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When you go hiking, you can see a signpost at the entrance before en-
tering the hiking trail. There is no problem if you follow the direction on
the signpost as it guides you on which path to take and how to get there.
However, if you do not follow the direction, you might easily get lost. To
fully understand the world of Romans, you must follow the three direc-
tions called the Gospel, the Mission, and the Life of a Christian while read-

ing the book of Romans.

Let's look at the first signpost called ‘the Gospel’. It is easy to understand
the book of Romans when you read it with the Gospel at its center, which
means reading it with faith, righteousness, and sin as the main idea. Paul
wanted to present the Gospel in full to the readers of Romans. Even
though they had already heard the Gospel and received salvation, he want-
ed to preach the Gospel to them more in depth. Paul admits that he is not
ashamed of the Gospel and that he is a debtor to the Gospel. This is best
expressed in Romans 1:16 and 17.

The second signpost is ‘the Mission’, which says that the Gospel must
spread. When Paul went to Rome, he wanted to teach the Gospel in depth.
At that time, Paul said he went there as if he was in debt. He knew that the
Gospel is so good that it does not stay still but it expands when we have a
better understanding of the gospel. This is what Paul means the horizon of
mission is widening. We must move towards the more complete world of
the Gospel. Because of the Gospel within us, we need to grow to the point
where the Gospel can spread. Paul's passion for the Gospel is based on the
fact that all people have sinned. Romans 3:23-24 say, 'For all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. In this verses, Paul puts
emphasis on the fact that everyone has sinned, and salvation has been giv-
en to all. The scope of the redemption reaches everyone. In the name of
Jesus I hope you experience how great the gospel is while reading the book
of Romans. If you experience the cosmic power of the Gospel, you have
read Romans correctly.

The third signpost is the life of a Christian. After we learn the principles
and doctrines in the Bible, the next question we should ask is, "How should
we live?" Paul's letters are broadly divided into two parts: one which ex-
plains God's principles, that is, doctrine, and the other which answers the
question, "How should we apply them in our lives?" Ephesians has six chap-
ters, with the first three chapters teaching principles and the next three
chapters addressing how we should live. Likewise, Romans follows this
pattern. From chapters 1 to 11, it deals with the content and principles of
the Gospel, and from chapter 12 onwards, it addresses how we should live.
What the book of Romans teaches us about the latter begins with the prin-
ciples about what the key points are.

While serving in Korean immigrant ministry in New York, students who
were studying in the fields of diving and security used to come to me for
prayer before returning to Korea. These bulky and sturdy students’ confes-
sion had in common. That is, they would live their lives to the full extent
of their power after they returned to Korea. I would feel pleased with them,
but I was also worried for them. So, I used to say like this: "Live your life to
the fullest, but stay in the grace and life of God.' Thanks to those who went
back to Korea after completing their studies in the US, I have seen the im-
age of a new person described in the Bible. This is because they have
gained competitiveness in life through their studies abroad. This is similar
to the fact that they always have to live with the grace and life while em-
bracing the role of a spiritually new person and living their lives to the full-

est in the world. Have you become a new person? We have to remember

Sermon in English Translation

This is the Connection
Between "Worship' and 'Ethics'

(Romans 12:1-2)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

that those who have accepted Jesus as their Savior and Lord have become a
new person. They will live a competitive life in the kingdom of God, which
means living a spiritual life with a newly transformed heart, maintaining
holiness, and striving to make this world holy even in the midst of its sin-

fulness.

Let’s look at the memory verse Romans 12:1-2 again: “Therefore, I urge
you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper
worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will” These verses are
the climax and turning point of the entire book of Romans. The latter part
of verse 2 is important, which says that we must be transformed by the re-
newing of our mind. This essentially means becoming a new person. We
cannot discern God's will without becoming a new person. As our hearts
begin to renew, we start discerning God's will. To do this, we must do ev-
erything according to what is good, pleasing, and perfect in His sight. Verse
1 tells us to offer our bodies as living sacrifices, which means dedicating our
entire lives to God. It may not be easy, but as we experience God's grace
upon grace, we develop a desire to offer our bodies as living sacrifices.
Then, we have a feeling that this is the right and pleasing thing from God's
point of view. We often tend to draw a line between our faith and life, but
they must be integrated.

What Paul puts emphasis on in the book of Romans is that if we hope to
lead a good life in this world, we must establish worship. When you look at
Romans from chapter 1 to 12, it teaches what a proper worship is before
telling how to live like this for those who think carefully about how to live.
This worship is not limited to a specific time or place, like the Sunday wor-
ship service we are attending right now. Instead, it extends into the realm
of our daily lives. Just as God's grace spreads out in all areas despite the fact
that we all have sinned, those who worship properly will have a good influ-

ence in the world without limitation.

When you delve deeply into the book of Romans, you will find it chal-
lenging to understand chapters 9 to 11. However, there is a way to gain a
profound understanding of these parts. Look for the word 'Amen, which
appears twice between Romans 9 and 11, specifically in Romans 9:5 and
11:36. Even if you may not fully grasp why the Jews sinned, were separated
from grace, and will ultimately return, you can simply say 'Amen.’ This
'‘Amen’ indicates the acceptance of the truth that all have sinned but that
everyone will eventually be reconciled to God according to His plan for
salvation. Chapter 12 tells us that the worship is to offer our body as a living
sacrifice. Even though we live in a distorted and sinful world, we can over-
come this distortion. It also teaches us that our life is restored by restoring
worship and crying out to God as Abba Father even when our spirit is
overwhelmed, When the principles of this world seem so complicated that
we cannot understand them and when we get confused about who has
saved and how to live a good life, it tells us that we can once again gain
strength as a new person in our lives when we gather in the place of wor-
ship. When you need to reset your life and start over, we must put worship
first. Worship is not limited to a specific time and place. It is offering your
whole self in a holy way that pleases God. Let your entire life be a holy of-
fering to God. I hope both you and I offer our entire beings, our entire

lives, as a holy life that pleases God.
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