Jesus? Are you careful not to cause others to stumble? How is your
life affected because of your concern for souls?

The desperation in Paul’s manner and message was significant. His
method was centered on the urgency of now, not later. He urged
people not to receive the grace of God in vain. “for He says, 'At the
acceptable time | listened to you; and on the day of salvation | helped
you.” Behold, now is ‘the acceptable time’, behold, now is ‘the day of
salvation’”(2 Cor. 6:2). Paul emphasized now as the day of grace.
Judgment time is coming. The condition of our current environment is
terrible, but still we have time to save some. At every hour and every
mement we can save souls. Paul said. “but in everything commending
ourselves as servants of God, in much endurance, in afflictions, in
hardships, in distresses, in beatings, in imprisonments, in tumults, in
labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger, in purity, in knowledge, in patience,
in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love, in the word of truth, in
the power of God; by the weapons of righteousness for the right hand
and the left, by glory and dishonor, by evil report and good report;
regarded as deceivers and yet true; as unknown yet well-known, as
dying yet behold, we live; as punished yet not put to death, as
sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as having
nothing yet possessing all things”(2 Cor. 6:4~10). Amen. Paul made
every day and every circumstance a time of harvest. He went against
many people to proclaim Jesus Christ. He always stood up to preach
Jesus, even when doing so would cause him physical harm. When
others insulted him, he came back at them with the plea that now was
their chance to accept Jesus. The sincere urgency. in his voice resulted
in many souls won.

My dear friends, please let your crown of glory be filled with many
people. Who will you meet on heaven's street because you cared for
them? What is the most important thing in your life? Are you looking
forward to meeting those you have won? Are you ready for Christ's
return? Will you receive the crown of joy? All believers are so blessed
to hear about Paul's witnessing. His life was so amazing. He went
from being a man of the law to a man of Christ. He changed so
dramatically because of Jesus Christ. Please open your heart and let
Jesus change your attitude, your joy, and your crown. | want you to
meet Jesus Christ with happiness, glory, and praise. | want you to
meet all the beautiful souls that you won over to Jesus. {4
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