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The Epistle to Titus is a story about several churches on the Island of
Crete Paul pioneered during his 4th Missionary Journey. After two years of
imprisonment in Rome, Paul preached the gospel again for 5-6 years.
During the period which I call Paul's 4th missionary journey, Paul wrote 1
and 2 Timothy and Titus and also visited the Island of Crete which was one
of the birthplaces of ancient Mediterranean civilization as well as a key place
for the hegemony over the Mediterranean in the first century. At this time
the one who accompanied Paul was Titus. "To Titus, my true child in a com-
mon faith:(Titus 1:4a)" The Bible refers to both Timothy and Titus as Paul's
spiritual sons. As if parents and children resemble one another, the faith of
spiritual parents and that of spiritual children resemble one another. Since
Titus was tougher than Timothy, Paul sent Titus to difficult mission places.
Paul sent Titus not only to solve the Corinthian Church problems but also
the one Paul accompanied on his way to Rome to be martyred was Titus. It
is presumed that Titus was physically big and masculine, so he became a
great strength to Paul. Paul exhorts to appoint elders properly at the begin-
ning of a letter to Titus who was ministering on the Island of Crete. An elder
refers to a worker who serves the church with all his heart and cherishes it
preciously. "He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he
may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those
who contradict it.(Titus 1:9)" Paul was convinced that establishing workers
well led to the church being established firmly, and the core condition of a
worker was 'sound doctrine' It was because the responsibility for serving
and care-giving was the place that requires the ability to overcome those

who teach false doctrines.

Sound Doctrine

Sound doctrine is revealed as fruits of living that are good works, so the
goal of sound doctrine is to establish those who can do good works. Howev-
er, it is difficult for Christians to distinguish sound doctrines from wrong
doctrines. Furthermore, the number of those who try to tempt the saints
with wrong doctrines is so large that it is not easy for us to confront. The Bi-
ble describes those who teach wrong doctrines as 'those having the appear-
ance of godliness, but denying its power'(2Tim 3:5). Since those who have
the appearance of godliness reach the highest level of acting godliness, it is
never easy for us to discern it. "when a prophet speaks in the name of the
Lord, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the
Lord has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need
not be afraid of him.(Deut 18:22)" The Bible says that the standard of dis-
cerning true teachers and false teachers is to see what they say comes true.
"They profess to know God, but they deny him by their works. They are de-
testable, disobedient, unfit for any good work.(Titus 1:16)" Titus expresses it
more concretely. A person who renounces any good deed means the one
who cannot do good deeds at all, so the one who has super eloquence and
looks plausible, but has a wrong doctrine can not do any good deed. "Do not
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good
and acceptable and perfect.(Rom 12:2)" While you are trying to do good
work, you can have discerning ability. The reason that a person who receives
sound doctrine can do any good deed is because God's goodness is con-
tained in sound doctrine. Since the redemption and reign of God are con-
tained in sound doctrine, God's goodness is revealed in our character and
the appearance of our living. That's why Titus emphasizes 'sound doctrine,
'good deed' and 'good work' repeatedly. Above all, good work is not only eth-
ically right but it is also very important because God's goodness governs the
person who does good works and reveals in his character and living.

Sermon in English Translation

How and For What Are We Saved?

(Titus 3:4-8)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

Fruits of sound doctrine

"For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,
training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live
self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus
Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to pu-
rify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good
works.(Titus 2:11-14)" One of the two most lovely verses in Titus, 2:11-14, is
also the verse that makes us fall in love with Titus. It's because to be 'self-con-
trolled, upright, godly' is the fruit of sound doctrine, and emphasizes that
when nurtured, the character of faith should reach the state of its nourish-
ment beyond the simple emotional goodness and joy. The statement the
'blessed hope' which is used only once in the Bible implies the glorious ap-
pearing of Jesus Christ, so that it shows the ground that saints endure and
persevere. Another beautiful phrase of Titus is in chapter 3. "Remind them
to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for ev-
ery good work,(Titus 3:1)" Paul exhorted Titus to prepare for good works.
"But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he
saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to
his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy
Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so
that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the
hope of eternal life.(vs 4-7)" The truth Paul preached was that we are saved
by grace alone, not by works, for which faith in Jesus Christ is needed. One
step further, Titus proclaims there is the washing of regeneration and re-
newal of the Holy Spirit when we believe. That is, owing to the Holy Spirit
being poured out abundantly, the strength to do good works is given to the
person who has received sound doctrine. "for in Christ Jesus you are all sons
of God, through faith.(Gal 3:26)" In addition, we become children of God by
believing in Jesus so that we enjoy the position of heirs by believing in Jesus
Christ.

Beauty and profitability

"The saying is trustworthy, and [ want you to insist on these things, so that
those who have believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to
good works. These things are excellent and profitable for people.(v.8)" An-
other thing that happens when Christians devote themselves to good works
according to sound doctrine is beauty and usefulness. I bless in the name of
the Lord that you will become beautiful Christians and profitable saints.
There is a case that a person becomes profitable by doing good work, but a
saint cannot but be profitable because he is to do good work by the goodness
of God. The word 'Ub##0sAN' in Greek is translated into the word 'Good'
instead of 'Beautiful' in the Bible. By the way, some Bibles translate 'beauti-
ful' into 'Excellent;, that is, the expression meaning superiority. This is be-
cause the life of the person who does good work on the basis of sound doc-
trine and the goodness of God existing within it is always excellent. Good
work is a way saints live with the world, and at the same time, are separated
from the world, the path to reveal their existence as believers, and the work
for loving and serving their neighbors. It is also the way to fear and serve
God the Creator as creatures. I bless in the name of the Lord that you will
become saints whose characters and personalities as Christians are excellent
and profitable in the world.
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