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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

THE SALVATION OF SERGIUS PAULUS

“When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they found a magician, a Jewish false prophet
whose name was Bar-Jesus, "who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence.
This man summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God. ++ - ""“Now, behold,
the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be blind and not see the sun for a time.” And immediately a mist
and a darkness fell upon him, and he went about seeking those who would lead him by the hand.
Then the proconsul believed when he saw what had happened, being amazed at the teaching of the Lord.
(Acts 13:6~12)

he Bible tells us that the followers of Christ were first called

Christians in the church at Antioch(Acts 11:26), and that they
listened to the Holy Spirit's calling and sent Barnabas and Saul out on
its first missionary journey.(Acts 13:2) This waenderful church was a
praying churchfActs 13:3), which enabled the Holy Spirit to work His
wonders. Led by the Holy Spirit, Barnabas, Saul, and their helper John
Mark traveled from Antioch to the sea town of Seleucia, where they
set sail to the island of Cyprus.(Acts 13:4) This island had two major
cities located on opposite sides called Salamis and Paphos. As soon
as Barnabas, Saul, and John Mark landed in Salamis, they began to
“proclaim the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews."{Acts
13:5) After they had gone through the whole island, ending up in
Paphos, they met two important people named Bar-Jesus (translated
son of Jesus) and Sergius Paulus. The first was a religious leader and
the latter a political leader. The Bible tells us that Bar-Jesus was a
“magician, a Jewish false prophet” and that Sergius Paulus was a
"proconsul” and a man of "intelligence” (vv. 6~7) Both men heard the
word of God, but only one came to salvation.

Sergius Paulus desired God's word, “This man summoned Barnabas
and Saul and sought to hear the word of God."(v. 7) He was a senator,
an important man in Cyprus, a Roman senatorial province. The Bible
refers to him as a prudent and sensible man. He knew he needed
God. He was aware of the limitations of human power. His heart
longed to hear the word of the Lord. Romans 10:13~14 say, “for
‘whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved." How then
will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they
beligve in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear
without a preacher?” This is why God miraculously sent Barnabas,
Saul, and John Mark to Cyprus. My dear friend, do you really desire to
hear what God has to say to you?

Sergius Paulus was distracted. The religious leader of his town, Bar-
Jesus, the man who called himself the son of Jesus and whose name
is translated into Greek as Elymas, went against Barnabas and Saul,
"But Elymas the magician (for so his name is translated) was
opposing them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith.” (v.
8) Whenever someone gets serious about Jesus, someone else
always comes along to try and dissuade them. It seems like every
church has at least one of these kind of people in their midst, What is
strange here is that this false prophet was a Jewish sorcerer. Jewish
people follow the Law, and the Law specifically says, "Now a man or
a woman who is a medium or a spiritist shall surely be put to death.
They shall be stoned with stones, their bloodguiltiness is upon
them."(Lev. 20:27) The Jewish congregation in Cyprus should have
stoned Elymas, but they didn't because they were not practicing their
religion. Like many of today's churches, their spiritual awareness was

decaying. My dear friend, are you being distracted by someone trying
to turn you away?

Sergius Paulus met true servants of God. Saul, “who was also
known as Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit,” fixed his gaze on him.(v. 8)
Saul was his Jewish name and Paul his Roman or Gentile name. Both
were given him at the time of his birth, but he now begins to use his
Gentile name in this Gentile environment. He told Elymas, "You who
are full of all deceit and fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all
righteousness, will you not cease to make crooked the straight ways
of the Lord? Now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you
will be blind and not see the sun for a time."”(vv. 10~11) Paul boldly
rebuked this man, and this man was stricken with blindness, “And
immediately a mist and a darkness fell upon him, and he went about
seeking those who would lead him by the hand.”(v. 11) Jesus said,
"Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing,
but inwardly are ravenous wolves."(Mt. 7:15) John also reminds us,
“Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This
is the antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son.”({1Jn.
2:22) If spiritual leaders are not proclaiming Jesus, but instead
emphasizing other things like good music and good speakers, then
they are false prophets, liars, and sons of the devil. Servants of God
must boldly denounce false teachings. My dear friend, do you know
any true missionaries?

Sergius Paulus made a decision, “Then the proconsul believed
when he saw what had happened, being amazed at the teaching of
the Lord."(v. 12) He saw that false teachings lead to blindness. He
turned from false doctrines to faith in Jesus Christ. This proconsul
was astonished at what Saul said about Jesus. The gospel was truly
good news to him. Jesus Christ's death and resurrection captured his
heart, and Jesus rejoiced over him. Jesus said that a shepherd who
brings in a lost stray rejoices over him/her more than over the ones
which have not gone astray.(Mt. 18:13) Jesus also said, "I tell you,
there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who
repents.”(Lk. 15:10) Barnabas, Saul, and John Mark listened to the
Holy Spirit and went to Cyprus and found this one lost soul. The first
missionaries from Antioch had a successful mission. They found two
important men, one a Jewish false teacher whom they punished, and
the other a Gentile politician whom they helped make into a Christian.
Sergius Paulus’ decision to believe in Jesus Christ brought him
salvation. My dear friend, have you made a decision about Jesus?

In hearing this message, | am wondering how many of you are
actually saved? Do you follow the gospel or run after earthly things? If
you believe that Jesus Christ is your Savior then | know that the Holy
Spirit is going to send you on His mission. | hope you bring the good
news to save another Sergius. Paulus. Amen. |
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