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Sermon

LET'S GO FISHING

WAfter these things Jesus manifested Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias,
and He manifested Himself in this way. “Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus,
and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were together.
-« © Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and the fish likewise.
9This is now the third time that Jesus was manifested to the disciples,
after He was raised from the dead. (John 21:1~14)

n today's Bible passage the Risen Lord appeared to seven of

His disciples in Galilee, “Simon Peter, and Thomas called
Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of
Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were together”(Jn.
21:2). These seven men had followed Jesus for three and a half
years. They fully experienced His earthly ministry. They
witnessed His cross and resurrection. Jesus told them that He
would meet them in Galilee three days after His death, “But
after | have been raised, | will go ahead of you to Galilee"(Mk.
14:28). These seven disciples went down to Galilee because
they wanted to see Jesus. Their acquaintances probably loocked
at them as failures because their Master had died and they no
longer had a job. Before meeting Jesus these men worked as
fishermen. Coming back to their hometown reminded them of
their previous employment, and with nothing else to do Peter
decided to go fishing. His fellow disciples liked the idea, and so
they all went fishing together.

The sounds and smell of the sea called these friends to go
fishing. They couldn’t resist the opportunity. Jesus did not
rebuke Peter for going fishing; He rebuked him for denying Him
three times. When Peter said, “| am going fishing,” his six
friends chimed in, “We will also come with you”({Jn. 21:3).
Peter's decision impacted his friends. Our actions always affect
other people. As Christians we need to remember that we live
for Jesus Christ, “For not one of us lives for himself, and not
one dies for himself; for if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we
die, we die for the Lord; therefore whether we live or die, we
are the Lord's"(Rom. 14:7~8). Christians are the salt and light of
the world, "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has
become tasteless, how can it be made salty again? It is no
longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled
under foot by men. You are the light of the world. A city set on a
hill cannot be hidden”(Mt. 5:13~14). If Jesus influences our
saltiness and brightness, then good things follow, but if others
or other things get in the way then bad things happen.

The fishing expedition turned into a night of catching nothing!
How strange for all seven experienced fishermen to catch
nothing, "They went out and got into the boat; and that night
they caught nothing“(Jn. 21:3). It's like a farmer who sows
seeds but doesn't reap anything or a doctor who administers
care but the patient doesn’t improve at all. What a frustrating
night for these men. I'm sure they tried many different things

but nothing worked and all their labor was in vain: Their pride as
fishermen had to be bothering them. Without Jesus their work
was for nothing. No matter what they did or didn't do on that
boat it all amounted to no fish. What a bizarre occurrence for
seven professional fishermen.

The Master came and a miracle happened, “But when the day
was now breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; yet the disciples
did not know that it was Jesus. So Jesus said to them,
‘Children, you do not have any fish, do you?" They answered
Him, ‘No." And He said to them, ‘Cast the net on the right-hand
side of the boat and you will find a catch." So they cast, and
then they were not able to haul it in because of the great
number of fish”(Un. 21:4~6). Jesus brings morning to our lives,
so that the night goes away. He is the “Sunrise” from on high
(Lk. 1:78). Jesus asked His disciples a pure and simple question,
and His disciples shamefully and humbly answered. When
Jesus told them to throw the net on the right side of the boat,
they didn‘t question Him or debate with Him about His level of
expertise in fishing, but humbly listened. Their obedience
brought His amazing miracle to light. When John realized it, he
told Peter, "It is the Lord"(Jn. 21:7). When Peter heard John's
words he immediately jumped into the water to get to Jesus,
"So when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put his
outer garment on (for he was stripped for work), and threw
himself into the sea”(Jn. 21:7). All seven hurried to be with the
Lord.

Jesus was ready for them. He already prepared everything
they needed to enjoy fellowship together, “Jesus said to them,
‘Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples ventured to
question Him, "Who are you?’ knowing that it was the Lord.
Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and the fish
likewise. This is now the third time that Jesus was manifested
to the disciples, after He was raised from the dead”(Jn.
21:12~14). The seven disciples enjoyed a lovely, lovely
fellowship with the resurrected Jesus. This beautiful seashore
celebration reunited them. Jesus had told them over three years
ago not to catch fish because He was going to make them
fisher's of men. He asked-Peter three times in front of all the
others if he loved Him, and then told him three times to care for
His sheep.

My dear friends, let's come together with Jesus Christ and
have a wonderful fellowship with Him for eternity. Amen. {
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