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| Sermon for Next Week |

God's Greaf Invitation

“Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way and the
unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return to the Lord, and He will have compassion on him, and to our God,
for He will abundantly pardon. “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,” declares

the Lord. “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than
your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:6-9) )

In today’s Bible passage, we find God's great invitation to
salvation. This beautiful gospel, which is God's grace, offers
abundant pardon and eternal love as a gift to all who accept it.
There is a condition; one must “seek the Lord”. To seek the Lord
means your heart is ready to repent. Repentance is a necessity.
You cannot go before the Lord without the desire to change, turn
back, or return to Him. When you repent, the Lord God will
forgive and cleanse your sin. He will make you free.

Salvation cannot be bought, only received as a gift. “Ho! Every
one who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no
money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk without
money and without cost. Why do you spend money for what is
not bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen
carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and delight yourself in
abundance. Incline your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you
may live; and | will make an everlasting covenant with you,
according to the faithful mercies shown to David”(vv. 1-3). God
will provide everything you need. He will give you the strength,
encouragement, and faith to reach heaven. Why pay for a religion
that cannot satisfy when you could have eternal life as a gift?

Human beings need to be converted. Perhaps the most
important part of today's message is verse 7, “Let the wicked
forsake his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let
him return to the Lord, and He will have compassion on him, and
to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” When you repent,
God abundantly pardons. God cannot compromise with sin
because He is righteous. As such, you have to get rid of your sin
in order to relate with Him. This is the message of the Gospel:
God cannot allow sin, but He will deliver you from sin. Of course,
this perspective only deals with the past facts. Salvation is always
moving forward, hence the need for conversion. In conversion,
one finds the immeasurable work of God through the Holy Spirit.

What is conversion? Conversion is life. What is life? Life is
your ways and your thoughts. "Let the wicked forsake his way
and the unrighteous man his thoughts.” Throwing away your
ways and thoughts is conversion. It deals with your nature and
customs, like selfishness and pride. Whatever you have learned,
whatever you think, whatever makes you happy is the general
way, the wide way, not the narrow way. God says you need to
throw all that away. Why is that? “For My thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord.
God is yelling for you to throw away your ways and thoughts of

life.

When you think your thoughts, it means you are thinking
without the Word of God. The result of your thoughts makes the
devil happy. It makes you blame repentance, find excuses, and
complain to God. Throw away your thoughts, and return to the
Lord. Throw away your pride, neglect, hostility, mistrust, and
disobedience. Return to the Word of God. You have to seek
Jesus Christ. You need conversion. The nature of conversion is
the throwing away of your ways and thoughts. The Gospel
converts you, and allows God to give you abundant pardon. God
clearly promises this, and His promises are always possible, never
impossible. When you return by throwing away your ways and
thoughts, your sin, God's power immediately starts working on
you. Itisamiracle.

You have to ask the Lord to make you return and throw away
your ways and thoughts. “Restore us to You, O Lord, that we
may be restored; renew our days as of old”{Lam. 5:21). You
cannot return by your own will. God has to do it. Jesus is the one
whom God "exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to
grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins”(Acts 5:31).
The Gospel comes through Jesus Christ who has shown us in the
Law that no one can be righteous without faith. Through Jesus
Christ, whoever believes is made righteous. Acts 13:38-39 says,
“Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through Him
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, and through Him
everyone who believes is freed from all things, from which you
could not be freed through the Law of Moses.” Amen.

Forgiveness comes when you get involved with the blood of the
Lamb. It is more than enough, clearly just and safe, and so easy.
All you have to do is believe. Get rid of your ways and thoughts.
All sinners, think about it right now. Pray hard for God to make
you change your ways and thoughts. Please do not destroy
yourself. There is a new way and blessing. At the moment of
conversion your life changes. God declared, “For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways
and My thoughts than your thoughts”. Please do not delay in
answering God's invitation. At this point, ask God to change your
ways and thoughts, and lift you in His direction. As we follow
Jesus to Calvary Mountain on this 3rd Sunday of Lent, let us pray
together, “Jesus, help me, let me deny myself and take my cross
because | want to follow you.” i
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