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Sermon for; Next Sunday

WHAT IS THIS TIME?

“Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem,
but to wait for what the Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me;
®for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
“So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying,
“Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:4~6)

\N hen the resurrected Jesus Christ met with His disciples they
were so excited. They really concentrated on everything He
said. Jesus told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for the
coming Holy Spirit. They were expecting something big to happen
soon, Gathered all together with the same mind, listening intently to
Jesus' words, they asked Him, “Lord, is it at this time You are
restoring the kingdom to Israel?”(Acts 1:6). They were concerned
about God’s ministry time. Even before Jesus resurrected, His
disciples privately asked Him, “Tell us, when will these things
happen, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of
the age?”(Mt. 24:3). Like Jesus' disciples, the Old Testament
prophets were also very interested in the future. Today's Christians
are no different. A lot of them are talking about the identification of
the Antichrist with the number 666, “Here is wisdom. Let him who
has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for the number
i§ that of a man; and his number is six hundred and sixty-six” (Rev.
13:18). I've seen numerous books on this topic by authors who don’t
read the whole Bible. The Bible only tells us that these things will
happen before Jesus' return. Are you wondering and asking what
time this is? Let's look at the meaning given to usin the Bible.

This is the time to wait for God's promise. Jesus specifically
instructed His disciples to wait for the coming Holy Spirit,
"@Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave
Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, ‘Which,"
He said, 'you heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, but
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from
now'"(Acts 1:4~5). Waiting in Jerusalem was not an easy command
to follow b.eé_ause of the severe persecutions taking place. You'll
remember-that not long after the coming of the Holy Spirit most
Christians were forced to scatter abroad. The disciples waited for
God's promise, just as real Christian today need to come to Jesus
Christ and wait for God's promise. Everyone who waits with faith
gets blessed, “Wait for the LORD; Be strong and let your heart take
courage; Yes, wait for the LORD"(Ps: 27:14). The Lord will give you
encouragement and take care of you, “Rest in the LORD and wait
patiently for Him; De not fret because of him who prospers in his
way, Because of the man who carried out wicked schemes”(Ps.
37:7). The Lord will give you the power you need to endure, “Yet
those who wait for the LORD Will gain new strength; They will
mount up with wings like eagles, They will run and not get tired,
They will walk and not become weary " (Is. 40:31). We must wait for
God's plan, “The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, To the
person who seeks Him. It is good that he waits silently For the
salvation of the LORD" (Lam. 3:25~26).

This is the time to witness for Jesus Christ. Jesus’ great
commission for all His disciples is to witness, “but you will receive

power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even
to the remotest part of the earth"(Acts 1:8). We have a responsibility
to witness the gospel. You can start in your own home! The
primitive church started in Jerusalem, and scattered from there
because of severe persecution. Even though they scattered, they
still witnessed. The Holy Spirit's power helps everyone to serve the
Lord. Peter testified of Joel's prophecy, “EVEN ON MY
BONDSLAVES, BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, | WILL IN THOSE DAYS
POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT And they shall prophesy. ‘AND | WILL
GRANT WONDERS IN THE SKY ABOVE AND SIGNS ON THE
EARTH BELOW, BLOOD, AND FIRE, AND VAPOR OF SMOKE. THE
SUN WILL BE TURNED INTO DARKNESS AND THE MOON INTO
BLOOD, BEFORE THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS DAY OF THE LORD
SHALL COME. AND IT SHALL BE THAT EVERYONE WHOQ CALLS
ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.'"(Acts 2:18~21).
We must witness. We must wait for the Spirit's: leading power and
witness.

This is the time to unify, not argue and separate. Jesus’ followers
had “one mind” and continually devoted themselves to prayer(Acts
1:14). The 21st century church is experiencing serious divisions, but
this is not the time to fight with each other. Congregation members
who favor one elder over another, or think one person takes the
pastor’s side over another, and all the other nonsense problems
need to stop. This is the time to be of one mind. We need to rid
ourselves of jealousy, selfishness, and pride. It's so sad, and we
can't allow the devil to continue destroying and infesting Christ's
body. Before the Holy Spirit came down, Peter denied Jesus three
times, Thomas doubted, but after the. Holy Spirit's coming they all
changed. They all became witnesses and loved each other and cared
for each other. They gave up everything because they held the
gospel above all, “And the congregation of those who believed were
of one heart and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything
belonging to him was his own, but all things were common property
to them: And with great power the apostles were giving testimony
to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon
them all. For there was not a needy person among them, for all who
were owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the
proceeds of the sales and lay them at the apostles’ feet, and they
would be distributed to each as any had need"(Acts 4:32~35). We
need to change and help each other.

My dear friends, many churches are moving forward on their own
initiative. We need to look at this time and wait. We need to look at
this time and witness. This is the time to unite our hearts in God's
will. Please don’t concern yourselves with worldly things. Jesus is
going to come and we need to be ready. Amen. i
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